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ADVERTISEMENT. 


SPEDE Reader may juftly expect 


fome account of an Author 


whofe pofthumous works are recom- 


Methodist World Service Fuid: 


mended to his perufal: but what in- 
cidents worth communicating to the 
Public, can be expected to diverfify 
the life of a clergyman, placed in 
an humble ftation, and more ftu- 
dious of difplaying, through the 
whole courfe of it, the meeknefs 
and humility, the mild virtues and 


, gentle fpirit, of the gofpel, than am- 


© bitious of acquiring honours, wealth, 
sx\.on fame? P 


Tue Author of thefe Be scaths 


* was born at Newcaftle upon Tyne, 


(yee the 


25 3d 
r] i 
ta 
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the 16th of February 1704-5. He 
was educated at St John’s college, 
Cambridge; where he took the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts. Soon af- 
ter his return to Newcaftle, he went 
into Orders: and in the year 1737, 
he was appointed Senior Clereyman 
of the Epifcopal Chapel at Edin- 
burgh; where he {pent the remainder 
of his days. And though moft fe- 
verely and frequently afflicted with 
the gout, the paroxyfms of which 
he bore with wonderful patience and 
refignation, he continued to officiate 
to the very clofe of his life. For 
on the morning of Sunday the 18th 
Auguft 1776, he was preparing, as 
ufual, to difcharge his duty:in the 
pulpit; when, without any unufual 
appearances of difeafe, or any alarm- 


ing 
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ing fymptom of. his approaching dif-. 
folution, he helen iy spied 


Ir. is but juftice to his memory 
to mention, that the following Dif- 
courfes do not appear to ae been | 
prepared. by the Author - for the 
prefs; they were felected by the E- 
ditor out of a great many, as of moft 
- general utilicy, and of courfe moft 

worthy the notice of the Public. It 
is hoped, they are of fufficient merit 
to bear ample teftimony to his 
learning, tafte, and eloquence, as a 
Preacher. His virtues as a Man and 
a Chriftian, are briefly, but faith- 
fully, fummed up in the following | 
monumental infcription. 


A 3 Near 


Near this Place are depofited 
The Remains 
of 
THE REVEREND GEORGE CARR, 
Senior Clergyman of this Chapel; ° 
In whom 
Meeknefs and Moderation, 
Unaffected Piety, 
“and 
Univerfal Benevolence, fe ss 
“Were equally and eminently confpicuous. 


After having faithfully difcharged the Duties 
of 
His facred function 
During thirty-nine Years, 
He died . 
On the 18th Auguft 1776, 
In the 71ft Year his Age, 
Beloved, Honoured, Lamented | 


His Congregation, 
Deeply fenfible of the Lofs they haye fuftained : 
By the Death of this excellent Perfon, 
By whofe mild yet pathetic Eloquence,’ 
By whofe exemplary yet engaging Manners, 
They have been fo long inftru€ted in the Duties, 
. and 
Animated to the Practice 
of 
Pure Religion, 
Have erected this Monument, — 
To record 
The Virtues of the Dead 
and 
Gratitude of the Living. 


nO awh ge 
THE CONGREGATION 
OF THE ENGLISH EPISCOPAL CHAPEL. 
AT EDINBURGH, 

FOR WHOSE INSTRUCTION — 
THESE DISCOURSES WERE COMPOSED, 
BEFORE WHOM THEY WERE DELIVERED; 

: AND 
AT WHOSE REQUEST 
THEY ARE NOW SENT INTO THE WORLD; 
THESE VOLUMES, | 
IN GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE ESTEEM, AFFECTION, AND RESPECT, 
INVARIABLY SHOWN BY THEM 
TO THE AUTHOR WHILE ALIVE, 
ARE MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED | 
BY 
HIS DISCONSOLATE WIDOW; 
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Happinefs of being under the Go- 


vernment of PRovIDENCE. 


PSAL. xCVvil. I. 


The Lord is King, the earth may be glad 
_. thereof. 


F all the erroneous doctrines ever 
advanced by the adverfaries of re- 

ligion, none can be more void of founda- 
tion, Of more pernicious in its influence; 
than the opinion, that the world received 
_ its being, and ftill fubfifts, without the 
agency of a fupreme, fuperintending In- 
telligence. From the flighteft view of the 
works of nature, we may infer the exift~ 
ence of an all-powerful, all-wife Being, 
the . 
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the eternal and original Caufe of all things. 
The whole, creation utters this great and 
leading truth to mankind in. a language, 
fo clear and intelligible, that zone but the 
fool can fay, There is no God. Whether we 
look up. to the firmament above, or down 
upon the face of the earth; whether we 
confider, how. wonderfully we ourfelves, 
or. all other beings, are made,—we {hall 
find that every thing above or beneath, 
every thing within or without us, the whole 
frame of ature, thé whole fyftem of won- 
ders that prefent thermnfelves to us, pro- 
claim with a thoufand. voices the. hand 
that made them. , It were endlefs to enu- 
merate all the particulars which concur to 
evince, this, truth. In general, the power, 
wifdom, andj defign, confpicuous in. the 
whole. fyftem of nature; the figns of di- 
vine workmanfhip vifible in the heavens;> 
the! {tructure of this earth, allotted for our. 
habitation, and fo well fitted: up and fur~ 
nifhed for theiufe of various:tribes. of crea= 
tures, and of man its principal inhabitant; 
the exquifite {kill and amazing art that ap- 
, pear 
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pear in the form-and properties of vege~ 
tables, in the organs and faculties of ani- 
mals, in the mechanifm, particularly, of 
the human body fo wonderfully made ; 
and above all, the frame of the foul, and 
its various intellectual powers; are clear 
proofs of an original creating Mind. ‘For 
is it poflible to conceive, that all thefe ef- 
fedts, thefe evident appearances of coun 
fel and wifdom, can proceed from the un~ 
directed fortuitous motions of uncon{cious 
matter? Can we imagine, that’ all the re+ 
gularity, harmony, and order, we fee in 
the general fyftem of things, can be de- 
rived from Chance, whofe’ nature: it isto 
be irregular, and ever varying from itfelf? 
Can Chance give fteady and uniform laws 
to nature? Can Chance act with all the 
exactnefs and accuracy of unerring {kill 
and infinite contrivance? If, when we fur-= 
vey a palace, and obferve the grandeur 
and fymmetry of the whole, and the ele- 
gance and-juft difpofition of its parts, we 
never fail to infer the {kill and ability of 
bad archite@ ; fhall we not’ much’ more, 
5 when 


& 
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when we contemplate the univerfe, the pa- 
lace of the ALmicHtTy; when we view 
the beauty and magnificence that every 
where appear; when we fee all the cha- 
racters of infinite wifdom and power in 
the defign and execution, and all the ex- 
preflions of fuch art as no art can furpafs; 
thall we not difcern an all-wife omnipo- 
tent Architect, who planned and ereéted 
the’ amazing fabric? In fhort, all the 
works of creation bear fuch evident tefti- 
mony to the agency of a Divine Intelli- 
gence, that the farther we carry our in 
quiries into the conftitution of nature, we 
meet with fo many more {till clearer evi- 
dences of a perfectly wife, powerful, and 
good Author of it: the proofs of his exift- 
encemultiply upon us fo faft, and appear 
fo endlefs and inexhauftible, that it {carce 
feems credible that a principle of Atheifm 
fhould ever find admiffion into the hathani 
underftanding. | | 
And as certain as it is that there is a Gop” 
who created all things, fo certain is it that 
he a¢ts as Sovereign of the univerfe; that 
: his 
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his fupreme providence ruleth over all 
things, and has the care and fuperinten- 
dence of his creation. For were weto fup- 
pofe it otherwife, and that the world is not 
under the care and government of its Cre- 
ator ; no other reafon could be affigned, 
than that he is either wanting in power or 
inclination, unable or unwilling, to govern 
it. But neither of thefe fuppofitions can 
be admitted. He who was able to create 
the world, cannot want. ability to: fuper-. 
intend and govern it. All the powers of 
nature mu{t be dependent on HIM who 
gave them their being. All things muft 
obey that Voice which {poke the word, and 
they were made; were made from no- 
thing; and, with regard to any refiftance 
they can make to that Voice, are as no- 
thing ftill, The whole world is in n1s-_ 
hands juftly reprefented only as a drop of 
the morning-dew, or as the duft of the ba- 
lance, which he may diffipate with the leaft 
breath of his power: To him it is infinite- 
ly. eafy to prefide over all events, to direct 
all the influences of natural caufes, to go- 
vern 
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vern all contingencies, to provide for the 
interefts of communities and kingdoms, 
and for the fecurity and happinefs of every 
individual in them. As, then, the Supreme 
Bernc cannot be fuppofed to be defective 
in power to govern the world, fo neither 
car he be wanting im inchnation. For is 
it reafonable to think, that Gop takes no 
care of the world, which, with fo much 
care and. wifdom, he created? Is 1t reafon- - 
able to fuppofe, that he who introduced 
us into being, and by that a& contracted 
the relation of a parent to us, with all the 
obligation of affeCtiomate care and paternal 
regard refulting from it; is it reafonable 
is it poflible, to fuppofe, that he would 
give up all regard and attention to his 
creatures, his children, his family upen 
earth? He who gave us being, muft be 
concerned for our well-being too. He who 
is perfect wifdom and geodnefs, will, in 
every inftance, take fuch care of us as per=- 
fect goodnefs and wisdom require. And 
indeed, far-from fuppofing in Gop any dif- 
inclination to fuperintend and govern the 

/ world, 
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world, we cannot form to ourfelves an em= 
ployment more glorious in itfelf, or more 
worthy of his infinite perfections, than 
from his throne in heaven to infpect the 
immeafurable dominions of his univerfal 
empire; to have the adminiftration of all 
its affairs, the appointment of all events, 
and to conduct the whole with unerring 
wifdom and unreftricted goodnefs. With 
great truth and propriety, therefore, the 
text aflerts, that the Lorp is King, and . 
confequently that the earth may be glad 
thereof.—For what can afford more ratio= 
nal grounds of the fublimeft joy, than the 
confideration that Gop governs the earth? 
What can adminifter more comfort, than 
the affurance, that we live not in a forfaken 
and. fatherlefs world ; are not deferted by 
the great Parent of nature; not abandon+ 
ed to the power of chance of fate; but are 
always under the protection of an infinite= 
ly wife and good Sovereign, in whofe pre-= 
fence and under whofe eye we live, whofe 
great and conftant objeé& is the fecurity 
and felicity of his creatures and fubjects, 

B and 
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and without whofe permiffiion no power 
can injure and no evil approach us ? Let us 
confider the {tate and condition of human 
nature, and we fhall find the jufteft grounds 
to rejoice in the government and prote¢ti- 
on of this almighty Sovereign. Infuffi- 
cient to our own happinefs; uncertain of 
what we hope for; infecure even of what 
we poflefs ; often encompaffed with difh- 
culties which we cannot furmount; fur- 
rounded often with dangers, which we 
have neither fagacity to forefee, nor ability 
to oppofe, nor {kill to elude; full of wants 
and frailties in ourfelves; expofed to inju- 
ries and violence from others; thus befet 
on all fides; liable to diforders within, 
and to difafters without; what fecurity 
could we have againft dangers, or what 
confolation under them, were we capable 
of conceiving that there is no Power above 
who can either divert the evils that threat~ 
en us, or fupport us under them; no fu- 
perior Being to whom we might appeal, 
and on whofe goodnefs we might repofe a 
confidence? To the eye of Reafon, what 

a 
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a dreadful wildernefs would life appear ; 
how gloomy would be the profpe&t, how 
uncomfortable our pilgrimage through 
it, did we not believe, that there is an all- 
powerful and all-gracious hand that invi- 
fibly guides our fteps, conducts us through 
the various accidents that befet us, and 
through all the thoufand dangers that are 
planted in our way? If there were ar- 
guments fufficient to perfuade us that there 
is not a Gop that governs the world, (as 
there are very fuflicient proofs of the con= 
trary); yet the belief of a fupreme Provi- 
dence is of fuch confequence to our hap- 


pinefs, fo effential to our well-being, that 
a wife man would be forry to give up fo 
pleafing an error, to awake from fuch a 
dream of felicity, and to part with a de- 
lufion that {peaks fo: much peace and fatis- 
faGtion to the mind. For which way foever 
we turn our thoughts, let them wander 
through the whole earth, let them range 
the whole circuit of nature, the mind will 
find no reft, no fufficient fupport, no pro- 
bable foundation of happinefs, but in the 

Bea. being 


20 Happinefs of being Ser. fe 


being and providence of Gop. No other 
principle but this, embraced with a fteady 


- faith, and attended with a fuitable prac- 


tice, can ever be able to give repofe and 
tranquillity to the mind ; to animate our 
hopes, or extinguifh our fears; to give 
us any true fatisfaction in the enjoyments 
of life, or to minifter confolation under 
its adverfities. “ If we are perfuaded, that 
Gop governs the. world, that he has the 
fuperintendence and direction of all events, 
and that we are the objects of his provi- 
dential care; whatever may be our diftrefs 


or our danger, we can never want confo- 


lation; we may always have a fund of 
hope, always a profpect of relief. But, — 
take away this hope and this profpedt, 


' take away the belief of Gop and of a fuper- 


intending providence, and man would be 
of all creatures moft miferable ; deftitute 


' of every comfort, every fupport under 


prefent fufferings, and of every fecurity 
againft future dangers. | Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? fays the Pfalmift; and there 
is none upon earth that I defire in comparifon 


of 
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ofithee. Gon is indeed the chief happinefs 
of man. And certain it is, that were a wife 
man left to his choice, to wifh the greateft 
poflible felicity to himfelf and to man- 
kind, the higheft with he could form. 
would be, that there were juft fuch a being 
as we apprehend that Gop is: a Being 
poffeffed of every defirable perfection; 
whofe power is equal to his wifdom, and 
his goodnefs commenfurate to both; whofe 
providence extends to all his works, to the 
whole-world, and to every individual in 
it; watches over us, though we forget him; 
is mindful of us, when we are neglectful 
of ourfelves ; and is always inclined, as 
far as he fees it confiftent with wifdom 
and rectitude, and with our happinefs 
upon the whole, to heal all our forrows, 
to fupply all our wants, to crown all our 
hopes, and to diffipate all our fears. The 
Lord is my light and my falvation, fays the 
Pfalmift : and indeed he is the true light 
of the world, that gladdens the whole cre- 
ation. The fun itfelf is not more necef- 
fary to the prefervation of our being, than 
ar 3 1s 
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is Gop, the Sun of the intellectual fyftem, 
to the well-being of mankind.—But, on 
the other hand, Infidelity or Atheifm takes 
this fun as it were out of our firmament, 
and involves all nature in darknefs. The 
fcheme of Atheifm is calculated to fpread 
a gloom over the whole intelle@tual and 
moral world, to fubvert the moft folid 
foundations of human happinefs, and to 
finifh and complete the miferies of man- 
kind. It renders it impoffible (if we have 
any reflection) to tafte pleafure even in 
profperity, and in the feafons of adverfity 
adds bitternefs to every forrow; takes 
away all comfort from the virtuous, all 
hope from the afflicted ; leaves us unpro- 
tected here, and unrewarded hereafter ; 
robs us of our beft enjoyments in life, and 
of all confolation and fupport in death. 
For what fupport could we find under 
_ the approach of our diffolution, what con- 
folation when we are about to defcend 
into the dark region of death, if we had 
no belief in Gop, no dependence on the 
goodnefs of our Maker, no hope that his 
hand 


Ser. 1. governed by Providence. 23 


hand would condu@t us through that 
gloomy vale, would fupport us under the 
awfulnefs of its terrors, and raife us up 
in another, happier {tate ? How melan- 
choly would be our condition, and how 
dreadful our profpect, if we had nothing 
before us but the fad apprehenfions, either 
of utter extinction in the grave, or of fome 
uncertain, perhaps unhappy _ exiftence, 
which might poflibly be our lot, amidft the 
endlefs revolutions of Chance, or by the 
laws of irrefiftible Fate! If it were true, and 
we could be affured, that there is no Gop 
who made, and no, Providence that governs 
the world, it would be a melancholy truth, | 
which we fhould have reafon to mourn as 
long as we have a being. Unprotected by a 
fuperior Power, we fhould be expofed to 
every {pecies of evil ; nor could we be fure, 
that we and our fufferings would be extin- 
guifhed even in the grave. We could have 
no affurance, that we fhouldnot be dragged 
by fome fatal chain of caufes from the pre- 
’ {ent to fome more unhappy-ftate. But, hap- 
pily for us, every thing within and without 
B 4 us 
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us tells us, in the filent language of na- 
_ ture, that there is a’Gop,—there is a Crea- 
tor and Governor of the world. And how 
does our profpect brighten up when we 
change the view, and confider ourfelves 
under the care and tutelage of a Gop, by 
whofe providence all things are conducted; 
whofe mercies are over all his works; who 
has all events in his hands, and can do 
whatfover pleafeth him, but never pleafeth 
to do but what is right and good! How 
may we congratulate ourfelves, that we 
are under the protection of fo much good- 
nefs ! how. rejoice, that HE to whom all 
things in heaven and earth are obedient, 
deigns to confider us as objects of his care! _ 
What though we are befet with dangers, 
_expofed to numberlefs accidents, to many 
known, many unknown evils ? yet we are 
fure, that we are befriended by infinite 
goodnefs, and protected by omnipotent 
power: we know, that an all-feeing eye 
watcheth over us, and that an almighty 
arm defends us as with a fhield. This 
confideration ought always, in every fitua+ 

tion, 
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tion, and in all circumftances, to fupport 
our hopes, and {peak peace to the mind. 
lf there is a Gop; if he is the fovereign 
of nature, and holds the fceptre of the 
univerfe; however gloomy appearances 
may be, there is always room for confola- 
tion and hope. If Gop be for us, it im- 
ports little who is againft us; if he is on 
our fide, we need not fear what man, 
what the whole world, can do unto us. 
-But let it be remembered, that, in 


order to recommend ourfelves to his pro- 
tection, it muft be our habitual endeavour 
to render ourfelves worthy of it; to de- 
mean ourfelves as good fubjects of his go- 
vernment; to live in a faithful allegiance 
and dutiful fubmiffion to him, the great 
King of all the earth; and to pay him the, 
homage of a conftant attention to his will, 
and the tribute of a willing obedience to 
his laws. Then may we hope to live fe- 
cure under his government and protection, 
whilft we are in this world ; and when we 
depart, to be received into manfions of fu- 
preme felicity, into his eternal kingdom ; 

where 
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where we fhall be for ever happy in his 
prefence, for ever be the blefled objects of 
his goodnefs, as he will be of our praife; 
and where we fhall join in concert with 
the heavenly hoft, in joyful and perpetual 
adorations of the Sovereign of the uni- 
verfe. : 


S E R- 


Sebi ev Uy oN OE 
Duty of Confideration. 


PSAL. Cxix.° 5g." 


I called mine own ways to remembrance, and 
turned my feet unto thy tefimonies. 


W* are defigned by the Author of our 
being, and difpofed by the frame 
of our nature, not implicitly to follow the 
guidance of fenfe, inftinét, propenfities, 
or paffions, but to form and regulate our 
whole deportment by the fuperior prin- 
ciples of reafon and duty. We ought, con- 
fequently, often to call our ways to re- 
membrance, to examine and review our 
conduét, and confider what behaviour rea- 


fon and duty require from us. The Au- 
thor 
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thor of our nature conferred on us the 
privilege of reafon, in order to give us a 
juft difcernment of good and evil, to point 
out the different paths of virtue and vice, 
and the oppofite regions of happinefs or 
mifery to which: they lead. And to fhow 
us {till more diftinétly the confequences 
of our actions, Gop has added the light 
of Revelation to that of Reafon; which 
clearly acquaints us with the meafure of 
our duty, and with the final event of our 
conduct. It highly becomes us to attend 
to this Light, which he has held out to us ; 
it infinitely concerns us to live up to its 
directions, And as, amidft thofe fcenes 
of pleafure which are continually pafling 
before us and foliciting our affection, we 
are but too apt to be inattentive, to lofe 
fight of our duty, and fometimes to fall] 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin ; the only 
method of maintaining or recovering our 
integrity is, to commune with our heart, 
and call our ways to remembrance; to 
ftand {till fometimes, and obferve whi- 
ther the path we are in will lead us; if 

We 
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we are in the right way, that we may 
walkin it with complacency and affurance; 
if we have turned afide to the right hand or 
to the left, that we may ftop fhort, before 
we have wandered too far in the mazes of 
fin. To this end we fhould. occafionally 
enter upon a ferious {crutiny into our {pi- 
ritual ftate, that we may look well if there 
be any wickednefs in us ;—whether there. 
be any fin which we have not repented 
of ;—any duty which we have too much 
neglected ;—any injury done to our neigh- 
bour, for which we have not made repa- 
ration ;—any diftempers in the mind 
which require attention, and for which 
remedies ought to be applied ; that we 
may fearch and examine our heart, and 
find out what good difpofitions we ought 
to cherifh in it, what bad ones to fup- 
prefs; how many of the latter fort re- 
main to be weeded out, how many of the 
former to be planted and cultivated. 

If we omit this duty, we may fall in- 
fenfibly into acts, and gradually into ha- 
bits, of fin. If we neglect this care,. this 

moral 
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moral hufbandry of the mind, various vices 
may foon {hoot up and over-run it: for 
they are the fpontaneous produce of the 
foil, the natural growth of our corruption; 
—they require no care nor culture, but 
flourifh moft when moft neglected. 

So feeble, indeed, is our nature, and fo 
powerful and numerous our temptations, 
that we ought always, with unremitting 
diligence, to guard our hearts. But fuch 
is the deceitfulnefs of fin, that, in order 
to deftroy us, it firft infatuates. Vice is 
ever difinclined to dwell and aflociate 
with Reafon: it perfuades the finner, 
therefore, to fhun confideration, to fhut 
his ears to the monitions of confcience; 
not to allow himfelf leifure to think, nor 
coolnefs to deliberate; but to keep his mind 
employed abroad in foreign purfuits, in 
order to prevent its returning home and 
giving a painful attention to domeftic 
cares; or to fly to any excefs, that may 
help him to forget himfelf and his fears, 
and hide him from his own refleétions. 

But however artful the finner may be in 

keeping 
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keeping off reflection, yet the feafon of re- 
fiefion will come. Misfortune, ficknefs, 
or age, will introduce it: and then con- 
{cience will arreft, and call him to account; 
will refume its place and authority; and, 
with a voice not to be filenced, will then 
feverely remind him, that he is accountable 
to a Being whofe juftice no artifice can 
elude, and from whofe eye no darknefs 
can conceal; that though he may deceive 
the world, or even his own heart, yet he 
cannot deceive Gop, who is greater than 
his heart, and knoweth all things. 

How much wifer is it, then, to attend to 
this internal monitor, whilft it admonithes 
and advifes with a friendly voice, than to 
fhut our ears to its admonitions, till it can 
{peak to us only in accufations and re- 
proaches! How much better to call home 
our wandering thoughts, and to confider 
our ways, whilft we can do it with com- 
fort, and confidence in the divine mercy, 
than to defer this needful work, till con- 
{cious guilt fhall lie in wait for us, and 
meer n every reflection! How much 

more 
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more prudent to advert to our;danger 
when it is in our power to avoid it, than to 

rufh blindfold upon deftrudtion, or to go 

on amufing ourfelves with a miftakem falfe 

fecurity till we have approached too: near 

the precipice to efcape it ! 

It concerns us, therefore, frequently to 
examine and afk our heart, in what man= 
ner we have acquitted ourfelves in the 
duties required of us. Have we acted in 
conformity to the defign of our Creator 
when he gave us our being? Has it. been 
our firft and principal care to obferve the 
rules and precepts of the religion he has 
prefcribed? Have we duly cultivated thofe 
feeds of virtue and goodnefs. which he has 
fown in our hearts? Have they taken root,. 
and brought forth in us the fruit of good 
living ? or have they not, as foon as they- 
f{prung up, been choked by the idle cares, 
or idler pleafures, of the world? Have we, 
as good. and faithful fevants, diligently em- 
» ‘ployed the talents intrufted to’our care in’ 
fuch ufeful and benevolent offices as piety 
and virtue demand from us? If to thefe 

interrogatories 
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interrogatories our heart can reply with- 
out felf-conviction, let us go on and pro- 
ceed to a {till farther Saupe chi in all vir- 
tue and goodunefs. 

Sin is to the foul what difeafe is to the 
body; and it is confideration only which 
can heal its fores, and reftore the foul’s 
health. Toa good man this pra¢tice will 
give that confcious pleafure, that fecret 
felf-fatisfation, which arifes in the mind 
from the approbation of its own adtions. 
For he whofe heart is animated with pious 
and devout affections to the Supreme Be- 
ing; who, from veneration for his greatnefs, 
gratitude for his mercies, and juft fenti- 
ments of his goodnefs, endeavours to pay 
him an unreferved obedience; whofe ha- 
bitual care it is to be faithful and juft in 
all his dealings, and, as far as may be, to 
contribute to the well-being and happinefs 
of his fellow-creatures; to indulgé no in- 
clinations that aré injurious to others; to 
keep himfelf in a fit difpofition for the 
difcharge of his duties both to God and 
man,—cannot but review his conduct 

G with. 
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witha peculiar fatisfaction and compla- 
cency. | 

» But to the Sinner this duty of confider- 
ation, this moral review, is of the: firft 
importance. For unlefs he call his ways 
to remembrance, how fhall he become fen- 
fible of his danger? or how retreat from 
a danger of which he is: not»made duly 
fenfible? By neglecting this duty, he may 
goon from fin to fin, and continue his 
progrefs through the feveral. fucceffive 
ftages of iniquity, till at laft,. when he 
looks round and furveys: his fituation, -he 
may fee nothing behind him but fcenes-of 
unrepented guilt; nothing before him but 
the certain confequences, a dreadful eter- 
nity, and an offended God! Whereas, if 
we ftop fhort in our progrefs, in order to 
deliberate, a little refleQion will teach us, 
that fin is the ‘reproach of our reafon, the 
difhonour of our nature; the bane of all 
our. prefent and future happinefs.. Reflec- 
ton. will {hew it in its native déformity, 
ftripped of that. thin: difeuife, and thofe 
-counterfeit ornaments,-in which the.pafhi- 
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ons and folly of mankind endeavour to de= 
corate and drefs it. We fhall find, that it 
is a dangerous oppofition to, and rebellion 
againft, that Sovereign Being under whofe 
infpection. we live and move, and who will 
fooner or later vindicate the authority and 
honour of his laws: that it is in gratitude 
to our heavenly Father and Benefactor, 
whofe goodnefs gave us exiftences ‘whofe 
providence kindly fupports and proteds it; 
with a care that never flumbers ;--whofe 
bounty has fupplied the neceflaries, conve- 
niences,:and bleffings of life; for which he 
defires no returns but gratitude and obe- 
dience; which are not at all advantageous 
to him, but highly fo to-ourfelves: that the 
confequences of fin muft be to the laft de-_ 
gree fatal, if not in this world, moft cer- 
tainly in the next. 7 
_Such indeed is the weaknefs or negli- 
gence of mankind, fuch their inattention 
to their actions, that feldom they fe- 
rioufly deliberate on confequences; leaft 
of all on thofe which are of eternal and 
infinite concernment.' Seldom they con- 
C 2 fider 
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fider in what troubles, anxieties, and dif- 
treffes, their iniquities and vices may in- 
volve them even in this world; what an- | 
guifh, forrow, and remorfe, may overtake 
them before they bid adieu to it; with 
what confufion they muft be covered when 
death approaches; and what terrors will 
accompany them when they are entering 
into eternity. 

All the delufions by which we are en- 
fnared and betrayed into fin, will, when 
traced totheir fource, be found to proceed 
from want of confideration. It concerns 
every one, therefore, the finner particu- 
larly, often to deliberate, often to call 
home his feattered thoughts; and thus to — 
commune with his heart: “ Short and 
uncertain is my remaining portion of 
years ; and the grave and eternity cannot 
be far diftant. Soon I muft bid adieu to 
the world, foon pafs from the prefent to a 
very different fcene, where the criminal 
enjoyments which now employ all my at- 
tention will vanifh, and nothing of them 
remain, but the bitter remembrance of 

j their 
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their guilt. I muft then appear before the 
awful tribunal of an infinitely juft, and 
holy, and impartial Judge; where Imuft 
render a {trict account of all the tranfa@i- 
ons of my life; where even my thoughts 
and intentions will be {crutinized; where 
all my fins will rife up in in judgement 
againit me; and a decifive, irreverfible 
fentence pats, which will fix my doom for 
eternal ages.” 

Such reflections, often and fasicnaly at- 
tended to, muft roufe the molt carelefs, 
and alarm the moft determined; muft in- 
cite and animate us to act as becomes men, 
as reafon, confcience, duty, and intereft, 
invite; muft make us take heed to our 
ways, be folicitous to avoid every thing 
that may provoke the difpleafure of our 
Judge, and to abound in piety and virtue, 
which alone ‘can procure his approbation 
and acceptance, and intitle us toa gracious 
fentence from him. 

A few fhort, occafional, or tranfient 
refletions on thefe truths, may indeed 
produce little or no effect upon our lives. 

G2 They 
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They muft be frequently repeated, be ad- 
mitted often, be as it were daily vifitants, 
and become familiar to the mind, before 
they can acquire influence enough to go- 
vern our affections, and become the prin- 
ciples of an uniform piety. In order, 
therefore, to give them full poffeffion of 
the heart, and that they may exert all 
their power and influence in forming 
and preferving in us a juft and lafting 
fenfe of the obligations of religion, we 
ought to give a frequent attendance on the 
duties of divine worfhip. For nothing can 
be more effectual to correct inadvertent 
levity, to direct our attention to religious 
objects, and to engage us in a courfe of 
ferious reflections, than a regular attend~ 
ance on the fervice of Gop. 


May that Almighty Being in whofe pre- 
fence we now appear, give us grace ever 
to ferve and obey him in righteoufnefs 
and true holinefs! May he create in us 
fuch new and contrite hearts, that we, 
calling our ways to remembrance, and 

fuch 
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acknowledging our wretchednefs, may 
obtain of him the Gop ofall mercy, per- 
fect remiffion and forgivenefs! 


‘Gegens | SE R- 


SERMON It. 


The Evidences of the Gosprn en- 
titled to our Affent. 


LUKE xvi, 31. 


And he faid unto him, If they hear not Mo~ 
Jes and the prophets, neither will they be 
perfuaded though one rofe from the dead. 


Aves the various wills afliened for 
not living up to the principles of 
the Chriftian religion, one is, a pretended 
want of conviction of its divine authority. 
The evidences of the gofpel, fome allege, 
are doubtful and defeftive. If the Deity, 
fay they, had thought proper to commu=: 
nicate a revelation of his will, and to exact 
an univerfal obedience to it, he would 

have 
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have afforded fuch means of conviction, 
as would have diflipated all. obfeurity and 
uncertainties; and not have fuffered his 
creatures to rifk their falvation for want 
of fufficient light to condu& them into 
the way of truth. We withhold our af- 
fent, therefore, (thus they argue), becaufe 
we want the proper grounds of affent. 
But, if the Divine Being thought proper 
to fupport the authority, ofthe gofpel by 
a repetition of miracles; if fome preter- 
natural appearance fhould be exhibited for 
its atteftation ; or if ameffenger fhould ar- 
rive from the dead, and bring with him a 
faithful authentic narrative of the {tate and 
condition of fouls departed, and of the re- 
wards and punifhments in another life,—we 
would. then refign our {cruples, and yield 
an implicit faith, as well as an abfolute 
obedience, to its doctrines and precepts. 
Such. is the language fometimes held, 
in order to juftify a rejection of the gof- 
pel, and a neglect of its duties: but how 
vain and groundlefs fuch language is, may 
be inferred from the determination in the: 
} text: 
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text: Jf they bear not Mofes and the prophets, 
neither will they be perfuaded though one rofe 
from the dead. Which words are the con- 
clafion of our: blefled Saviour’s parable; 
wherein is reprefented a rich man, of an 
uncharitable temper and immoral con- 
duct, who, after he had enjoyed the good 
things (as they are called) of this world 
for a feafon, died, and was conveyed to a 
place of torment. In this fituation, he 
lifted up his eyes; and feeing Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bofom, i.e. 
in a ftate of felicity, ‘he folicited compaf- 
fion, and an alleviation “of his: mifery : 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me; and fend 
Lazarus, that bemay dip the tiprof his fin= 
ger m water, and cool my tongue ; for Tam 
tormented im this flame. But finding ‘his 
doom irreverfible, and his anguifh inca- 
pable of mitigation, he’ offered: a laft re- 
queft for his furviving brethren, that one 
might be permitted to return from the 
dead and teftify unto them ; left, fays he, 
they alfo come into this place of torment, The 
fureft method to make an impreffion on 
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their minds, and difpofe them to amend- 
ment, was, he conceived, to difpatch a 
meffenger from the dead to admonith 
them of their-danger; one who had ex- 
perienced another ftate, and could: not 
therefore fail to convince them of the cer- 
tainty: of it... But this requeft was denied, 
and his brethren referred tothe evidence 
already given: They have Mofes and the 
prophets; let them hear them. The tor 
mented perfon, confidering that evidence 
as infufficient for their conviction, impor= 
tunately renewed his petition, fuppofing 
the teftimony he defired would moft cer- . 
tainly be effectual: Nay, Father Abraham ; 
but if one went unto them from the dead, they ' 
will repent... But this.was a miftake; and 
was accordingly corrected by the father 
of the faithful,. in this definitive fentence: 
If they hear not Mojfes and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be perfuaded though one rofe 
from the dead. \f they yield not to the 
prefent evidences of religion, and can re- 
fift its powerful and convictive proofs, 
‘they would, for the fame reafons, reject © 

; every 
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every other means of conviction, even the 
monitions of a meflenger fent from the 
dead. ea: : 

-'The Omnipotent may indeed over-rule 
the powers of the foul, and compel our 
affent: The hearts of inen are in the hands 
of the Lord, as the rivers of water ; and he 
can turn them whitherfoever he will. He 
may, by a particular miracle, give to the 
unbeliever fuch an evident demonftration, 
and fo clear a conviction of the truth, as 
would at once diffipate all uncertainty, 
and render his affent unavoidable. But 
we are to obferve, that, for the fame rea- 
fon any one perfon could expect the favour 
of a particular miracle for his conviction, . 
every other perfon might with equal jus 
ftice form the fame expectations. And if 
all men were to be indulged in their de+ 
mand of miracles, what evidence might 
not prefumption afk ? what fcenes of con+ 
fufion might enfue? what diforder and 
diftrattion among the works of nature, 
whilft the fun went backward, or forward, 
or ftood {till for a day, or left us involved 

in 
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in darknefs in the midft of his courfe? It 
is not eafy to fay what unreafonable de- 
-mands fome might make, if Nature were 
obedient to their will; or what malicious 
and revengeful purpofes might beexecuted, 
if the thunder of the Almighty were in- 
trufted to. the hands of men. 

But, not to infift upon this, nor upon 
the contradictory demands which might 
fometimes be made by different perfons, 
(in which cafe infinite power itfelf could 
not give them fatisfaction), it may only 
be obferved, that if the caprice of every 
individual were to be at all times gratified 
with what particular miracle he pleafed to 
requeft, this would diminifh, inftead of 
adding to, the evidence of our religion. 

-For miracles, by becoming thus frequent 
and familiar, would ceafe to be any longer 
miracles tous. Should we daily fee fome 
of our departed. brethren return to life, as 
our Lord did after his crucifixion, we 
fhould be no more furprifed at a refurrec- 
tion from the dead, than we are now ata 
recovery from ficknefs ; and our Saviour’s 

divine 
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divine authority and dodtrine could receive 
no confirmation from ‘that event. If it 
‘were as common to fee bodies’ rife from 
the grave, as corn from feed fown in the 
earth, we fhould endeavour to account 
for the one, as for the other, from natural 
caufes, without having recourfe to the in- 
terpofition of Heaven. So that, were all 
the wonderful works of CuristT and his 
apoftles, which to unprejudiced perfons 
have eftablifhed: Chriftianity beyond all - 
doubt ; were they to becomecommon and 
familiar, fuchas we had frequently before 
us, and every day occurred, it is certain 
we fhould be far from efteeming them 
miracles::: we fhould confider them only 
as natural events, and behold them with- 
out any emotion or furprife. And thofe 
new figns and daily prodigies which the 
Infidel requires, would be fo far from gi+ 
ving him any further evidence, that they 
would entirely deprive him of the evidence 
he has: becaufe what we now call won= 
derful works, when they thus became ufual 
and. frequent, would be no: longer won+ 

derful ; 
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derful ; and the commonne(fs of miracles 
would deftroy their very being. Chrif- 
tianity, therefore, inftead. of receiving ad- 
ditional, evidence from a daily repetition 
of miracles, would be entirely {tripped of 
the evidence of any miracles at all. 

When Gop is pleafed to favour the 
world with a revelation of his will, it will 
be a fufficient proof of the authenticity of 
fuch revelation, if its doctrines and duties 
are confonant to our natural notions of 
the Deity ; and if, at the time of its firft 
promulgation, it receive the fan@ion of 
Almighty Power, and be confirmed by 
fuch. figns. and wonders and mighty 
works as plainly point out a divine inter- 
pofition.. 

_A revelation thus eftablifhed, and oan 
upon this firm bafis, has from. that mo- 
ment a claim to a divine original; and we, 
who live at a remote diftance from its firft 
eftablifhment, can defire no other proof of 
its authority, than a full, clear, and con- 
current teftimony, of all the intermediate 
ages from that time to our own, that fuch 

mighty 
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mighty works were wrought, that fuch 
miracles were publicly exhibited, by: the 
firft promulgers of this revelation, as the 
credentials of their commifiion fromGop. 
All this, and more, we have to induce 
us to acquiefce in the divine authority of 
the Gofpel. We have the teftimony of 
every age fince the rife of Chriftianity, 
with one voice proclaiming its truth, and 
afferting, that our blefied Lorp wrought 
many miracles, was crucified, rofe again, 
and afcended into heaven: that the apoftles 
faw and converfed with him after his re- 
furrection, and fealed their teftimony with 
their blood: that this teftimony was not 
merely human; that they alfo were en= 
abled to perform many wonderful works, 
in confirmation of their evidence: that 
though the world was up in arms againft 
this new religion, yet it triumphed over 
all oppofition, prevailed againft received 
cuftoms and eftablifhed opinions; againft 
the prejudices of education, and the ftub- 
bornnefs of fuperftition; again{t the writ- 
ings of the learned, and the perfecutions of 
the 
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the powerful; and all this without force, 
without power or policy, without elo- 
quence, without any addrefs or artful ap- 
plication to the paffions or interefts of | 
men, by its own intrinfic excellence, and 
the clear evidence of miracles. This is 
what antiquity loudly afferts; this is the 
information conveyed down to us through 
the channel of tradition, in a clear and 
continued ftream; and the prefent efta- 
blifhment of Chriftianity in the world (of 
which we ourfelves are witnefles, and of 
which we conftitute a part) is derived 
from this, and founded upon it. 

Are they then fincere lovers of truth, 
who refufe their affent to a teftimony fo 
clear and convictive? When they give 
credit to Heathen hiftorians, at the fame 
time that they refufe it to the hiftory of 
the gofpel, which, in point of credibility, 
is, On many accounts, far fuperior to any 
hiftory in the world; to what can this be , 
owing but to prejudice ? When teftimony 
is fubmitted to in one cafe, and a much 
ftronger teftimony not fubmitted to in 
oni D ano- 
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another, what is it but partiality that 
makes the diftinion? Whilft the heathen 
hiftorians are believed, at the fame time 
that the facred hiftorians are rejected, may 
we not fufpect, that the latter are rejected 
merely becaufe they are facred, becaufe 
they condemn and prohibit the vices of 
the world, and tie men down to the dif- 
agreeable ftricknefles of virtue, and the 
hated obfervance of duty ?—The Author of 
the Chriftian revelation, we may obferve, 
does not mean to force us into the poffef- 
fion of happinefs by irrefiftible compulfion 
or neceflity; but has appointed it to be the 
confequence and the reward of duty and 
virtue. 3 
The evidences, therefore, of religion, are 
fufficient to perfuade, but not to compel, 
us toa reception of divine truth. ‘They 
are proper to produce conviction in the 
wife and good; but leave to others a power 
of refifting them: they are plain, clear, and 
fatisfactory, to the honeft and fincere in- 
quirer; but yet fhine not with a light in- 
capable of being withftood by thofe who 
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love darkne/s rather than light, Yt is not then 
the want of evidence to which Infidelity 
owes its rife and progrefs, but fome other 
latent caufe ; and the true one, which men 
are apt to afcribe to fomething without, 
is probably within themfelves. When a 
doctrine is difagreeable to our inclinations, 
and interferes with fome favourite but 
forbidden paffion, fome beloved though 
miftaken intereft, we may obferve in our- 
felves an unwillingnefs to acknowledge, 
and a propenfity to queftion, its truth; it 
is attended to with reluctance, and difbe- 
lieved with pleafure. Perfons who, like 
the rich man’s brethren, are intoxicated 
with the enjoyments of this world, care 
not to extend their views beyond it: for 
what fatisfaction can the profpect of a fu- 
ture ftate afford to thofe who have no 
hopes in it? This determines them not to 
yield to the moft powerful evidence of its 
truth ; but to lay hold on every expedient 
that may remove it from their minds ; 
and, like perfons averfe to a difagreeable 
object, to fhun itsappearance in every light. 

. D 2 If 


52 The Evidences of the Gofpel Ser. 5. 


If Gop fhould, in condefcenfion to our 
requefts, difpatch a meflenger from the 
dead, to certify us of our future exiftence, 
and of the confequences of our actions ; 
fuch a meflage would doubtlefs greatly 
aftonifh and terrify us into fome imme- 
diate refolutions of preventing our danger, 
but it is not certain that it would create 
an entire reformation in our condudt. 
Though it might command our prefent 
attention; yet might it not (like the mi- 
racles of Mofes upon Pharaoh) fail of pro- 
ducing any lafting effect? When the fur- 
prife fhould ceafe, and our fears were re- 
moved, we fhould be apt to attribute it to 
fome illufion or imagery of a difordered 
fancy; and the return of our paflions 
would difpofe us to forget, and by degrees 
weaken and wear out theimpreffion; and 
thus, difbelieving by little and little, we 
fhould gradually relapfe into our former 
infidelity and follies. 

Inftances are not wanting to convince 
us of this. The cafe of perfons in a violent 
fit of ficknefs, and in their own apprehen- 
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 fions jutt departing to mingle with the 
dead, and afterwards returning to the 
world and to their vices again, is far from 
being uncommon. Such perfons could 
not be more perfuaded, if a meflenger had — 
arrived from the dead; nor could they 
have formed fincerer refolutions to repent 
and turn to Gop, if he would mercifully 
pleafe to fpare them. Gop is merciful, 
and {pares; and by degrees this awful fea- 
fon vanifhes, and with it all their convic- 
tions and refolutions of obedience. _ 

To conclude:. Good men have no need 
of any fupplemental evidence, nor of a 
continued feries of miracles to be repeated 
- before their eyes; for they are convinced 
without them: and to bad men they would © 
be of fatal confequence; for they even 
with them would not believe. The favour 
of miracles to men of corrupt hearts would 
ferve only to render them more inexcufe- 
able; would aggravate their guilt,.and add 
to their condemnation. 

Let us then take care that we be not 
feduced by the deceitfulnefs of fin, and 

D3 that 
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that vice hang no fatal bias upon our 
minds: for when religion oppofes us, we 
are apt to oppofe religion; to call in quef- 
tion its evidénces ; to lay afide the autho- 
rity of Scripture, and follow what is call- 
ed the guidance of Nature; to look upon 
virtue, perhaps, as an empty name, or a 
fiction of the brain; and thus, under the 
mafk of thinking freely, to gratify our 
tafte in living licentioufly. Let us, on 
the contrary, become lovers of truth and 
virtue, and we fhall be fecure from any 
fatal error: If we have an honeft and fin- 
cere difpofition to do the will of Gop, we 
fhall know that the doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures is from him. Inftead, then, of requi- 
ring any further evidences which we have 
not, let us makea religious improvement of 
thofe we have, by reflecting, that foon we 
muft either be configned to the fame place 
of torment with thofe who have lived and 
died like the rich man, or with Lazarus 
be conducted by angels into manfions of 
endlefs blifs. This life is introdu@ory 
to another; and the chief, in a manner 

the 
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the only, value of this world, confifts in 
the opportunity it offers of fecuring an 
heavenly inheritance. Let us then keep 
our eye habitually fixed upon our future 
{cene of exiftence; let us fuffer no feduce- 
ments to divert our attention from the 
great end of our being; and let us make 
it our chief and conftant aim to be good 
and virtuous, to render ourfelves faithful 
difciples of Curis, children of Gop, and 
heirs of eternal glory. : 
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Againft Scoffing at RELIcIon. 


PROV. Xiv. Q. 


Fools make a mock at fin. 


N thefe words, Solomon brands with 
the imputation of folly, a praétice 
which men are apt to run into from an 
affectation of wifdom. But perhaps no 
age has been more fruitful in examples of 
this {pecies of folly, than the prefent. No 
age has feen the principles of religion, the 
diftinctions of good and evil, the obliga- 
tions of virtue, and the certainty of a fu- 
ture exiftence, fet in a clearer and ftronger 
light ; or treated with greater ridicule and 
contempt, In no age have the do¢trines 


of 
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of the Chriftian faith been more carefully 
ftudied, more freely debated, or more un- 
-anfwerably defended. But as true know- 
ledge has gained ground, the number of 
thofe who, without labour or accomplifh- 
ments, would acquire the reputation’ of 
knowledge, has increafed likewife; who 
think they then give the ftrongeft and 
eafieft proof of fuperior penetration and 
diftinguifhed parts, when they treat with 
mirthful feorn thofe truths which others 
acknowledge and revere. Some join in 
the fame practice from a different motive, 
from a libertine difpofition of mind, which 
prompts men to cry down religion, when 
they want to break its bonds afunder, and 
to get loofe from its reftraints. They who 
in their conduct pay no regard to the ob- 
ligations of religion, think it their intereft 
that no fuch obligations fhould exift. To 
fuch men the laws of religion are chains 
and fetters. Religion oppofes their paf- 
fions, vices, and corruptions; and they 
oppofe its principles and doétrines. But 
as the caufe of vice and libertinifm can- 
not 
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not be vindicated, nor that of religion 
and virtue fuffer, by ferious argumenta- 
tion ; they find it neceflary to attack the 
one, and defend the other, by the arts of 
ridicule, the beft friend of a bad caufe, 
and to fupply the place of reafoning with 
profane contempt., 

I fhall at prefent obferve how unreafon- 
able is the conduct of thofe who mock or 
ridicule the doctrines or duties of religion. 

And, 1, Let us. inquire into the na- 
ture and genius of our religion, and exa- 
mine, whether its principles, its doctrines 
and precepts, are the proper objects of re- 
proach; or whether they are not fuch as 
the common reafon of mankind muft ever 
juftify and approve. 

_\ The Chriftian religion teaches us, That 
there is a fupreme, eternal, and infinite 
Being, who created the world, and fuper- 
intends it by his providence: that he pre- 
fides over all nature; is in a particular. 
manner governor of the intellectual and 
moral world; and has given laws to us 
his rational creatures, to which he re- 

quires 
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quires our obedience; and will approve 
and reward, or condemn and punifh, ac- 
cording to our obfervance or violation of 
them: that when vice and fuperftition had 
prevailed among all nations, and intro- 
duced a total degeneracy and an univerfal 
corruption of manners, Gop fent into the 
world a Perfon under the high character 
of its Saviour, with clear evidences of a 
divine authority, to recall mankind, by his 
inftruGtions and example, into the ways 
of virtue; to lead them into the practice 
of whatever can reform, reCtify, and re= 
fine human nature; to elevate it to its 
higheft perfection, and conduct us to the 
neareft approach to that infinitely glorious 
Being who is the original and ftandard of 
all excellence; and thus to lay the fure 
- foundation of both the prefent and furnre 
felicity of mankind. 

Whoever looks into the gofpel, muft fee, 
that its great aim and defign is the refor- 
mation and happinefs of human nature. 
It recommends and enjoins all the duties 
of piety towards Gop, an awiul veneration 


of 
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of his majefty, humble gratitude for his 
mercies, perfect refignation to his will, a 
firm confidence in his goodnefs, and the 
conftant imitation of him in all the vir- 
tues of a good life. It requires an invio- 
lable obfervance of all the duties fuited to 
the focial condition of men; of juftice, fide- 
lity, integrity of manners, and univerfal 
benevolence. It lays down fuch rules for’ 
our moral conduét, as are in their nature 
adapted to fecure and promote reputation, 
health, profperity, private peace of mind, 
and public efteem. It particularly infifts 
upon thofe virtues and duties which re- 
gard the order, fafety, and welfare of fo- 
ciety: forbidding the indulgence of any 
private gratifications that may be injuri- 
ous or detrimental to others: requiring all 
to fulfil the duties of their refpective fta- 
tions; to employ their talents in honeft 
labours, or public fervices; to be juft and 
merciful in difpofition and in practice; to 
cultivate humane and friendly affections: 
not to limit our good-will or kind offices | 
within the narrow bounds of a neighbour~ 

| hood, 
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hood, a fect, or party; but to widen the 
{phere of our benevolence, to extend it toall 
ranks and denominations, and to confider e- 
very manasour neighbour and our brother. 

To the rectitude of thefe precepts of re- 
ligion our confcience and judgement can- 
not but fubfcribe. They are manifeftly 
calculated to promote both private and fo- 
cial virtue; and, confequently, to advance 
what is naturally connected with them, 
the peace and happinefs of every indi- 
vidual, and the public fecurity iam 
of every community. 

It may be urged, that the Chriftian 
fy{tem contains other particulars befides 
thofe moral precepts :—fuch as, certain 
doctrines, which the light of nature could 
not, or but imperfectly, difcover; and alfo 
certain inftituted rites of external religion. 
But ftill the great object of the Author of 
Chriftianity was, the eftablifhment of mo- 
ral virtue; and all its doctrines and its 
rites are plainly fubfervient to this great 
end, and have a moral influence and ten- 
dency, without which they are declared to 

be 
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be of no fignificance. Weare aflured that 
it will be in vain to plead hereafter, be- 
fore our heavenly Judge, that we have af- 
{ented to his doétrines, and complied with 
his external inftitutions, if we have not 
lived up to the end and defign of them: 
he will not upon thefe terms accept, but 
reject us, as workers of iniquity. 

What is there, then, in this abftract of 
religion, unbefeeming the wifdom of Gop, 
or ill-adapted to the nature and neceffities 
of men? What is there that is not a moft 
reafonable fervice, fuited to our beft no- 
tions of the Deity, and conducive to the 
higheft perfection and happinefs of man- 
kind? It has indeed been the fate of the 
Chriftian inftitution, to have been often 
mifapprehended; as is evident from the 
multiplicity of fects that have appeared in 
different periods and parts of the world. 
It has been often mifreprefented by the 
artful attempts of its oppofers, and not fel- 
dom perhaps in the miftaken defences of 
its friends. Under the pretended fanction 
of religion, incredible doctrines have been 

impofed, 
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impofed, and the moft immoral praétices 
authorifed. With this venerable name, 
the fuperftitious fanctify their follies, and 
the enthufiaft confecrates his conceits. 
Some feem to place all religion in an in- 
- flexible adherence to opinions merely {pe- 
culative: others adopt abfurd practical er- 
rors; fome exprefling their love of Gop, 
by hating and perfecuting their brethren, 
and, from miftaken notions of ‘religion, 
purfuing practices which religion was 
meant to reform and fupprefs. But it 
were an endlefs and ungrateful labour, to 
enumerate all the corruptions of Religion 
which have.difhonoured that facred name, 
and expofed it to the infults of thofe who 
either have not difcernment or inclination 
to diftinguifh true religion from the va- 
rious mifreprefentations of it. But when 
we view religion in a juft light; when we 
fee its native form, its genuine features, 
without the drefs of either fuperftition or 
enthufiafm; it will appear, like its great 
_ Author, in perfect beauty, the object of 


univerfal veneration. 
2dly, 
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adly, But further to evidence the un= 
reafonablenefs of this practice of fcoffing 
at religion, letus confider its labaeoyerslane 
to fociety. 
. That the peace, happinels, and profperi~ 
ty; of any community, are derived from. 
the general obfervance of the duties of rem 
ligion, of fidelity, yuftice, benevolence, and 
other private and focial virtues;) that thefe 
render a people happy and. fecure; and 
that the contrary vices are the fources of 
public diforder and ruin;—is a truth which, 
comes to us confirmed by the wifdom of 
all ages, and the experience of all hiftories., 
This truth even the adverfaries. of religion 
acknowledge, when: they affert,it,to be. — 
only:a political engine, framed for the)fe,_ 
curity and good government of {fociety. 
If thefe virtues, then, are admitted to, be, 
neceflary and eflential to the happinefs of 
fociety, religion muft alfo be, neceflary.; 
for no other principle can lay us under an 
equal obligation to the obfervance of them, 
or equally reftrain from the oppofite vices. 
Human laws, unfupported by_ religion, 
would 
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would lofe, in a great meafure, their force 
and authority, and be utterly unable to 
preferve public order and peace... For if 
obedience to thofe laws be derived from 
no higher principle than the fear of human 
juftice; then, whoever thinks himfelf fecret 
enough to efcape, artful enough to elude, 
or powerful enough to contend with it, 
ean be under no reftraint from any act of 
fraud, violence, or iniquity, that ungo- 
verned inclination may fuggeft. Every 
day furnifhes frefh examples of the little 
regard paid to human laws, where the vi- 
olation of them is fuppofed to be no of+ 
fence againft religion. Whereas, if men 
are governed by principles of confcience ; 
if they act under the awe of a fuperior 
juftice; if they confider the laws of ‘reli- 
gion as the laws of an Almighty Being, 
who will infinitely reward the obfervance, 
or punith the violation, of them; whom 
no artifice can deceive, and no power op- 
pofe;—fuch confiderations muft fuggeft 
the moft effectual incitements to virtue; 


muft influence not only our manners but 
EB our 
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our inclinations; and not only regulate 
our outward deportment, but reach the. 
heart, and purify that fource and fpring of 

our actions. 
But, on the other eis tile away the 
reftraints of religion, and the torrent: of. 
public iniquity would foon ‘extend far be- 
yond its ufual channel, would break down 
the fences of human laws, and fpread de- 
folation around. And nothing can more 
effectually contribute to this overflowing 
of ungodlinefs, than {coffing at religion, 
treating it as an object of pleafantry, and 
ridiculing its obligations. This is aGting 
up to the folly of him defcribed by Solo- 
, mon, who {catters arrows, firebrands, and 
death; and fays, “ Am [not in fport?” 
Should it ever obtain as a-fafhion to re- 
prefent religion as a matter merely poli-= 
tical; to refolve the diftinctions of good 
and evil into political contrivance only; to’ 
confider a future life as a vifionary feene;~ 
and to paint fin in fuch inviting colours, 
as to hide its infamy and guilt; —we 
: {hall 
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fhall fee it no longer fly to covert and 
retirement ; impiety fhall lift up its head 
with open infolence; the finner be no 
longer concerned to veil his guilt; and 
even the good man may be tempted to 
quit a ‘virtuous fingularity, and yield to 
the prevailing ftream. Should fuch a {pi- 
_ rit of profanenefs go out into the world, 
and a contempt of confcience and duty 
become:a fafhionable principle of ation, 
and vice in its various fhapes be purfued 
without fhame or cenfure, the. moft fatal 
confequences to fociety muft inevitably 
enfue. To fcoff at the laws of religion, 
then, isto revile what we ought to reve- 
rence, and to fport where’the wife and 

good: would be inclined to mourn: 
Let-us, in the zext place, examine whe- 
ther the irreligious {coffer acts with any 
reafonable views of perfonal advantage. 
He may: poflibly enjoy the vanity of dif- 
playing a genius, or acquiring aname: but 
certain it is, that no eafe or comfort of 
mind can be derived from irreligious prin- 
ciples ; and that he who forms his con- 
iad duct 
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duct by the diGtates of religion and con- 
feience, takes the method that bids faireft 
for happinefs even in this world. But if 
we take the néxt into confideration, it will 
appear beyond contradition, that the fear 
of the Lorp only is wifdom; and to depart 
from evil, is underftanding. The hardteft 
infidel pretends not to prove the impoffi- 
bility of our future exiftence : the confe- 
quent pofhbility therefore of a fate of retri- 
bution, demonftrates the folly of the pro- 
fane fcoffer. Should we even admit, (what 
indeed. cannot be admitted), that:the evi- 
dences for and againft a future’ ftate are 
equal, and that the. arguments ‘on both 
fides balance’ each other ; yet the danger 
is infinitely difproportionate and unequal. 
If there be no regions that lie beyond the 
grave, no future. tribunal to. which we 
fhall be fummoned ; if we are to Jofe our 
exiftence in death, and become as if we 
had never been ;—-then the cafe of the 
righteous and wicked will be alike, and 
they fhalt both lie down undiftinguifhed 
in equal infenfibility. Butif there be ano- 

ther 
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ther fcene in which we are to appear again, 
and live for ever; if there is a God, who 
will: judge the world; if there will be a 
day when mem fhall rife again, and give 
an account of their works ;—how widely 
different. then willbe their condition? 
Where then will the ungodly and the fin- 
ner appear? May not the profane {coffer 
then expect to be rejected by that great and 
good Bemg whom he had before renoun- 
ced, and to feel the refentment. of that 
power he had often defpifed?. The danger, 
then, on the fide of religion and vir tue, 
is nothing ; ; but on’ that of vice it is 
infinite. : he 
From. thefe reflections it may ‘appear, 
that we ought not to entertain lefs reve- 
rence for religion, becaufe fome are hardy 
cenough, by unfair reprefentations and 
falfe colouring, to endeavour to sepotc! it 
.to mockery and contempt. 
Far, far from us be the practice of thofe 
who thus fport with the honour of their 
Maker, the happinefs of their fellow-crea- 
tures, and their own falvation. Let us 
E 3 rather 
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rather unite with the friends of religion, 
to protect the moft venerable name and 
fupport the beft caufe in the world; let 
us not fail in our duty to a religion which 
fair inquiry will convince us came down 
from heaven, and is of divine extraction ; 
let us live under a.conftant fenfe of a fu- 
perior Being infpecting and prefiding over 
us; let us remember, that they that honour 
him,:he will honour; let us, in our whole 
conduct, preferve the moft awful regard 
for him, and his laws, however traduced 
and vilified by the licentious and profane: 
——then may we hope, that we fhall here- 
after be numbered with the children of 
Gop; and that our lot will be among the 
fants’ in heaven, 
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SERMON» VY. 
“On Myfteries in Reticion. 
: : Preached on, Trinity-Sunday. 


2 PET..1. 16. 


In wich are fome things bard to be 
bad Be 


4 


HAT is in the text afferted of the 
epiftles of St Paul, is in fome mea- 

fure applicable to other parts of the facred 
writings. For though, in points effential 
to falvation, the fcripture fpeaks in the 
moft intelligible language, and the rules 
of life it lays down are clear and perf{pi- 
cuous, @ lantern to our feet, and alight unto 
our paths; yet it is not to be diffembled, 
. E 4 that 
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that the {cripture has its obf{curities, its my- 
fterious doctrines, which neceflarily arife 
from the fublimity of the fubjects,, and 
the limitation of human capacities. A.re- 
velation which delivers doctrines. relative 
to the nature, counfels, and attributes, of 
that Supreme Being who inhabits immen- 
fity, muft contain matters too high, too 
elevated, to be clearly difcerned by human 
underftanding. When, therefore, a fyftem 
of religion comes recommended to us un- 
der the character of a Divine Revelation, 
if it is fupported by all the external evi- 
dence that the nature of revelation will 
admit, and if the internal excellence and 
purity of its moral precepts and inftruc- 
tions are worthy of a divine original, we 
ought not to reject any of its. doétrines 
on account of their being hard to be un- 
derf{tood, till we have firft confitlered and 
examined them with that attention which 
the importance of the fubjed demands, 
and with that humility and diffidenge 
which become creatures of an imperfect 
and. limited underftanding, Dates 
. There 
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There are many things which do not 
‘oppofe reafon, yet are far above its ability 
to comprehend. The weaknefs of human 
reafon obliges us to fubmit to the acknow- 
Jedgement of this general truth ; and yet, 
nthe application of it to particular in- 
ftances, the pride of reafon inclines us to 
difown it. “We cannot but be fenfible of 
the defects of our rational powers, and the 
fcantinefs of our knowledge; and yet we 
vainly endeavour to fizd aut the Almighty to 
perjettion. We are weak enough to mea- 
fure his nature by our own; and where 
his ways are not as our ways, we are apt 
to think them unequal; and where his re- 
velation is not adapted to our reafon, we 
fuppofe it to be erroneous. 

» [ fhall at prefent obferve, 1/7, That the 
difficulty of apprehending fome myfterious 
doGtrines of the Chriftian faith, is no areu- 
ment againft the credibility of them; and, 
2dly, That the moral doctrines of the holy 
Scriptures, which we are moft concerned 
to know, are revealed and propofed to us 
with plainnefs and perfpicuity. 

"ae As 
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As the Chriftian revelation comes ‘to us 
confirmed by the evidence’ of miracles, 
prophecies, and all the external circum- 
ftances of credibility that can be required; 
and as the internal excellence of its moral 
precepts is every way worthy of the divine 
Being ; in this cafe, though it contains 
fome doétrines too fublime for our appre- 
henfion, yet this is not a fufficient ground 
for rejecting them. For, notwithftanding 
all the pretended fufficiency, all the boafted 
powers, of human reafon, what is there 
that our limited intellect can fully com- 
prehend ? What can we attain by the moft 
attentive and unwearied:purfuit of know- 
ledge, but to difcover how little can be 
known? Human reafon, however enlarged, 
has its bounds which it cannot pafs; and 
beyond its wideft and moft extended view, 
there lie an infinity of abjeéts which its 
eye cannot reach. And even within the 
circle of its knowledge, it has but an im- 
perfect difcernment : it fees only the fur~ 
face as it were of things, but cannot pe- 
netrate into their interior powers and 

prin- 
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principles... Even in thofe works of nature 
where our knowledge is moft perfe&t, even 
there we muft be fenfible of its imperfec- 
tion; in thefe there are fome fubtle intri- 
cacies which. we cannot unravel, there is 
always a depth we.can never fathom. We 
can. only guefs a little, underftand lefs, 
butcompletely comprehendnothing. Every 
thing. within, or without us-may remind 
us of the limitation of our underftanding. 
The whole creation abounds with myf{- 
teries ; and the moft common. and fami- 
liar objects, the moft contemptible worm 
or weed that we tread under our feet, if 
we attempt to inveftigate their fecret qua- 
lities, will prefent obftacles not to be fur- 
mounted by the ableft inquirers, as intri- 
cate and myfterious as any article of faith. 
If, then,.we underftand not earthly, 
how fhall we underftand heavenly things? 
If we cannot fully comprehend. the ma- 
terial world, or the moft familiar objects 
of fenfe, muft not the knowledge of fpi- 
ritual beings, of objects which lie remote 
from the obfervation of our fenfes, be con- 
felled 
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feffed to be too wonderful and excellent 
for us? If every part of nature is big with 
wonders impenetrable to our reafon, why 
fhould we expect, that revelation, which 
proceeds from the fame Author of nature, 

fhould be entirely exempt from them?) 
Let it alfo be obferved, that myfterious 
doGtrines are fuch only with relation to 
our underftanding: that many propofi-~ 
tions in the fciences, for inftance, may ap- 
pear unintelligible to one perfon, and yet 
may be familiar to another; and, for the 
fame reafon, many doctrines which are 
above the capacity of human underftand- 
ing, may yet lie level and obvious to in- 
telligences of an order fuperior to man: 
that as many things feem hard to be un- 
derftood by us ina ftate of infancy, which 
yet are evident to our riper years and ma- 
turer judgment; fo alfo, in a future life, 
when our fpirits will be made perfect, we 
may have the cleareft difcernment of fome 
truths, which, in our prefent ftate of mi- 
nority, feem involved in the deepeft dark~ 
nefs, All creatures are finite in their na- 
ture, 
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ture, and circumfcribed in their capacities; 
and confequently an infinity of truths may 
be known to the fupreme all-perfeQt Mind, 
which the moft perfect created under- 
ftanding may never be able to conceive. 
To affert, then, that our inability to ap- 
prehend myfteries, is an argument againift 
their truth, is to fuppofe in us a capacity 
of apprehending all truth: it is to make 
ourfelves equal with Gop; and, in effeé, 
to aflert that our underftanding is infinite 
like his. Whereas to us, indeed, all na. 
ture is full of myfteries; but to him no- 
thing in nature can be myfterious ; to his 
eye all things are equally clear, and all 
things lie naked before him, without any 

veil, without any darknefs or obfcurity. 
We may have the cleareft evidence of 
the certainty of fome truths, which yet 
may appear inexplicable, may be inter- 
woven and entangled with difficulties 
which we can never unfold. Thus, with 
regard to the doctrine of the Holy Tri- 
nity, the Scripture affures us, that Gop 
has an only Son, who for our redemption 
came 
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came down from Heaven; that he has an 
Holy Spirit, who infpired the apoftles,: 
and is aflifting to good men in the work’ 
of their falvation. Thus far the Scripture 
has. clearly informed us: but in what 
manner the Son and Holy Spirit are one 
with the Father; how they were derived 
from him, or are united to him; has not 
been revealed, and is too myfterious for 
our apprehenfion. 
The cafe is the fame in many other cer= 
tain uncontefted truths. It is acknow- 
ledged, ¢. g. that this world, this globe’ of 
earth. which we inhabit, has notiexifted 
from eternity; that itis mot am underived}. 
felf-exiftent being, but was’ created: and 
formed by an Almighty Agent: But the’ 
manner of its birth, by what art it ‘could 
be brought forth, by what: wifdom: or 
power produced from nonentity intoexift= 
ence, is by us, and) perhaps) byvall created 
beings, utterly inconceivable. So alfo of 
our own exiftence, of the* vital union of 
the foul and body, we cannot: doubts” 
but who can explain whatiis»the fpring’ © 
of 
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of life, or the principle of motion and ac- 
tivity within us? Who can fay, by what 
ties and ligaments {pirit and matter are 
conjoined, or by what conta¢t a material 
and an immaterial fubftance can recipro- 
cally act upon ‘each other? If, then, we 
are a myftery to-ourfelves, if our own na- 
ture is concealed from us, no wonder that 
we cannot by fearching find out the Al- 
mighty to perfection; no wonder that 
doétrines relative to that Being whom 
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain, fhould appear myfterious and in- 
comprehenfible to our limited capacities ; 
no wonder that HE who infinitely tran- 
fcends our nature, fhould infinitely tran- 
fcend our conceptions of him ; and that 
many truths, refpecting his being, pro- 
vidence and attributes, fhould, like him- 
felf, dwell in a light, which no man can 
approach, inacceflible to human under- 
ftanding. 

Let it: be Geri bit obferved, that we 
have no right to a revelation, and have 
no claim, confequently, to any further 

7 in 
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information than the Divine Wifdom may 
think fit to communicate. For what Gop 
has revealed, we have reafon to be thank= 
fal; for what he has with-held we have 
no right to remonftrate. Whatever reve= 
lation he is pleafed to impart, is the effect 
of his goodnefs; and it is as confiftent 
with this attribute, not to reveal to us at 
prefent all myiteries, and all knowledge, 
as it is, not to communicate all the felicity 
our nature is capable of receiving. Gob, 
quettionlefs, for the beft and wifeft rea+ 
fons, has given us an imperfect view of 
things; and afforded fufficient evidence of 
fome doétrines, and yet hath with~held 
the light neceflary to clear up all the dif+ 
ficulties and obfcurities that furround 
them. Thefe reafons may not appear to 
us, as the Supretne Being is under no ob 
ligation to accommodate all his ways and 
thoughts to our capacities, and to confine © 
himfelf within the fphere of our under-- 
{tanding. In a future ftate, we hope to 
have a more ample portion of knowledge 
communicated to us, amd much clearer 

and 
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and more extenfive profpects. And in that 
{tate we may hope to go on inva perpetual 
progrefs towards fupreme perfeCtion, and. 
be for ever making gradual advances in 
knowledge, in wifdom, and in happinefs. 

In the mean time, whilft we are travelling 
to thofe regions of happine(fs: and wifdom, 
let us be content to purfue the directions: 
of that light which the Father of lights 
has held out. to us; which is fufficient to 
be a lantern unto our feet, and to guide them 
into the way of peace ; though not bright 
enough to give us a clear difcernment of 
every thing we would with to know. 

‘The Chriftian revelation was not meant 
to furnifh matter for the inquiries of {pe- 
culation, not meant to gratify the vanity 
of worldly wifdom; but to lay down a 
plan of moral conduct, to direct our prac- 
tice, to form our manners, and to mend 
the heart. The Divine Being has neither 
by reafon nor revelation favoured us with 
the fame information concerning his na- 
ture or providence, as concerning our du 
ty. In the duties of life, we are fufficient- 

F ly 
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ly inftructed ; we know enough to regu~ 
late our morals, and make us wife unto 
falvation. | | 

Which leads me to obferve, 2d/y, That 
the do@trines of the holy fcriptures which 
we are moft concerned to know, are re~ 
vealed and propofed to us with plainnefs 
and perfpicuity. 

Asour bleffed Lorp came into the world 
to reveal all neceflary truth, and was plea- 
fed to have his doétrine tranfmitted to 
facceeding ages in writings which were to 
be the rule of faith and manners, it was 
agreeable to his wifdom to appoint thofe 
writings to be delivered with diftincinefs 
and perfpicuity; and nothing feems more 
inconfiftent with the divine goodnefs and 
wifdom, than to fuppofe, that by his ap- 
pointment they are written with fuch ob- 
fcurity as to be intelligible only to a few. 
If our gofpel be hid, fays St Paul, i zs bid 
to them that are loft; in whom the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of them that be- 
lieve not, left the light of the glorious gofpet 

“of Chrilt fhould fhine unto them. As religion 
is 
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is the equal concern of all, and men of 
very unequal capacities are under an equal 
obligation to find out the way of life, it 
will follow, that to acquire the knowledge 
of all that is. neceflary to falvation, cannot 
be a matter of fubtle and difficult {pecula-= 
tion, but only of integrity and fincere in- 
quiry. And certain it is, that, let our ca- 
pacities be ever fo different, if we attend 
to the Scripture with an honeft heart, de- 
termined to obey its plain precepts, and 
to believe its do¢trines, as far as they are 
underftood by us, we then follow a fafe 
and infallible guide, who will either con- 
duct us unto all truth, or at leaft fecure us 
from all errors that might be. fatal to our 
falvation. As religion is neceflary to the 
happineis of all, the knowledge of it muft 
be attainable by all, in an honeft and di- — 
ligent ufe of the intellectual powers which 
Gop has given them, and of the light 
which his providence affords for their in- 
formation. And accordingly we find the 
chief principles, the fundamental doctrines 
of the gofpel, appear in it with clear and 
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irrefiftible evidence. * Such are the doc- 
trines concerning the being and provi- 
dence of Gop; concerning the neceflity 
of repentance, and obedience to his com- 
mands; concerning the certainty of a life 
to come and of a future judgement; con- 
cerning our bleffed. Lorp as the Saviour 
and Judge of mankind. In fhort, the 
knowledge of religion, fo much at leait as 
is neceflary, is, we may be aflured, al- 
ways within the reach of an honeft 
mind. 

Too diligent we can never indeed be in 
eur inquiries into thofe parts of {cripture 
which may form our morals, and imprefs 
the mind with worthy conceptions of the 
Supreme Being, or benevolent affections 
to our fellow-creatures. ‘To meditate on 
the law of Gop in fuch a manner as to be 
thereby prevailed on to conform our hearts 
and lives to the rules it prefcribes, is an 
employment moft worthy of man, and 
mo{t acceptable to Gop; and will always 
be productive of prefent fatisfa@ion, and. 
future felicity, . But it is not neceflary to 

ws under= 


Ser. §. On Myfteries in Religion. 85 


underftand thofe things which are hard 
to be underftood: it is not needful that 
thofe truths fhould be diftinétly appre- 
hended by us, which we have not abilities 
to apprehend ; or that the eye of reafon 
fhould difcern thofe obje€&ts which the | 
Author. of reafon has placed far above out 
of its fight. Our merciful Creator has 
confulted the health of our fouls in his 
revelation, in the fame manner as he has 
provided for the fubfiftence of our bodies 
in the conftitution of nature, by appoint- 
ing what is moft needful and falutary to 
be moft obvious and common; whilft 
what would only ferve to gratify curiofity 
or tafte, lies more remote, and is not to be 
acquired without more difficult and pain- 
ful refearches. 

Let us then chiefly attend to what Gop 
has moft clearly revealed. In the precepts 
of Chriftianity there is not even the fha- 
dow of a myftery. Nothing is more clear 
in Scripture than the commandments of 
Gop; nothing more myfterious, than his 
nature and effence. Where he has thrown 
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a veil over his nature, we muft neceffarily 
continue ignorant, or be humbly content 
“to fee darkly. But we know what is e- 
nough for us to know, that it is our duty, 
and. will be our happinefs, to love, adore, 
imitate, and obey, that infinite, unknown, 
yet well-known Being, the immenfity of 
whofe perfections the {pan of reafon can 
never meafure ; whofe excellencies we can 
never fpeak of without detracting from 
‘them ; who is infinitely above what we 
are, infinitely above what we can think : 
that we ought therefore to make up in 
weneration what we want in knowledge, 
-and with all the powers of our foul to 
adore and praife him who is above all 
praife, and to afcribe to him, as is moft 
due, all honour and adoration. 


5 E R- 


SERMON VI. 
Parable of the TaLenrts. 4a 


LUKE xix. 16,—19. 


Then came the firft, faying, Lord, thy pound 
hath gained ten pounds. And he faid un- 
to him, Well, thou good fervant: becaufe 
thou haft been faithful im a very little, 
have thou authority over ten cities. And 

the fecond came, faying, Lord, thy pound 
hath gained five pounds. And he faid 
hkewife to him, Be thou alfo over five 
cities. 


HE parable from which thefe words 

are taken, inftructs us to confider 

the Supreme Being as lord and proprie- 
tor of the world, and ourfelves as his fer- 
TA vants 
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vants or ftewards, to whom he has diftri- 
buted fuch talents, fuch powers, pofleflions, 
“or endowments, as may fit and qualify us 
for the various ftations and duties to which 
his providence appoints us. Thefe are 
committed to us in the nature of a truft, 
for the management of which we mutt 
account to the donor. If we acquit our- 
felves with fidelity and diligence in this 
probationary employment, we fhall be 
entitled to far greater expreflions of his 
regard: but if we fquander our Lord’s 
goods ; if we are wafteful, or even negli- 
gent; if weare unfaithful, or even unpro- 
fitable fervants; we may expect to become 
the objects of his difpleafure, or, in the 
language of the parable, be caft into utter 
darknefs, where will be weeping and gnafh- 
ing of teeth. 

The poffeffions of this world we erro- 
neoufly call our own. We hold them 
only in truft, and: under certain referva= 
tions, fo as to be accountable for the dif- 
pofal of them. The property of them, 
frilly {peaking, is fo far from being 

vefted 
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vefted in us, that we have no certain term 
in them, and are removeable at the will 
of our Lorp. Even the produce of them 
is not fo far ours, that we may ufe or 
abufe it at pleafure; but for this alfo we ' 
ftand accountable. And we are informed, 
there will be a time when our Lorp will 
come and reckon with his fervants, and 
a ftridt account will be demanded: of 
whatever has been intrufted to our care. 
He has himfelf.affured us, that the exa- 
mination will turn upon the manner in 
which his fervants have employed the ta=. 
lents delivered to them; and they who 
have not faithfully difcharged their duty 
in this article, fhall be confidered as be- 
trayers of their truft, fhall forfeit all claim 
to the favour of their Lorp, and incur 
_ the punifhment due to their negligence or 

injuttice. | 
The day of inquiry, indeed, may be 
very diftant. This world is appointed to 
be our {tate of probation; nor will our 
account be called for, till it fhall be no 
more. Many years may roll on, many 
ages 
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ages may intervene, before that laft awful 
day of reckoning come; but come it moft 
affuredly will, and be decifive of our ever- 
lafting fate. 

In the parable from whence my text is 
taken, our Lorp, ‘under the fimilitude of 
a man travelling into a far country, allots 
to his fervants different rewards, propor- 
tioned to their refpective improvement of 
the talents delivered to them. The good | 
fervant, whofe pound had gained ten 
pounds, received this approbation and 
recompenfe: Well done, thou good fervant ; 
becaufe thou haft been faithful in avery little, 
have thou authority over ten cis. And 
when the fecond came, faying, Lord, thy pound 
hath gained five pounds, he faid likewt fer to 
him, Be thou alfo over five cities... 

In this parable, a diftinction is ais 
between the two fervants, who were each 
of them diligent and faithful ; but to the 
fuperior diligence of the one a reward pro- 
portionably greater was afligned. The mo- 
ral of this well-known parable is evident- 
ly meant to excite attention to the duties 


of 
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of religion; to animate us to’a continual 
perfeverance and progrefs in piety and 
goodnefs; to inform us, that our furure 
rewards in heaven will be proportioned to 
our religious diligence upon earth’; that 
no good action will be loft; that every 
virtue, and every degree of virtue, fhall 
have its reward; and that fuperior afliduity 
in the duties of religion, will be recom- 
penfed with an ampler portion of asad 
nefs. 

In order to invite your compliance with 
this intention of the parable, and to re- 
commend a continual progreffion and im- 
provement in goodnefs, let it bein the 
firft place confidered, that fuch improve- 
ment and progreflion are abfolutely necef- 
fary even to our fecurity.. We are no- 
where informed, and cannot confequently 
determine, what is the loweft degree of 
goodnefs Gop will accept, or what exact 
quantity of good works, what precife 
mieafure of obedience, may juft — to 
infure our falvation. 

Tt concerns us, therefore, to take heed 

that 
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that we do not deceive ourfelves, by a too 
parfimonious obedience, by a too penu- 
rious difcharge of our duty ; fince a mif- 
taken frugality in this point, or a too par- 
tial eftimate of our performances, may be 
fatal, and for ever deprive us of a future 
reward. If we are remifs, and fall fhort 
of our duty, the profpect before us is too 
dreadful for defcription. Whereas, on the 
other hand, if we fhould exceed what we 
may apprehend to be the {trict meafure of 
obedience ; if we fhouldlabour more abun- 
dantly i in fee than may be abfolutely 
neceflary to falvation; what will be the 
confequence? Will our pious labours’ profit 
us nothing? Have we cleanfed our hearts 
in vain? Have our hours of virtue been 
mifemployed and loft? No; whatfoever a 
man foweth, that fhall he alfo reap. If 
we fow bountifully, we fhall reap alfo 
bountifully. Our future harveft will be 
proportioned to the moral culture of our 
minds. Every virtuous improvement will 
turn to account; not a fingle good ac- 
tion can be unprofitable to the agent, 

what- 
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whatever it may be to others: not even a 
good intention fhall lofe its reward. | 

The happinefs of heaven is fo inefti- 
mable, that we cannot be at too much 
pains to fecure fo great a prizes; we can- 
not be too folicitous to run the fhort race 
of life fo as to obtain it. We cannot be 
too careful, left the delufion of fecurity 
fhould tempt us to loiter and abate our 
{peed, and thus difappoint our hopes for 
ever. Our hearts are fometimes fallacious 
monitors, and. make too partial reports 
of our progrefs and proficiency in virtue; 
and it is eafy to be deceived into too fa- 
vourable fentiments of our own worth 
and goodnefs, if we give ear to the fug- 
geftions of felf-love, and to the prejudices 
we naturally form in our own favour. 

To guard againft this felf-deception, and. 
the fatal confequences attending it, and to 
make our calling and election fure, we 
mutt take care not to grow weary in well- 
doing; not to ftand ftill or lofe ground; 
but to go on from virtue to virtue, to put 
forth all our ftrength, and exert all our 
; powers, 
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powers, in prefling forward to the mark 
for the prize of our high calling. Never 
mutt we fix to ourfelves bounds which, we 
are not to pafs, never ftop fhort in our 
progrefs towards perfection. For, not- 
withftanding all our attention and labour, 
never can we come up to that ftandard of 
perfection at which we fhould conftantly 
aim. Never can we make fo great a pro- 
grefs in goodnefs, but we may {till go far- 
ther. He who has got the fartheft, is ftill 
fhort of what he might attain to.. He who 
thinks it unneceflary to be better than, he 
is, is, we may be aflured, not fo good as he 
ought to be. A religious ftate fhould be 
always. progreflive; and is in Scripture 
compared to fome vegetable productions, 
which, {mall and contracted at firft, gra- 
dually unfold themfelves, and advance to 
their appointed maturity and perfection. _ 
But virtue, though capable of perpetual 
growth, will not grow at all without con- 
{tant culture. As acquifitions in {cience 
are not to be preferved, much lefs impro- 
ved, without attention, induftry, and adue 
cultivation 
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cultivation of our minds; the fame may 
be obferved of moral or religious at- 
tainments: they cannot continue long at 
one ftay; if they are not exerted, they will 
be diminifhed and impaired; like the 
_ talent taken from the flothful fervant, 
if they are not improved, they will be 
loft. é . 

But a further confideration to be atten- 
ded to is, that by a continued progreffion 
and advancement in religion and virtue, 
we not only confult our fecurity, but we 
directly add to the meafure of our happi- 
nefs. Virtue has a natural tendency to 
felicitate the mind; and yields the trueft 
and pureit enjoyment, partly in this world, 
and much more in the next. Our happi- 
ne{s, as far as it is in our own power, de- 
pends, through every ftage of our being, 
on wifdom and moral goodnefs. Thefe 
are the moft valuable treafures; Heaven’s 
choiceft, beft gifts. If we poflefs thefe, 
we are to a certain degree in pofleflion of 
happinefs. If we abound in them, we are 
rich in the nobleft fenfe. Thefe far ex- 

Ho | ceed 
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ceed, in intrinfic value, all that: the world 
has to offer. 

Would we then approach to the chee 
happinefs of our nature? Let us walk in 
the paths of virtue which lead toit. Every 
ftep of our progrefs will conduc us nearer 
to it, and open to our view fome new 
{cene of enjoyment. 

But, befides the enjoyment refulting 
from the nature of. virtue, the Judge of 
the whole earth has informed us, that he 
will hereafter affign different allotments of 
happinefs to us in proportion to the mea= 
fure of our virtue, and the improvement 
of our talents. That Gop fhould allot dif- 
ferent meafures of his favour and bounty 
to his creatures in proportion to their re= 
{peCtive moral improvement, is perfectly 
confonant to juftice, reafon, and equity: 
For though human frailty can have no 
claim of right to an eternity of happinefs; 
though the loweft place in heaven is far 
above the merits of the pureft faint; yet 
whatever motive induces the Divine Being 
to reward the obedience of his creatures, 


the 
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the fame will prevail with hit to adjuft 
our reward to our obedience, and to ob- 
ferve a proportion in the allotments of 
his bounty. Is virtue a proper obje@ of 
his approbation and regard? fuperiot vir- 
tue may then expect an ampler portion of 
favour. Our Saviour accordingly affures 
us, that in his Father’s houfe are many 
manfions. We read of fomé that fhall be 
greateft, fome that fhall be leaft, in thé 
kingdom of heaven. And the apoftle re+ 
prefents the bleffed under thefe diftinctions, 
fhining with various luftre, as one ftar 

differeth from another ftar in glory. 
Whether, then, we confider the happi- 
nefs by naturé annexed to virtue, or the 
rewards confequent upon it by the ap- 
pointment of Heaven, certain it is, that 
noné of its labours can fail of a fuitable 
recompence, and that the degree of our blifs 
will be commenfurate to that of our im- 
provement. And what greater encourage 
ment can we need, to animate us to our 
utmoft exertions? All the advantages of 
nature or of fortune, our. knowledge, our 
G lei- 
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leifure, our every ability or opportunity 
of doing good to others, or of becoming 
good ourfelves, are to be confidered, as 
talents intrufted to our management. 

Let us then fometimes call ourfelves to 
an account, and impartially examine what 
proficiency we have made in goodnels ; 
- how we have acquitted ourfelves in the 
duties required from us; whether we have 
aéted up to the powers granted us, of 
becoming better ourfelves, or of making 
others happier; how we have employed 
the portion of wealth, wifdom, or power, 
with which we have been intrufted; what 
—ufe we have made of the advantages of | 
our education, fortune, or ftation; and 
whether we have endeavoured to promote 
the wife and good ends for which our 
Maker beftowed them. | If, upon fair in- 
quiry, we find, that we have endeavoured 
to act as good and faithful fervants, and 
to improve the talents committed to our 
charge, we may then with joy expect the 
coming of our LorD, confcious of our in- 
tegrity, and aflured of his approbation. 

~~) Game But, 
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But, on the other hand, what bitter re- 
fleGtions, and what awful fears, mutt this 
retrofpet create in the mind of the un- 
profitable fervant, unprofitable both to 
himfelf and others, whofe talent has pro- 
duced no improvement, has added nothing 
either to his own virtue, or their happi- 
nefs? The parable will inform him of his 
fate, if his Lorp find him thus unfruit- 
ful. 
And here it muft be indeed acknow- 
ledged, that this is in a greater or lefs 
degree the condition of us all. For who 
among us can fay that we have no fin? 
that we have not left undone things that 
we ought to have done? Which of us has 
improved every gift of heaven to its ut- 
moft extent? or if we have been faithful 
in fome talents, have we not mifemploy- 
ed or been neglectful of others? The beft, 
when our LorpD comes to reckon with us, 
will have much to be forgiven; and in 
that great day of account, we muft make 
our laft appeal, not to the merit of our 
fervice, but to the mercy of our Judge. 
G2 But . 
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“But let it be obferved, that if, accord- 
ing to the parable, utter darknefs is to be 
the portion of him who lays by his talent 
animproved, yet has preferved it unim- 
paired; what muft be the feverer doom of 
thofe who profufely fquander it in acts of 
difhonour and difobedience to Gop? ‘Our > 
Saviour has in the parable defcribed only a 
crime of omiffion, in neglecting the talent. 
But how many proceed ftill farther in 
guilt; and pervert thofe gifts which the 
goodnefs of Gop has conferred on them, 
into occafions of offending him? How 
often may we fee fuperior talents and abi- 
lities engaged in the intereft of vice, and 
unhappily employed in difobeying and 
‘difhonouring him that gave them? And 
if the unfruitful fervant, who was indo- 
-fent only, or carelefs, was condemned to 
utter darknefs, what direful fentence, may 
we expect, will be pronounced upon the 
ageravated crime of thofe who have been 
active, induftrious, and diligent im-vice ? 

To fuch finners one confolation indeed 
yet remains, that to the penitent the gate 

of 
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of mercy is never fhut; that however 
multiplied. or aggravated their fins may 
have been, yet if they are forfaken, and 
repented of, they will not be the occafions 
of their condemnation. They may indeed, 
and moft certainly will, diminifh their 
future portion of happine(fs, if they are 
not careful, by fuperior dilgence, to re- 
deem the time they have loft, to recover 
their ground, and. prefs foreward with re- 
newed fpeed towards the prize. 


Let us then confider what encourage- 
ment we have to a continued. perfeverance 
and progrefs in the duties of religion. Let 
us remember, that Gop is able to repay 
to the uttermoft thofe who ferve him; and 
that our reward will be proportioned to 
our obedience. Let our labours in his fer- 
vice be ever fo long, they can never be in 
yain.; but the fooner we begin, and the 
more diligently we labour, the more cer- 
tainly we fhall obtain a reward, and the 
more glorious it will be when attained. 
Let us then prefs forwards towards per- 

is fection, 
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fection, knowing that our portion will 
be glory, and honour, and immortality. 

And happy, happy fure, we muft think 
the lot of human nature, if the religious 
attention and induftry of a few years can 
purchafe for us the prize of immortal life; 
a prize as far above our conception as it is _ 
beyond our defert. Happy fervants, whom 
their Lorp will thus bountifully reward! 
Bleffed ftewards! if the improvement of the 
talents intrufted to our care can intitle us 
to that gracious fentence: Well done, good 
and faithful fervants : becaufe ye have been 
faithful in few things, I will make you rulers 
ever many things ; enter ye into the j joy of your 
Lord, 
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The prayer of AcuR confidered 
and explained. 


Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 

Give me neither poverty nor riches, feed me 
with food convement for me: left I be full, 
and deny thee, and Jay, Who is the Lord? 
or leaft I be poor, and fteal, and take the 


name of my God im vain. 


HOUGH it is our duty, and ought 

to be our firft care, as Chriftians, 

and heirs of immortality, to make provi- 
fion for a future life, and to lay up for 
ourfelves treafures in heaven; yet reafon 
and nature tell us, whilft we are in the 
world, that the world muft be our con- 
(Ch ee acorn, ;: 
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cern, though not our principal concern ; 
that its innocent enjoyments are goods 
though not our fupreme good, We are 
not to put too literal a conftruction on 
thofe precepts in fcripture which direct us 
to take no thought for to-morrow; not to 
lay up for ourfelyes treafures on earth; not 
to labour for the meat which perifheth, 
and the like; which, far from _prohibi- 
ting all attention to the neceflary cares of 
the world, can be underftood only as ad- 
monitions to give our fupreme eternal in- 
terefts the firft place in our affections ; 
to let all temporal cares be only- of infe- 
rior confideration, and not to fuffer them 
to exclude the more important concerns of 
futurity. The example in the text may 
direct us to requeft a moderate portion of 
the conveniencies of life: Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, feed me with food conveni- 
ent for me: left I be full, and deny the, and 
Say, Who is the Lord? or lef I be poor, and 

Jteal, and take the name of my God in vain. 
I fhall, 1/7, confider the meaning and 
import of this petition; and, 2dly, the dan- 
gers 
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gers and difadvantages which, in a moral 
or religious view, attend the two extremes 
of affluence and indigence which are here 

deprecated. - 
The words in the text have fometimes 
been fuppofed to be a petition for a middle 
ftate of life, one equidiftant from the ex- 
tremes of poverty and opulence, and leaft 
expofed to the temptations and feduce-_ 
ments which are peculiar to each. Such 
a fituation may perhaps be generally 
efteemed moft eligible, whether we would 
with to acquire a virtuous or a tranquil ftate 
of mind, But the wifdom of the Supreme 
Ruler of the world alone knows what is 
moft conducive to the well-being of the 
general fyftem, and to the particular wel- 
fare of individuals. He affigns our fta- 
tion; it is our duty-to conform to it A 
middle ftate of life cannot be a proper 
fubject of all mens petitions to Heaven; 
for human life requires a diftinétion of 
{tations. In fociery there muft be fubor- 
dination. It muft be the province of fome 
to. prefide and govern, and the duty of 
others 
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others to fubmit and ferve: for the politi- 
cal, like the natural body, cannot fubfift 
without a variety of members, employed 
in different functions and offices, mutual- 
ly dependent, and all co-operating and 
confpiring to the prefervation and health 
of the whole. Whence it follows, that 
the petition in the text cannot be under- 
ftood to propofe one fixed ftandard or 
meafure of fortune, as the proper object 
of every man’s defires, or the proper fub- 
ject of his prayers ; but may mean only 
fuch a competency, fuch a convenient 
proportion of temporal fupplies, as is fuit- 
ed to our refpective ftations. 

And it is a reafonable requeft we may 
all make to God; not that he would place 
us all in an equal rank of life, in which 
cafe fociety could not fubfift; but that he 
would vouchfafe us fuch a meafure of 
temporal good things, as is accommodated 
to the ftation we are to fill, and the depen- 
dents for which we are to provide. 
Riches, poverty, or competence, are re- 
lative terms, and cannot be accurately 


fixed, 
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fixed, without reference to our condition 
er fituation in the world. What is af- 
fluence and abundance in one {tation of 
life, may only be a competence, or indi- 
gence, in another. The neceffities and 
wants of men muft confequently vary ; 
not only their imaginary, but their real 
wants; not only: fuch as, by ambition, 
avarice, or luxury, they create to them- 
felves, but fuch as rife out of their fitua- 
tion and character. He whom his Maker 
has appointed to the loweft offices of life, 
to go forth to his work and to his labour 
until the evening ; doomed, like our firft 
parent, in the fweat of his face to eat his 
bread ;.when he petitions heaven to give 
him the food convenient for him, may 
mean no more than to afk the enjoyment 
of health and f{trength, and the divine blef- 
fing upon the labours of his honeft induf- 
try. But he to whom birth, or fortune, 
or more properly Providence, has allotted 
pre-eminence and diftin¢tion, may, by the 
fame petition, be underftood to requeft 
fuch a portion of wealth, as will with de- 

cency 
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cency fupport his authority and character, 
will correfpond to the demands of his fta- 
tion, and fupply him with fuch means of 
liberality and beneficence as it requires 
from him. 

In this fenfe, therefore, the petition in 

the text may be applicable to general ufe, 
and fuited to all orders and diftinctions of 
men. : 
And this medium between fuperfluity 
and want, which we are here inftructed to 
pray for, this competency, this food con- 
venient for us, neither above nor below 
the demands of our ftation, is not only 
productive, perhaps, of as much happinefs 
as life can fupply, but is alfo moft eligible, 
confidered in a religious view; as may 
appear by obferving, 2d/y, The moral 
difadvantages which attend the two ex- 
tremes of affluence and indigence depre~ 
cated in the text. 

And, 1ft, Let us obferve the moral dif- 
advantages attending Affluence. Various 
vices, certain it is, are apt to take root and 
flourifh in the rich foil and funfhine of 

pro- 
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profperity and afHluence, which would 
never {hoot up, or would foon wither and 
die, in the fhade of indigence, or iri the. 
rigorous feafon of adverfity. Amid{ft the 
numerous temptations of opulence, many 
have loft that mtegrity which they would 
have preferved and held faft in an humbler 
{tation. Many have abandoned themfelves — 
to the indulgence of irregular paflions, 
merely becaufe they had the means of in- 
dulgence in their power. © Riches particu- 
larly tempt us to forget our Maker, and 
to fay, Who ws the Lord? Yn the midft of 
profperity, when we are receiving a con- 
tinued fucceflion of favours from the 
bounty of Providence, it is then we are 
leaft apt to confider from whom we re- 
ceived, and to whom we are accountable | 
for them. We are moft unmindful of | 
Gop, while he is giving us all things 
richly to enjoy; and pay theleaft acknow- 
ledgements to his goodnefs, when we ex- 
perience it the moft. | 

On the other hand, a (rife and feeling 
- of want is a conftant monitor, ever re- 
minding 
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minding us of our dependence, ever call- 
ing upon us to look upto Him by whofe 
goodnefs and mercy we- fubfitt. Whiltt 
our circumftances are only equal: to ‘the 
character we fuftain, and adjufted to our 
rank and condition of life, the care of hea- 
ven is vifible in the fucceflive fupplies we 
receive. Confcious of our own weaknefs, 
of the various accidents by which our la- 
bours may be defeated, and of the need 
we have of the afliftance and favour of 
Gop, we are led to contemplate and ac- 
knowledge our! dependence on him, to af 
{cribe. every fuccefs to his concurrence, 
and every efcape to his protection. / Every 
reflection upon the mercies: we have re- 
ceived, the dangers we have efcaped, and 
the difficulties we have overcome, in our 
| journey through the world, fuggefts to us 
_ how wonderfully Gop has fupported and 
brought us on in our way. /- 

This fenfe of dependence naturally cre- 
ates in us an unwillingnefs to offend, and 
an inclination to ferve and pleafe him. But 
he whom affluence exempts from the ap- 

prehenfions 
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prehenfions of want or danger, has not the 
fame inducements :to confider the need he 
has of the divine affiftance. Trufting to 
appearances, and fecure, as he may flacter 
himfelf, in-an independent provifion, he is 
~ Iefs concerned to folicit the favour of Pro- 
vidence. When thy herds and thy flocks mul- — 
tiply, and thy filver and thy gold is multi- 
plied, and all that thou haft is multiplied, then 
beware, fays Mofes to the Ifraelites, /eff thy 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
thy God. Amidft the fullnefs of plenty, 
we too often exclude from our thoughts 
the confideration of that Being from whom 
we received it; are too apt to truft in our 
goods, and boaft in the multitude of our 
riches; to fay unto gold, Thou: art my hope, 
and, with the rich man in the parable, 
Soul, thou haft much goods laid up for many 
years, take thine cafe. 

Thus afHuence or riches multiplied oe 
yond the exigencies of our ftation, with- 
draw and alienate the heart from Gop, 
and render us inattentive to the duties of 
religion, by removing or weakening the 

foundation 
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foundation of religion, a fenfe of our de- 
pendence on the providence and ote é 
of Heaven. 

But further: Opulence tempts us to be 
as forgetful of our neighbour ‘as of our 
Gop; and, by not fuffering afflictions 
ourfelves, to be lefs difpofed to feel for 
others. )/They who have {marted under 
/ the rod of affliction, are obferved to be 
moft fufeeptive of tendernefs for the af= 
flied, moft difpofed to feel and relieve 
their forrows: / AffiGion humanifes and 
' foftens the heart, and gives it a tafte for 
the ferious pleafures of charity and pity. ’ 
But this amiable difpofition is counteracted 
by affluence, which invites to a variety of 
pleafures, and inclines us to {hun whatever 
may interfere with thofe purfuits. : 

But here we muft obferve, that all in= 
deed do not yield to the temptations of 
riches.. There are many exceptions; many 
who, in the midft of affluence, are neither 
untnindful of their Gop, nor their neigh- 
bour; many who make a virtuous and 
laudable ufe of that diftinction which » 

riches 
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riches create, and add largely to their own, 
by generoufly contributing to the happi- 
nefs of others. 

2dly, Poverty, or the want of the decen- 
cies and conveniences of life, has likewife 
its moral difadvantages and dangers. Of 
thefe indeed mankind are fufficiently fen- 
fible, and need no exhortations to concur 
with the fupplicant of the text in this part 
of his prayer. The moral dangers attend- 
ing poverty are exprefled in thefe words; 
left I be poor, and fteal, and take the name of my 
God in vain; that is, left I be tempted to 
fupply' my wants by unlawful methods, 
by fraud, injuftice, perjury, and the like; 
crimes which poverty may in fome degree 
extenuate, but cannot excufe. For we 
ought to know, with the apoftle, both Low 
to be abafed, and how to abound; to acqui- 
efce in all the difpenfations of Providence; 
to let the will of Heaven be ours; and to 
retain our integrity, when we have loft 
every thing elfe. 

Yet the temptations in a ftate of indi- 
gence, it cannot be difowned, are urgent, 

H and 
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and too often prevail. When a man finds 
-himfelf conftrained to defeend from his 
ftation, and take a lower place, and to fuf-— 
fer all the perhaps unpitied hardthips and 
affliGions attendant on fuch a change, it 
requires a peculiarly right frame, and hap- 
py difpofition of mind, to fubmit with pa- 
tient fortitude to fuch humiliation, and to 
reject every gainful temptation that offers 
to corrupt. If any convenient, though 
fraudful expedient, fhould offer to relieve 
his neceflities, human weaknefs will be 
ftrongly urged, with the unjuft fteward in . 
the gofpel, to provide a difhoneft fubfift- 
ence at the expence of his integrity. 

Here, too, however, there are many ex~ 
ceptions; many who preferve an invari- 
able fenfe of duty, and hold faft their int” 
teerity, amidft the preflures of the nar= 
roweft and moft diftrefsful circumftances. 

If; then, both the extremes of affluence 
and indigence are thus dangerous, and of- 
ten fatal, to virtue; the food convenient 
for us, and adjufted to the exigencies of 
our ftation, which the example in the text 

re- 
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recommends, will be the proper fubject of 
our petitions to Heaven. 

But, notwith{tanding the peculiar temp- 
tations attending the different {tates of af- 
fluence and indigence, certain it is, that 
as no circumftances of fortune can make 
us virtuous and good without our own 
inclination, fo in no circumftances is vir~ 
tue impracticable, if we are well difpofed 

to it. We may be wicked in that medium 
of convenience prefcribed to our defires 
in the text; or we may preferve the fame 
equal innocence, however our circum- 
{tances may vary into either of the ex- 
tremes. Poverty may produce in us an 
' affection for things above ;' may give birth 
to the humble virtues of patience, indu- 
ftry, meeknefs, refignation; and, amidft 
the exuberance of wealth, we may exert 
humanity, benevolence, charity, and be 
tich in good works. The poffeffor of 
riches may become the patron of virtue, 
by lending it his authority and example; 
and is enabled to imitate, in fome meafure; 
the beneficence of his heavenly Father, 

1-2 and 
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and to fupply the place of Providence to 
his fellow-creatures. 

The text may further remind us, that 
as we are the creatures of Gop, we are» 
the dependents alfo on his providence ot 
that to him we fhould ever look up for | 
protection: that all events are in his hands: 
that they receive their exiftence from his 
appointment or permiffion: that he is ne- 
ver inattentive to the wants of his faithful 
fervants’; never neglectful to adminifter 
relief, in the meafure and method which 
his wifdom judges to be moft expedient. 

Thefe fentiments will lead us to an un~ 
complaining fubmiffion to his appoint- 
ments, and an equal refignation in all con-— 
ditions. Are we poor? Have we but a 
flender portion of the good things (as they 
are called) of this world? If we cannot by 
lawful. methods advance our ftation, let 
us confider it as the poft which he has al- 
lotted us. And as itis far beyond human 
wifdom to determine what rank or con- 
dition of life would upon the whole be 
beft for us, let us acquiefce in the appoint- 

| ment 
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ment of our Creator, and pioufly believe, 
that the {tate affigned us by him is the 
beft, if we are careful to make the beft 
ufe of it. We have fufficient grounds to 
believe, that in all his apparently unequal 
diftributions, in all his providential ap- 
pointments, he has the good of his crea- 
tures in view, and places them in higher 
or lower fituations, according as they ap- 
pear favourable to their attainment of fu- 
ture happinefs. He formed the conftitu- 
tion of the foul, and beft knows to what 
moral diforders it is able, what regimen 
will be moft conducive to its everlafting 
‘health ; and the prefcriptions of his pro- 
vidence, we may be affured, are always 
falutary, though fometimes fevere. 

On the other hand, if ‘riches increafe, 
fet not your hearts upon them ; remem- 
ber always from whom they are received, 
and for what ends beftowed ; not to fup- 
port indolence ; not to equip the vain, nor 
pamper the luxurious ; not for avarice to 
hoard, or profligacy to fquander. They 
are given by the Supreme Proprietor with 

H 3 et 
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a merciful intention, to render us the in- 
(truments of his mercy, the difpenfers of 
his bounty, the channels through which 
his provifion for the poor fhould pafs ; 
and to adorn and enrich us with benevo- 
lence and liberality, in its way to the re- 
lief of their indigence ; by which means 
wealth, which often corrupts the heart, 
and multiplies the incentives to vice, may 
be turned into an occafion of the happieft 
and moft profitable virtue. 

Though Gop, the common parent of 
his creatures, is no refpecter of perfons; 
though his mercy is over all his works, 
and his equal care extends to all; yet he 
appears to have diftributed with a very 
partial and unequal hand his temporal 
fupplies, of which fome are altogether de- 
{titute, while others feem to riot in too- 
ample a profufion. The defign of which 
was, doubtlefs, to conftitute the rich his 
{tewards for the poor, and through their 
hands to convey his bounty to them. For 
which reafon, no man’s riches or poflef- 
fions are fo much his own, but that the 


ne= 
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neceflitous and indigent have fome equi- 
table claim to fhare in them. 

In a word, whatever may be our allot- 
ment in the world, let us be pioufly grate- 
ful to Heaven for the bleflings we enjoy ; 
let us endeavour to deferve thofe we want; 
and let it be the chief object of our atten- 
tion, by a wife and virtuous ufe of the 
temporary treafures or poffeflions intrufted 
to us in this life, to fecure the eternal 
pofleffions of the next, and to /ay up fer 


gurfelves treafures in heaven. 


SERMON? Vit. 


Caufes of Propenfity to peculiar 
Vices. | 


HEB. Xil. I. 


Let us lay afide every weight, and the fin 
which doth fo eafily befet us. 


HE Apoftle having, in the preceding 
chapter, difplayed the influence and 
efficacy of religion, as exemplified in the 
lives of the faints of former times, pro- 
ceeds in this chapter to an application of 
his difcourfe ; and to admonifh us, after 
their example, to run with patience the race 
that is fet before us, and to lay afide every 
weight, i. e. every criminal inclination 

and affection, which will otherwife like a 
weight — 
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weight retard us, and prevent our reach- 
ing ‘the goal. Agreeably to. which, by 
the fin which doth fo eafily befet us, mutt 
be underftood, any particular paffion, any 
favourite vice, which cleaves to our af- 
fections, and, like a long garment wrapped 
about us, may entangle us in our Chrif- 
tian race. We are required, therefore, to 
put off this particular vice, as racers did 
their garments in order to run without | 
impediment, fo as to obtain the heavenly 
prize. 

Every human mind feems to have fome 
peculiar character impreffed upon it, fome 
predominant inclination, fome natural pro- 
penfity, which, we may prefume, leads 
to what the apoftle meant by the fin that 
fo eafily befets us. 

In this difcourfe I fhall, 1/, Point out 
the principal caufes of our bias or propen- 
fity to fome particular vice; and, 2dly, 
Shall obferve the obligation incumbent on 
us, of endeavouring to lay it afide. 

I. A propenfity to particular fins may 
be complexional, derived from conftitu- 

tional 
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tional frame and temperament. From 
the firft parent of mankind, an hereditary 
corruption has been tranfmitted to all his 
pofterity: whence it is, that there is not 
a man that liveth and finneth not; and 
that the mind is as fabje& to moral dif- 
order, as the body to difeafe. But this 
corruption, this moral difeafe, which in- 
fe&ed the whole human race, does not 
operate with equal. malignity, nor is 
marked with the fame fymptoms, in all 
men; but puts on various appearances, 
and differs from itfelf, in almoft every 
individual. Whether this is to be afcri- 
bed folely to a diverfity of texture in the 
body, orto fome original diflimilitude alfo 
in the frame of the mind, is uncertain. 
The fact, however, is apparent, that the 
general imperfection or corruption com- 
mon to our nature, is in fome meafure 
diverfified in every individual, and dif- 
covers itfelf in various paflions and pro- 
_ penfions, which we feem to bring into the 
world with us, and are ufually, on all oc- 
cafions, predominant. Our natural frame 

vee 
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may render us peculiarly liable to certain 
vices, in the fame manner as to fome dif- 
orders, more than to others. Men are 
born with different propenfities to pleafure, 
avarice, ambition, refentment, malice, 
envy, or the like. Thefe are the produce 
of our nature, the native growth of our 
corruption. They may, indeed, by various 
methods be cultivated, and acquire vigour 
and maturity: but the feeds of them feem 
to be natural to the foil, to fhoot up {pon- 
taneoufly in the mind; and in proportion 
to our neglect of them, {trike a deeper 
root, and become fill more difficult to be 
extirpated. 

Another occafion of propenfity to parti- 
cular vices is, the power of cuftom or ha- 
bit : which is commonly, and juftly, re- 
puted a fecond nature, a kind of new na- 
ture ingrafted upon the former; and is 
often, in its influence and effects, not 
much inferior to it. The force and in- 
fluence of -cuftom is very vifible in brute 
animals, who are commonly determined 
by it to a certain line of action, and {el- 

dom 
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dom quit the tract to which they have 
been long accuftomed. It is the fame in 
the human fpecies : we in like manner feel - 
the power of cuftom and habit. Actions 
often repeated form habits; and habits 
approach near to natural propenfions. Any 
the moft indifferent action, which was at 
firft altogether optional and voluntary, 
becomes gradually, by ufe and practice, ° 
natural and almoft neceflary. By frequent 
compliance with any vice, we fuffer it to 
acquire an influence which we know not 
how to refift; and then by degrees it af- 
fumes an abfolute dominion: nor is it 
without many repeated and determined 
efforts, that we can ever refcue ourfelves 
from the bondage, and regain our liberty. 

To this principle of cuftom or habit 
many vices and wrong propenfions owe 
their influence. It is to this principle, . 
(e. g.) not to Nature, that we may afcribe 
the vice of Intemperance. Nature approves 
moderation ; delights in temperate enjoy- 
ments; is difgufted, and oppreffed, by 
excefs, But cuftom and habit lead men 


beyond | 
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beyond the temperate limits marked out 
by nature, and conduct them by degrees 
into the extremes of intemperance ; where, 
though Nature denies them valuable and 
permanent pleafures, they form to them- 
felves fome that are fantaftic, and fubfift 
only in imagination. Another fin into 
which men are led by mere cuftom, and 
by nothing elfe, is the common pra¢tice of 
profaning the name of Gop: for to this 
fin Nature has no propenfity, and offers 
no temptation; no fenfe is pleafed, no 
inclination gratified; and our reafon and 
judgment muit always oppofe and con- 
demn it. Yet let this fin be once admitted, 
and it will infinuate itfelf, and infenfibly 
gain ground, and often prevail, even a- 
gainft the ftrongeft conviction of reafon, 
and remain unfubdued to the laft. Cu- 
{tom itfelf becomes a feducement in this 
cafe: the very habit of committing the 
fin tempts to a repetition of it; which, 
like a difeafe long neglected, becomes in a 
manner incurable. 


Another occafion of a bias or inclination 
to 
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to fome particular vice, may arife from 
our fituation and condition of life. Every 
fituation is expofed to fome peculiar in- 
convenience; every condition of life to its 
own trials. Thus affluence and poverty 
have each their refpective feducements. 
And the fame obfervation might be ex- 
tended to the different periods of life, and 
to different profeflions and employments, 
which are all expofed to peculiar tempta- 
tions, and to their correfpondent vices. 
In fhort, our native paflions and defires; 
our employments and our pleafures, our 
youth and our age, example, fafhion, and 
the like, have all an influence in leading 
us to fome peculiar and predominant 
vice. ; 
Il. Having thus pointed out the prin- 
cipal caufes of our bias or propenfity to 
the fin which eafily befets us, | fhall next 
proceed to confider the obligation incum- 
bent on us, of endeavouring to correct of 
The greater propenfity we 


lay it afide. 
feel in ourfelves towards any culpable 
paflion or failing, with the more care and 

vigi- 
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vigilance ought we to watch, and with the 
more vigorous exertions to guard againft 
it. For no natural or acquired propenfion 
will acquit us from the imputation of 
guilt, or be admitted as a good plea for 
retaining a favourite vice. Our natural 
conftitutions are indeed dependent on the 
will of our Creator, and not on ourfelves. 
Our circumftances and fituations in life 
alfo may be what his providence appoint- 
ed. But the -confequence would be fatal, 
if we were from thence to draw this par- 
tial conclufion, that we may comply with 
the temptations which thefe circumftances 
lay before us, and yield to the feduce- 
ments of our temper or fituation. For 
whatever trials we may meet with, what- 
ever temptations may affault us, an up- 
_ fight and determined mind will be armed 
againft them, and prepared for the con~ 
flit ; and we can be under no neceflity 
of yielding, but by our own confent, and 
by fuffering our paflions to betray the fuc- 
cours of reafon and religion. 
It will be in vain, then, to apologize 
. for 
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for our fins, by pleading, with our firft 
parents, that we were tempted ; for it is 
the oppofing and rejecting temptations in 
which the fpirit of religion confifts. This 
is the trial to which our Maker has defti- 
ned us; this the warfare in which he has 
appointed us to engage, and in which he 
has alfo enabled us to conquer. In hu- 
man life are many contefts between reafon 
and the paffions. The beft proof of our 
virtue is, when in thefe contefts reafon 
obtains the victory, and fubdues every 
paffion that wars againft the foul. To 
obey Gop in matters indifferent, where 
the paflions form no oppofition, and no 
temptation invites us to offend, is an eafy 
fervice, and is to offer him a facrifice 
which cofts us nothing. The only deci- 
five teft of duty is, when, in obedience to 
our Maker, we abftain from thofe fins 
to which nature or habit has given us a 
{trong propenfity ; when we facrifice to 
him our favourite paflion; when we offer 
the beloved of our foul upon his. altar. 
Tt will be in vain, therefore, to urge, in 

vindi- 
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vindication of our offences, the propenfi- 
ties of our natural temper, the power of 
cuftom and’ habit, or the difficulties pecu- 

liar to our refpective fituations. 
Difficulties there undoubtedly are in the 
practice of religion ; for this life was ‘in- 
tended to be a ftate of trial. In the nature 
of a moral government of the world, there 
muft be proper trials of obedience ; and 
it has been fuppofed not improbable, that 
all intelle@tual beings whatever may have 
been originally created in a ftate of trial 
or probation. Agreeably to which opini- 
nion, the {cripture informs us, that whilft 
fome of the angels were the fervants of 
Gop, and did his pleafure, others there 
were who kept not their firft eftate, but 
left their own habitation. But’ be this 
as it may, Gop, we are aflured, will not 
fuffer us to be tempted above what we are 
able. It is in our power to maintain the 
authority of reafon; to oppofe the corrup- 
tions of our nature, and the dominion of 
evil habits; to refift feducements from ob- 
jects without, and temptations from pafiions 
J with- 
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within us. This is the proper work and 
bufinefs of religion: this the duty which 
Gop requires at our hands; and has there- 
fore, undoubtedly, given us ability to 
perform. | 

One great obftacle, indeed, to the cor- 
recting or guarding againft the fin that 
moft eafily befets us, is the difficulty we 
often find in difcovering and dete¢ting it. 
We fee few things in this world in a clear 
and true light; ourfelves, perhaps, leaft of 
all. For though we have a power which 
no creatures in the world but ourfelves 
poffefs, a power of turning our attention 
inward, and obferving the various incli- 
nations and propenfities of the foul; yet 
fo inattentive are we, fo feldom or fo 
{lightly do we obferve what pafles within 
us, that we are ina great meafure un- 
known to ourfelves, unacquainted with . 
our own heart. — 

Such likewife is the prepofleflion in our 
own favour, fo flattering the glafs that 
felf-love holds before us, that this alfo 
prevents us from feeing our deformities, . 

and 
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and marking the true features and com- 
plexion of the mind. Quick-fighted as we 
all are to the faults or foibles of others, 
we do not, or will not, with the fame fa- 
cility difcern our own. Our paffions are 
our apologifts ; they plead for our vices, 
and miflead our judgement. The co- 
vetous man, ¢é.¢. condemns diffipation, 
voluptuoufnefs, pride, and every other 
vice, but his own avarice, which to him 
appears in the light of a juft and laudable 
ceconomy and prudence. The voluptuary 
holds in equal deteftation and contempt 
the penurious maxims and manners of the 
mifer; but partiality to his own pleafures 
. throws a veil over their guilt. The proud. 
man may equally difcern and cenfure the 
defects of both thefe characters ; but his 
own pride, however faulty, he confiders 
only as a proper and becoming dignity, 
which he aflumes from confcioufnefs 
of fuperior rank or merit. And_ thus 
men, under the influence of their refpec- 
tive ruling paflions, cenfure and condemn 

F2 the 
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the vices of others; but are infenfible, or 

partial, to their own. © 
This may be a monition to us, to {cru- 
tinife with the ftricteft caution our own 
heart, to look well if there be any eulpa- 
ble inclination or paffion lurking in it, 
that we may not be deceived by any flat- 
tering reports of our character made by 
felf-partiality. To aflift us in forming a 
right judgement of our condud, and fee- 
ing it in a true light, the beft method 
perhaps would be, to put ourfelves as much 
as may be out of the queftion; to diveft 
ourfelves of all concern in it; and to fup- 
pofe, that we are pafling judgement, not 
on ourfelves, but on another perfon. In 
deciding upon the actions of others, we 
¢an exclude our paffions; we can view 
their conduct with indifference, and ex- 
amine it with impartiality ; we can con- 
fult reafon, and pronounce an equal, un- 
influenced fentence. But, in our own caufe, 
our paflions and inclinations are all ad- 
mitted to plead in our behalf; and our 
underftanding is in a great meafure under 
their 
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their influence, and hardly at liberty to 
cenfure what they approve. Such is often 
the partiality in our own favour, that we 
fee not the deformity of our own moft 
offenfive vices, whilft we can clearly dif- 
cern, and feverely cenfure, the leaft ex- 
ceptionable foible in another. As felf-love, 
then, is always partial, and fhews us to 
ourfelves in a glafs which gives not a true 
but a flattering likenefs, it might be pru-, 
dent to transfer our actions to another, 
and to obferve how they look, and whe- 
ther they are becoming in that other per- 
fon in whofe favour we have no prepof- 
fefion. Let us fuppofe him in the fame 
fituation with ourfelves, doing what we 
find ourfelves inclined to do, and confi- 
der what opinion we fhould form of his 
behaviour; and then bring it home, and. 
apply it to ourfelves. By this means we | 
may perhaps prevent that corrupt influ- 
ence which partiality and paffion are apt 
to acquire over our reafon and under- 
ftanding ; we may guard againft felf-de~ 
ception ; may obtain a juft knowledge of 
La3 our= 
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ourfelves, and be enabled to lay afide the . 
fin, whether natural and conftitutional, 
or acquired and habitual, that moft eafi- 
ly, and perhaps almoft imperceptibly, be- 
fets us. 
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SERMON Ix. 
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Hes. x. 38. 


Now the juft feall live by faith. 


HE firft inftruGions in Chriftian 
knowledge inform us of the impor- 

tance and neceflity of faith to our eternal 
happinefs. We are aflured that the juft 
fhall live by faith ; and that without it, it 
is impoflible to pleafe Gop. The word 
faith in the facred writings has diffe- 
rent acceptations; and no doctrine of the 
f{criptures has been more mifapprehended, 
and more obfcured by various mifrepre- 
fentations, than the nature of faith. With- 
T4 out 
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out animadverting upon the various errors 
concerning it, I fhall confider it as imply- 
ing. a perfuafion of the truth of our reli- 
gion, of its doctrines, its promifes, and 
declarations ; and fhall, in this difcourfe, 
obferve the reafon why faith is, in this 
fenfe, indifpenfably required, and declared 
to be the neceffary condition of falvation. 

iff, It feems abfolutely effential to the 
nature, and neceflary to the defign and fuc- 
cefs, of a divine revelation, that the meflen- 
ger of it fhould, upon producing fufficient 
evidence and proper atteftations from Hea- 
ven, infift upon an acknowledgement of its 
truth, as proceeding from that Being who 
cannot deceive his creatures, whofe admo- 
nitions would not be offered but for our 
advantage, and whofe authority cannot 
be difobeyed without danger. _ 

On the other hand, there would be a 
manifeft impropriety and inconfiftence in — 
offering fuch a revelation to the world, 
and at the fame time declaring, that the 
reception of it was a matter of indiffer- 
ence ;. that it might with fafety be either 

admit- 
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admitted or rejected ; that the one would 
intitle to no favour, nor the other ex- 
pofe us to difpleafure. A revelation, in- 
troduced and propofed with thefe circum- 
{tances would hardly invite an examinati- 
on or inquiry into its credentials ; fince, 
by the confeffion of the perfon who offered 
it, it might with fafety be rejected ; and 
confequently could not be of importance 
to the happinefs of mankind, and there- 
fore unlikely to be the fubject of a divine 

interpofition. _ | 
But, 2d/y, The principal reafon why 
faith is fo indifpenfably required, and de- 
clared to be the condition of falvation, is, 
becaufe it is the fureft principle of holinefs, 
the bafis of obedience, the natural foun- 
dation of univerfal virtue. The Faith fo 
ftridtly required, and fo highly applauded, 
in {cripture, is not a mere acknowledge- 
ment or affent, but a vital, active princi- 
ple of obedience. Faith is as much recom- 
mended and approved in fcripture, as fin 
is reprobated and condemned: to the one 
is annexed the promife of eternal rewards; 
the 
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the other is prohibited by the fevereft de- 
nunciations. From whence it may appear, 
that faith is, in the fcriptural idea of it, 
utterly irreconcileable and inconfiftent 
with fin: for, otherwife, what muft be 
the fate of thofe who believe right, and 
live wrong; and would, confequently, be 
intitled to the rewards of faith, and yet 
incur the condemnation and penalty de- 
nounced to difobedience? 

The faith, therefore, required in ferips 
ture, muft be fuch as includes obedience of 
heart and life to the precepts of the gofpel, 
as well as the affent of the mind or under- 
ftanding to the truths it delivers. And 
certain it is, that if the doctrines deliver- 
_ ed in the gofpel be regarded and confider- 
ed with due attention, they muft be pro- 
ductive of obedience to its precepts, and 
make us in every refpeét what we ought 
to be. ; 
If, for inftance, we believe in our hearts, 
and are perfuaded of the exiftence of a 
Gop, fupremely powerful, wife, and good, 
poflefled of every conceivable and poflible 

pete 


Ser. 9. On Faith. 139 


perfection, we'cannot but reverence and 
adore a nature fo infinitely fuperior; and 
every fentiment of our heart muft pay ho- 
mage to him. If we apprehend him to 
be the original of good, the fountain of 
mercy; the author of our being, and of all 
_ the blefiings that attend it; the creator and 
preferver of the world, and of all its inha- 
bitants; we fhall be naturally led to ac- 
knowledge his goodnefs in allthe exprefiions 
of worfhip, praife, fubmifflion, and obedi- 
ence. If we believe that he fent his Son 
into the world, by his doétrine to inftrua, 
by his example to go before us inthe paths 
of obedience, and by the merit of his death 
and fufferings to purchafe, on certain con- 
ditions, the pardon of our fins, and an 
eternity of happinefs; we mutt, confe- 
quently, think ourfelves obliged to obey 
the precepts of his doctrine, to imitate the 
example of his life, to comply with the 
conditions required, and be grateful for fo 
amazing an expreflion of mercy. If we 
firmly believe, that our bleffed Lorp has 
brought life and immortality to light; 

that, 
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that, this life ended, we fhall enter into 
another more important ftate of being, 
wherein endlefs punifhments await the 
wicked, and where manfions of eternal 
blifs are prepared for the righteous; a re- — 
gard to our future happinefs will concur 
with a fenfe of duty, and co-operate in 
inviting and compelling us to the ob- 
fervance of religion. 

For nothing can more influence the 
mind, nothing can take fafter hold of our 
nature, or offer more effectual compulfion 
‘to a free and moral agent, than the hopes 
of immortal happinefs, and the fear of 
never-ceafing mifery. If we were to fup- 
pofe the veil drawn afide that intercepts 
the profpect of a future ftate ; if with eyes 
of flefh we could leok up to the throne of 
Gop, and fee heaven opened, and all its 
vlories revealed to view; it would doubt- 
lefs be utterly impoflible for any pleafures 
or interefts of the world, or for all the 
concernments of time, to feduce us from 
the purfuit of fuch glory. Our whole 
attention would be fixed on heaven; that 

great 
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great important intereft would fill our 
mind; and our whole care would be, fo to 
pafs through things temporal, as finally to 
lofe not the things eternal. Faith, in fome 
meafure, draws afide this veil, and brings 
futurity to view; fets before us the joys to 
be inherited by the virtuous; and muift, 
in the fame mannner as the real vifion, 
tho’ with inferior energy, animate us to | 
the purfuit of virtue and immortality; 
teach us to defpife the corruptions, and re- 
ject the allurements, of the world; and to 
attend to the care of our everlafting inte- 
re{t, and to a wife provifion for eternity. 
-In like manner, all the doctrines of the 
gofpel are delivered with a view to fecure 
obedience to its laws and precepts; as thefe 
alfo are framed to carry on and accomplifh 
the great end and purpofe of the Creator 
in communicating exiftence,—which is, 
the felicity of his creatures. Faith is there- 
fore recommended in Scripture, becaufe 
it leads us on to virtue and happinefs, 
and lends its friendly aid in conduéting 
us to the higheft perfection of our nature. 
It 
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It derives its value from its utility, and. 
is to be cultivated for the fruits it pro- 
duces. When the Scriptures aflure us, 
that we are faved by faith, that we are 
fanctified by it, and that all who believe 
are juftified from all things; the reafon of 
thefe and other fimilar expreffions is, that 
faith is the natural ground of obedience. 
It faves us, not by any peculiar merit in 
itfelf ; but by being the beft principle of 
virtue, and of that holinefs without which 
no man fhall fee Gop ; and may therefore 
with propriety be faid to be entitled to 
the reward of that obedience which is de-« 
rived from it. Faith is not required of 
us for its own fake, but in order to fome 
further end; which, if not attained, the 
miere belief or acknowlegment of the prin- 
ciples of religion will not avail,—will be 
neither acceptable to Gop, nor beneficial 
- to ourfelves. 

The Almighty would not have difco- 
vered himfelf to us, nor have required 
the belief of his being, his providence, 
or his revelation, merely that we might 

know 
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know there is a Gop, who made and 
governs the world, and has revealed his 
will to his creatures ; but that this belief 
might have its proper effect, and be pro- 
ductive of obedience to his laws. Faith, 
confidered abftractedly from the fruits of 
holinefs, and goodnefs, and charity, will 
not recommend us to the favour of Gop. 
The excellence of faith confifts in its be- 
ing the principle of a good life, and fur- 
nifhing the beft motives and incitements 
thereto, viz. the promifes and denuncia- 
tions of the gofpel. It is a tree valu-, 
able for bringing forth good fruit ; but 
when it fails of fo doing, is of no value 
at all. 

We are indeed affured, that whofoever 
believeth in Chrift, fhall receive remiflion . 
of fins: but this expreflion does notimply 
that remiflion of fins-fhall be granted to 
whoever profefles a belief in Chrift ; but 
to him only who has fuch a ferious and 
effetual conviction of the truth of his 
doétrine, as to make it the rule of his life 
and manners. It is integrity and rectitude 

ot - 
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of life, it is holinefs alone, which can te=: 
commend us to the divine favour and. ac~.- 
ceptance ; but as faith is previoufly necef- 
- fary to holinefs, it is confequently necef= 
fary in order to obtain. the divine favour. 
Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
Gop; becaufe the practice of religion 
cannot fubfift without a belief of its prim- 
ciples: we cannot worlhip Gop unlefs we 
believe that he exifts; nor can we obey 
his will, unlefs we are perfuaded. that 
he has made his will known. .He that co= 
meth to God, fays the apoftle, (i. e. he who 
would lead a good life), m/f? believe that he 
is, and that he 1s the rewarder of them that 
diligently feek him. Soe 

Without faith in thief fundamental 
' truths, without a fubf{cription to this creed. 
at leaft, virtuous manners, or a morab 
conduct, can. have no fuflicient founda=_ 
tion. For though fome good actions may 
be performed, from natural temper, from 
the common propenfities of humanity, 
without any regard to principle; yet the 
only fure ground-work of good morals is 

| the 
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the behef of a Divine Being, and of a fu- 
ture retribution. He who aéts from this 
principle, aéts from a motive which no- 
thing can counterbalance ; and may there- | 
fore hold faft his integrity, and perfevere 
invariably in the paths of virtue, in 2 ova, 
fition to all feducements. 

He who is not actuated by this faith, 
may indeed occafionally exert fome virtues, 
from complexional benevolence, natural 
difpofition, or interefted confiderations : 
but can have no fixed and determined 
principle of goodnefs; no motive to per- 
form unprofitable or difagreeable duties, 
or to relinquifh agreeable or profitable 
vices; at leaft in private, and when the 
eye of the world is not upon him, Un- 
embarrafled, as he thinks, by the obliga- 
tions and reftraints of religion, he has no 
inducement to regard any rules of virtue, 
right, or juftice, farther than they are 
conducive to his prefent pleafure, conve- 
nience, or fecurity. Worldly power, plea- 
fure, profit, or reputation, can be his only 
aim, whofe views and hopes terminate in 

K this 
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this world, and who does not believe of 
expect that he will be accountable in ano- 
ther. | 
I fhall now proceed to offer fome ob- 
fervations fuggefted by the preceding doc- 
trine. | 
_ iff, If faith be. the ground and founda- 
tion of holinefs, we may hence learn the 
reafon of the general prevalence of vice and 
iniquity in the world ; which is, a want 
of faith, or want of attention to the objects 
of it. The iniquitous and unjuft may 
furely be prefumed not to believe, or not 
well to confider, that their fins will bring 
down upon them the fevereft inflitions in 
another world. They muft adopt: fome » 
errors, fome fatal delufions, in orderto im- 
pofe upon their underftanding, and vin- 
dicate their conduct to themfelves. They 
muft fay in their heart, There is no God; 
or that no future account will be given to 
him of their actions; or that the Scrip- 
tures are not his revelation ; or that.his 
yuttice is not fo fevere as it is reprefented ; 
or that he does not behold iniquity ; or 
will 
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will at laft pardon it, and not execute the 
inflictions he has denounced. By thefe, 
or other fimilar illufions, fin muft come 
recommended, before it can poflibly be- 
come the object of deliberate choice. | 
2dly, If faith be fubfervient to holinefs, 
and derives its value from its efficacy and 
influence on our manners, we may hence 
learn to eftimate the intrinfic value of 
every doctrine, and to weigh the degrees 
of malignity and danger in particular er- 
rors. Doctrines are valuable, in proportion 
to their moral importance, or fubfervience 
to virtue; in proportion to their influence 
in inclining us to preferve in our minds 
a conftant fenfe of our dependence on our 
Maker, and of the duties we owe him, 
and of our obligations to obferve integrity, 
and juftice, and equity, and charity, in 
all our dealings. Erroneous opinions, fo 
far as they are merely {peculative, and 
have no tendency to corrupt morals, or to 
encourage or feduce to vice, feem liable 
only to the charge of weaknefs. But in 


what degree foever they are injurious to 


72 virtue, 
Fr 


148 On Faith. Ser. 9. 


virtue, and have an immoral tendency, 
they are in the fame degree pernicious to 
men, and offenfive in the eye of Heaven. 

Lafily, If the end and defign, the ori- 
ginal view and intention, of faith, was to 
lead us to the practice of all righteoufnefs 
and goodnefs; let us not reft our hopes of 
-falvation on a bare acknowledgement or 
belief of the gofpel, in-an ineffectual bar- 
ren faith, productive of no virtue: but 
let our faith have its proper influence ; let 
our manners correfpond with our prin- 
ciples ; and let us live as we believe. or 
what doth it profit, {ays the apoftle, though 
a man fay he hath faith, and hath not works? 
Can faith fave him? Such faith is dead, 
ineffectual to all the purpofes of falvation; 
for faith can no otherwile fave us, than 
by its influence on our manners. Inte- 
grity of life is the genuine fruit of a right 
faith, as a depravity of morals may be ex- 
pected to be the natural confequence of 
infidelity. We have good grounds to think 
we pollefs a faving faith, when our obe- 
dience is not defective; and that we.are 


true 
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true believers of the gofpel, when we live 
up to its rules. 

On the other hand, whatever creed we 
profefs, whatever church we adhere’ to, 
or with whatever appearances of zeal we 
may deceive the world, or ourfelves ; yet, 
if we live in a violation or negleét of 
the precepts and duties of religion, our 
faith is vain ; whilft we believe, we mutt 
tremble; the faith which fhould fave us, 
will be our condemnation.—-That we may 
all poffefs fuch an influential and effectual 
- faith, as will produce obedience, and in- 
fure the falvation of our fouls, may Gop 
of his infinite mercy grant ! 
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Infufficiency of this World to our 
Happinefs, and the confequent 
Probability of a Future Strate. 


CoLoss. iii. 2. 


Set your affettion on things above, not on 
things on. the earth, 


OO great an attachment to the world 

and its enjoyments, is the fource of 
numberlefs diforders in human life, and 
leads us often aftray from the paths of 
wifdom and happinefs: the {cripture, 
therefore, often exhorts us to rectify our 
opinion of the world, to call off our affec- 
tions from its pleafures, and to direct them 
to 
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to objects of a far higher and nobler na- 
ture, things celeftial and eternal. To this 
end, I fhall confider, 1/7, How little reafon 
we have to place our affections folely or 
principally on this world, and its enjoy- 
ments ; and, 2d/y, Shall obferve,; that from 
the deficiency and .imperfection of: all 
worldly enjoyments, we may infer our 
future happier exiftence in another ftate. 

I. The wifeft of men, who tried every 
project, purfued every plan, of pleafure, 
that defire could fuggeft, and was pofleffed 
of every advantage that might be fuppofed 
to favour his purfuit, finifhed his courfe 
of experiments with this conclufion, that 
all is vanity and vexation of fpirit. And 
indeed a wifdom and experience much in- 
ferior to that of Solomon might fuffice to 
fhow, that earthly pleafures are defective, 
are not commenfurate to the defires and 
capacity of the foul; and that true hap- 
pinefs is not here to be found. On the con- 
trary, the fcripture aflerts that man is born 
to trouble; and nature and experience 
but too well confirm the aflertion. 


oa But 
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_. But as. it is always with reluctance we 
admit unwelcome truths, we are always 
_willing to form, therefore, a favourable 
idea of human life; and-in the vifions of 
hope and fancy, we form plans of happi- 
nefs which we can never execute. Though 
deceived by paft pleafures, we give credit 
to the future, and live in perpetual expec- 
tation of what we never obtain. Urged 
by an inextinguifhable thirft of happinefs, 
never fully gratified with what we have, we 
are always looking forward to fomethimg 
we have not; fomething that imagination 
prefents to us at a diftance, and tells us 
will effect the completion of our withes. © 
Thither then we dire@ our. fteps. . But 
when by much toil and labour, perhaps, 
we have made fome progrefs, and have 
overcome various obftacles, and almoft 
reached the obje@ of our hopes, fome ac- 
cident always interpofes, fomewhat always 
fteps in, and ftands in the way. between 
us and happinefs, and prevents either the 
attainment of what we had in view, or 
the enjoyment we expected in it, 

Such 
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Such is the lot of human life, either to 
be debarred from our wifhes, or, if we 
are permitted to fucceed in them, to find 
by a comfortlefs experiment, how little 
our fuccefs contributes to our happinefs ; 
to find, that what we have been purfuing, 
borrowed its chief value from the miftakes 
of imagination; that our paffions had 
over-rated it; that the pleafure of the ac- 
quifition gradually diminifhes, and wears 
off with the novelty of it; and that no 
fooner have we obtained oneé with, than 
we begin to form another. [If one defire 
is gratified, another fucceeds ; fomething 
unattained ftill engages us in a freth pur- 
fait; and we run an endlefS race for a 
prize we never win. Thus mankind go 
on, féeking what they cannot find, or find- 
ing what they fought to be but illufion 
when they ‘approach it. We vary our 
plan, and wander from projeét to projet; 
but meet the fame difflatisfaction, and are 
at laft, perhaps, farther from happinefs 
‘than at our firft fetting out. 
Such is our nature, and the nature of. 
all 
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all worldly enjoyments, that we can nei- 
ther ceafe to purfue, nor ever find the fe-» 
licity we expected in them. Providence, 
doubtlefs for wife ends, has thought fit 
to intermix human life with good and. | 
evil; to tinéture all its pleafures with a 
degree of bitternefs: the pureft are not, 
unmixed; the beft. may fatiate, but can- 
not fatisfy. 

But fhould we admit i the pleafures 
of the world have (what they are far from 
having) all that we fancy to bein them; 
were they valuable as imagination is apt 
to reprefent, and our -paflions to believe 
them; yet he who enjoys the greateft hap- 
pinefs, wants one happinefs more, a fecu-: 
rity for the future of what he poflefles at 
prefent. For fuch isthe precarious tenure 
of all earthly pofleflions or pleafures, that 
we can fcarcely call them our own. Sta- 
bility is not the property of any. thing 
here below, in this region of accidents and 
uncertainty. Many of us may by expe- 
rience know, that almoft every fleeting 
year carries away with it fome portion of 

Saiens our 
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our pleafure, fome enjoyment, fome friend 
perhaps, fome object of delight, fomewhat 
which we have been accuftomed to con- 
fider as conftituting a part of our happi- 
nefs. Our pleafures, like ourfelves, are all 
tranfitory and mortal; and thort as life is, 
yet we often furvive them all. 
But were the enjoyments of the world 
in their nature ftable and: permanent, is 
there not yet an irreverfible decree whith 
muft make them ceafe to us? If they do 
not make themfelves wings and flee from 
us,’ muft not we by neceflity of nature 
forfake them ?—we, who'are hourly ha- 
ftening to a diffolution; when the world 
and all its enjoyments, with regard to us, 
come to an end! Life itfelf is as uncer- 
tain as any of its pleafures. We are frail 
and mortal, as well as all things about us 
mutable and perifhing. When we have 
with much labour, perhaps, and long per- 
feverance, collected the materials of enjoy- 
ment, and formed a plan, and laid a foun- 
dation, and built, as we think,:a durable: 
ftructure, the laft enemy comes, and by 
him 
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him the beft-built fabric of human happi- 
nefs is laid in the duft. | 

"If, then, the enjoyments of the world 
are thus defective; if the purfuit is anxious, 
the pofleffion unfatisfying, the tenure pre- 
carious; where is the wifdom of fetting ~ 
fo high a price upon them? Why do we 
lay out all our time and care upon fha- 
dows and illlufions? Why fet our whole 
affections upon enjoyments that are often 
fought in vain, are vain when found, that 
can neither fatisfy us while we live, nor 
fave us from the hand of death, and muift 
foon either forfake or be forfaken by us ? 

Which leads me to obferve, 

II. That from the defeéts and 1 imper- 
fection of all earthly enjoyments, we may 
infer our future happier exiftence in ano- 
ther ftate. | 

The happinefs of mankind, we have the 
- greateft reafon to believe, was the original 
defign of the Creator in giving them exift- 
ence. We can conceive no other purpofe 
worthy of him in his plan of creation. 
If this purpofe does not now take effect, 

may 
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may we not be aflured that it will be 
_accomplifhed hereafter? If-our heavenly 
Father does not beftow on us his children 
our portion of felicity in this world, may 

we not infer, that he referves this inheri- 
tance for another ftate? May we not hope, 
that if we are not prodigal children; if 
we are not undutiful to fo kind a Parent; 
if we make it our care to ferve him, and 
not at any time to ranfgrefs his command- 
ments ;—-may we not hope that we fhall 
be ever with him; and that all that he 
has, all the happinefs he can beftow, will 
one day be ours? » 

Imperfect, and far inadequate to the 
capacity and defires of the foul, are all 
the enjoyments of this world, To man 
alone, of all creatures upon earth, is de- 
nied a happinefs commentfurate to the full 
extent of his powers. Nature feems to 
have made ample provifion for her other 
children, and beftowed on them all the _ 
enjoyment their appetites crave. Man 
alone, though ever in purfuit, is never in 
‘pofieffion, of happinefs. Impatient amid{t 

| all 
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all he can acquire, he is ever (in imagina- 
tion at leaft) making excurfions in fearch 
of fome higher felicity, higher indeed 
than either Nature or Providence will here 
permit him to poffefs. Why, then, was 
man fo formed as never to acquiefce 
in his portion here below? why created 
with capacities fo extenfive, for enjoyments 
fo limited? or for what end were im- 
planted in him defires greater than the 
world can fatisfy? Not, furely, to mock 
his expectations, and difquiet him in vain; 
not merely to make a fuperfluous addition 
to other troubles to which he is born. 
Thefe defires and capacities the Divine 
Wifdom has doubtlefs fuited to our con- 
dition, and planted in the mind for fome 
wife and good end: and they feem meant 
to point out an hereafter ; to indicate the 
immortality of our being; to intimate, 
that this world was not defigned to be the 
{cene of our felicity ; that Gop hath bet- 
ter things in referve for us; that we fhould 
look, therefore, beyond the world, toano- 
ther ftate, where thofe defires will not be 
in 
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in vain; where he will fill up the meafure 
of our capacities, and himfelf; who is 
boundlefs. as our defires, will be the ob- 

ject we fo much long for. 
Such fhould feem to be the divine in- 
tentions intimated in the frame of our na- 
ture. Were this world indeed the laft, as 
well as firft, {cene of our exiftence; were 
man created for no better purpofe than to 
employ for a few years his fkill and. care 
in the fupport of a frail body which no 
care or {kill can fave from corruption; to 
engage in the vain purfuit of happinefs, 
which he can neither ceafe to defire, nor 
has power to attain; and were he then to 
return, and mix for ever with the duft 
from which he was formed ;—were thefe 
the purpofes, this the end of his being, 
might we not complain. of Nature’s un- 
kindnefs ? Might we not expoftulate with 
our Creator in the language of the Pfal- 
mift, Wherefore haft thou made all men in 
vain 2 Had the Almighty no farther view 
in our creation than a fhort fubfiftence in 
this world; were the enjoyments of this 
life, 
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liféy fuch’as they arey all we mutt be per= 
mitted to’ tafte ; and were all our: hopes’ 

and profpects to terminate inthe grave ;—" 
it- would be hard 'to reconcile this proce- 

dure with infinite wifdom and beneficence;" 
hard to fay to what ‘end’ we live here,” 
were we not to-live hereafter.» Unhappy” 
indeed would be the lot of human nature,’ 
if after our voyage in this turbulent ‘ocean * 
of life, after a perhaps tempeftuous paflage, 

we were never to make the land of ever=— 
lafting reft, never'to arrive atthe haven” 
where we would be; but were deftined to 
perifh in the deep, and ourfelves, and’ alk: 

our hopes, to be wrecked, and loft forever!” 
Too, too wretched a fate this, to be the 
appointment of ourall-gracious Creator.» 
The Wifeft and Beft of Beings, we may be 
affured, would never have fent us into the | 


world, only to be born to*dangers and 


troubles we cannot avoid, and to the de= : 
fires and hopes of a ‘felicity we were never / 
to attain ; but moft certainly defigned this” 
world tobe introdutory to a better, where” 
thofe defires will find correfpondent ob- © 

DO jects, 
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jects, and where happinefs adapted to the 
impreflions he has given to our fouls 
will be found. | 

Were our prefent life a ftate of pure un- 
mixed enjoyment, tinctured with no for=. 
rows, unembittered with anxieties or fears, 
we might be tempted to fufpect that this 
life-is our all; that we have nothing be- 
yond it to expe; and that the purpofes 
of Gop with regard to mankind extend no 
farther. But the infufficiency, the empti- 
nefs, and vanity, of all earthly enjoyments, 
lead us to another conclufion, and bid us 
apprehend fome other more important 
purpofes of his wifdom. Whatever dark- 
nefs there may be in the ways of Provi- 
dence; though no human underftanding 
can penetrate the counfels of the Supreme 
Being; though it fhould be deemed pre- 
fumption to fay what was the precife view, 
the chief and ultimate object, of Divine 
Wifdom in his plan of creation; yet of 
this we may be affured, (if affurance may 
in any thing be obtained), that the infi- 


nitely wife and good Author of nature > 
L would 
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would never have given us’being ‘with any 
view that was not confiftent with a regard 
to our happinefs; and, confequently, would 
never have fent us into the world, only to 
be amufed and flattered with vifionary 
hopes and expeCtations, and to fuffer much 
by an inevitable fucceflion of pains and 
forrows; and muft therefore have had in 
view another, better, happier ftate of pane: 
when he placed us in.this. 

If he had defigned us for this life ad 
why is it not, to the virtuous and good, 
as happy, and perfect, as abfolute Good- 
nefs might have made it? or why did he 
plant in the mind fuch hopes, capacities, 
and defires, as the world cannot, and no- 
thing lefs than immortality can, fatisfy? 
But if this world has a relation to another, 
and was meant to be introdu@tory to it, it 
might be agreeable to the fupreme Wifdom 
and Goodnefs to give us thofe intimations 
or notices of our future exiftence. All the 
hopes and intimations of a future exiftence 
that Nature and Reafon fuggeft, Revela- 
tion happily confirms. and eftablifhes ;» and 

affures 
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affures us, that we are now only in the 
infancy of our being; that we {hall live 
eternal ages: bids us therefore extend our 
views beyond. the world, and look forward 
to a felicity fuperior to what it can furnith; 
a felicity equal to our largeft defires, in« 
eftimable in value, and endlefs in dura 
tion: 

Let it then be our firft and principal 
concern, to live up to the profpeéts we 
have in view; to live in this our prefent 
ftate, as we fhall hereafter with to have 
lived; not fo attentive to the objects of 
time, as to overlook thofe of eternity ; not 
purfuing every illufion, every fugitive 
phantom or appearance of ‘happinefs, and 
forgetting that which we confefs to be 
fupreme. Pafs but a few years, and the 
world to us will be no more; the fcene 
will be changed, the curtain will drop be- 
tween us and things on earth; and then 
the conviction muft come, (may it not 
come too late), that the interefts, honours, 
pleafures, and pofleflions, of the world, 
were unworthy of the place they held in 

L 2 our 
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our efteem; and that a wife provifion for 
another more important ftate of being, to 
which we gave perhaps little attention, was 
infinitely confequential to us. a 

Be religion then our chief objet; eter- 
nity our firft,and great concern: let tem- 
poral cares be only of inferior confidera- 
tion: let our affection to the world be fub- 
ordinate to the love of Gop: let his favour 
be the ultimate aim and end of all our 
purfuits; and let a principle 'of. obedience 
to him give laws to our whole condué& 
and behaviour.—So we may hope, that his 
hand will mercifully guide and conduct 
us through the prefent fhort, illufive, {cene 
of fleeting images of pleafure, to the great 
and lafting realities of a future and more 
perfect ftate;. where. we fhall. poflefs the 
largeft. meafure: of felicity that our im- 
proved capacities can. admit, and. {hall 
dwell amidft fullnefs of joy and wee 
for evermore. 
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Josnua XXIV. 14. 


Fear the Lord, and fore him in fint neerity and 
“in si da rH 


NIncerity is the difpofition of foul 

which ‘alone* can’ recommend us’ to 
Gop, and incline him to look with an eye 
of mercy upon the errors and frailties of 
our conduat. For though Gop does not 
demand perfection from imperfect crea- 
tures; though he expects neither infalli- 
bility in our moral determinations, nor 
impeccability in our conduct; yet he re- 
quires the faithful fervices of a heart con- 
{cious only of holy refolutions and pure 
L 2 in- 
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intentions: he commands us to ferve bum 
in fincerity and in truth, 

- As this difpofition, therefore, 1s effential 
to our well-being; as without it the cer- 
tain confequence will be, an exclufion 
from the divine favour, and from the 
hopes of future felicity; I fhall in this dif- 
courfe obferve, by what marks or tefts we 
may dfcover whether we are pofleffed of 
a fincere piety; that we may enjoy its con- 
folations if we have it, or endeavour to 
acquire it if we have it nat. 

I. If we would know whether we ferve 
Gop in fincerity, let us look with an at- 
tentive eye into our hearts, in order to 
trace the true fprings and principles of our 
actions. If, upon fuch infpection, we find 
that-our conduct is founded upon fenti- 
ments of duty; that the virtues which ap- 
pear in us are ‘not’ appearances only, but 
proceed from the heart; from a regard to 
the authority of our Maker; from/a grate- 
ful fenfe of his goodnefs, and of our obli- 
gations ; froma reverential fear of incur- 
ring’ his difpleafure; from a delight and 

. com- 
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complacency in virtue, or from the hopes 
of obtaining thofe eternal rewards which 
are promifed to it; if we a@ from a fin- 
cere defign of advancing the honour of 
Gop, or the welfare of our neighbour; of 
cultivating harmony and peace, aiding the 
caufe of piety and virtue, or contributing 
in fome fhape to the public happinefs ; 
—then we may judge our piety to be fin- _ 
cere, becaufe our conduét is founded on 
religious confiderations, fuch as Gop him- 
felf has offered. and prefcribed. to our obe- 
dience. | 
But, on the other: hand, we mutt not 
think that we “ferve Gop in fincerity and 
truth,” when any worldly confiderations 
whatever are at the bottom of our pre- 
tended piety ; when our religion 1s often- 
tatious; when, by the fhew of juftice and 
uprightnefs, we mean only to lead the 
world into an opinion of our integrity ; 
when we are charitable and humane, in 
order to acquire the reputation of that 
character ; when we clothe ourfelves with 
humility, from the pride of appearing 
Li4 humble; 


468 Marks of being Ser..wf. 


humble; when. we practife liberality, mu~ 
nificence, or, other, popular, virtues, mere- 
ly to favour, the fuccefs of fomeyworldly 
project ; or, when .we attend the \public 
fervice of .Gop,.to,.comply with fathion, 
or, to, avoid reproach. =In all fuch cafes, 
let our.aGtions, be apparently. ever fo.reli- 
gious; yet, as. they proceed. not.from:a 
right. principle, they. are! only: the: fhadows 
or appearances of .religion- without its’ re+ 
ality,the form. of caries without »its 
power... o ,zsiqionn 

.In a, moral ayers every ‘aier oni 
be placed. to the, account of that principle 
from which: it is, derived. Interefted‘ mod 
_ tives and worldly views reduce and ‘fink 
the worth of the beft ations; -and,\on the 
other hand, a right intention: gives-a value 
to the meaneft, and. turns every. thing we 
do into virtue... A cup of cold water ad~ 
miniftred by. a charitable, hand is, in:the’ 
eye of Heaven, far more eftimable, than 
the much richer offerings of thofe who 
give that they may be feen of men. 'Thefe 
are offered to men, and willbe rewarded 
: | with 
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with human applaufe ; thé former is lent 
unto:'Gop, who'will repay with infinite in- 
tereft- every fuch debt of virtue.’ St. Paul 
fuppofes it poflible for a man to give all 
his ‘goods to feedthe poor,-and yet not 
have charity. He may, from oftentation, 
or other motives, ‘relieve diftreffes which 
hisheart neither’ feels nor commiferateés. 
We muft judge; therefore, of our fincerity 
by the principles upon which we'a@ If 
our conduct i8founded folely upon reli+ 
gious principles, our piety is fincere. If 
the: virtues that appear in us proceed from 
worldly confiderations,; fuch actions are at 
befti but prudential,’and may have neither 
good nor evilein them. « Ir both virtuous 
and ‘prudential confiderations’ coincide; 
and: co-operate in producing the’ fame 
actions, and exciting us to the fame beha~ 
yiour; as; perhaps, in the beft of men; the 
lower views of recommending themfelves 
to the world may occafionally mingle with 
better motives; the teft of our fincerity 
in fuch cafes is defective, as it may be dif- 
ficult for ourfelves to determine, whether. 
duty 
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duty or intereft was the true principle of 
our actions, or whether a regard to duty 
would have prompted us to the fame be- 
haviour, in oppofition to motives of inte- 
reft. Such actions, though they have the | 
exterior form, the image.and fuperfcrip- 
tion of virtue, and may pafs current in 
the world ; yet the purity of them. is de- 
bafed, and their intrinfic .or moral value 
diminifhed, in, proportion to the worldly 
allay with which they aregidulterated. 

Il. Another; evidence “of: our ferving 
Gop in fincerity.is, when we are as care- 
ful to preferve a good confcience as to fave . 
appearances ; and act withthe fame inte- 
grity in fecret, where Gop is the fole 
fpeGtator of our actions,.as when they 
lie open to the view and obfervation. of 
the, world. If a man is truly devout, he 
will offer up private adrefles to his Maker, 
as well as attend his public worfhip ; and 
will, with the fame ftrict caution, pradtife 
felf-examination, meditation, vigilance ; 
duties to be tranfatted, remote from the 
eye of the world, between Gop and him- 

felf ; 
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felf; as other more vifible duties, to which 
decency, cuftom, or the fear of cenfure, 
may oblige him. Is he fincerely honeft ? 
He will be faithful to his obligations and 
promifes, though there be no witnefs to 
prove them, and no law to compel the 
performance, If he is ftridtly jut, he 
will take no fecret infidious advantage of 
the neceflity, incapacity, or inadvertence, 
of his neighbour; nor with-hold rae 
him his right, however lucrative the ‘fraud, 
or however concealed. If he is truly hu- 
mane and benevolent, he will be as ready 
to diftribute private, unfeen alms, as to 
give them openly to the public demands 
of charity. And by the fame teft, the 
genuinenefs of all other virtues may be 
tried and examined; and we may pro- 
nounce them counterfeit and {purious, if 
_ they are not the fame when no eye but . 
Gop can fee us, as when we act upon the 
public ftage, and in the view of ‘the 
world. 
III. Another evidence of our ferving 
Gop in fincerity and in truth is, when we 
pay 
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pay anequal regard'to the whole law; and 
mean not, by fele€ting fome favourite du- 
ties, to’ compenfate for the habitual vio= 
lation or neglect of others that ‘happen 
not to fall-in with our tafte and inclina- 
tion. He who confines his regard to fome 
felect virtues, and: is negle€tful of others 
which have the fame claim to regard, mutt 
not think that he ferves Gop in fincerity ; 
for, even in thofe inftances where he ap- 
pears to obey, he may juftly be fufpeed 
to act in compliance, not with the divine 
commands, but natural difpofition ; and 
not to ferve Gop, but his own inclinati- 
ons. Religion requires us to act always 
from a principle of obedience to that ‘Al- 
mighty Beg to whom! obedience is’ due; 
and. this principle will teach ‘us an’ equal 
indifcriminating regard to/all its precepts.’ 
No more common. miftake’ in’ religion; 
than the fubftituting of fome part for ‘the 
_ whole, and the expectation of compenfa~’ 
ting for the habitual neglect of fome’dif> 
agreeable duties, by a regular attention to’ 
others more ‘fuited’ to ‘our tafte.” Some 

perfons, 
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perions,)e..g. there are, whofe minds are 
of a religious caft, who are devout in the 
offices of public:worfhip, ftrit,and regu- 
lar in_all ritual obfervances,. attentive to 
every circumftance which regards the ex- 
terior of religion; and. from, obferving 
and, approving in themfelves this. difpofi- 
tion, {peak peace to their foul, and truft in 
themfelves, that they are righteous, and 
not as other men are. At the fame time 
they perhaps confider not how defective 
they poflibly are in the weightier matters 
of the law ; how inattentive to moral ob- 
ligations, to benevolence, charity, meeknefs, 
fidelity, or other virtues. Others, again, 
of a different charaéter, place all religion 
in the moral duties, in a faithful obfer= 
vance of every focial obligation; are con- 
cerned to conduct themfelves. by the rules 
of honefty, humanity, and truth; to beas 
friendly and ufeful as their {tations or abili- 
ties permit, and to perform fuch juft or kind 
offices as their various relations to others 
exact from them: yet live as without Gop 
in the world, in an avowed. indifference or 

neglect 
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negleét of his worfhip; in a continued 
 courfe of inattention to the Greateft and 
Beft of Beings, to whom their obligations 
are infinite, from whom they receive every 
thing, and to whom they can return no- 
thing but the obedience of a grateful 
heart. They confider not, that fentiments 
and expreflions of gratitude are much more 
due to the Supreme Author of every good 
gift, than to inferior benefactors : nor do 
‘they reflect, that the moft ufeful expreffion 
of benevolence, the moft beneficial cha= 
rity to mankind, is, by an open, confpi- 
cuous, and avowed regard and attachment 
to religion, to endeavour to put'a {top to 
that general corruption and diffolutenefs 
of maaners, that overflowing of ungodlix 
nefs, that prevailing torrent of iniquity, 
which, if fuffered to go on, muft deluge 
the world with diftrefles too great for cha- 

rity to relieve. . 
Various indeed are the examples of a par-= 
tial obedience ; but if we would ferve Gop 
in fincerity, we muft pay an univerfal 
regard to his commands, and an equal 
at= 
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attention to every duty: and though the 
the, paflions may in fome inftances pre- 
vail again{ft reafon, and it is vain to ex- 
pect a total,exemption from thofe infirmi- 
ties which render a complete unerring obe- . 
dience altogether impracticable; yet we 
muit not apoftatife from any one duty, nor 
knowingly and avowedly continue, in any 
fingle inftance, to counteract the Divine 
will. : : : 

IV. Another evidence of our ferving 
Gop in fincerity is, when we refift and 
overcome temptations: for to ferve Gop 
in thofe inftances only where we are not 
tempted to difobey, is a very defective teft 
of our integrity. The decifive proof is, 
when we are faithful to our duty in oppo- 
fition to feducements, and reject every fo- 
liciration that offers to corrupt us. We 
-are here placed in a probationary {flate, 
where our obedience is expofed to nume- 
rous trials and-temptations, numerous’ as 
are the views, inclinations, paflions, and 
interefts, of mankind. From. thefe no 
condition, ftation, or circumiftance of life, 


1s 
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is exempt. And hence arife various con+ 
fliéts in the mind between reafon and paf= 
fion, between the affections of nature and 
the principles of religion. If in fuch con- 
te{ts we find, that reafon and religion pre= 
vail, and that inclinations and paflions 
are reftrained, and gratified only within 
the bounds that religion prefcribes, it is 
an argument of our virtue and fincerity in 
the fervice of Gop. ) 
V. The laft evidence I fhall mention of 
our ferving Gop in fincerity is, if, in cafes 
where we are doubtful of the obligation or 
lawfulnefs of an action, -we always incline 
to do what appears moft conformable to 
duty, what will beft anfwer the ends of 
piety, and be moft conducive to the ho- 

nour of religion. 
ft is impradticable to give particular 
directions in all the endlefs variety of cir- 
cumftances incident to human life. The 
laws of Chriftianity do not, nor is it pof- 
fible they fhould, mark out, in all pof 
fible cafes, the precife bounds of vice and 
virtue, right and wrong; but contain 
only © 
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only general precepts and inftructions.con= 
cerning them... Charity, ¢. g. isa princi- 
pal.duty of religion. We are required:to 
do.good, and+to diftribute, to give alms. 
of {uch things as we have, and to be mer= 
ciful after our power: but it is not eafy 
to. fay..when we act up to thofe obliga- 
tions; not eafy to determine the juft mea= 
fure of our hberality, what portion pre= 
cifely of our fortune we ought to devote 
to. charity, or how far, im many cafes, our 
own. good ought to yield and give way to 
another’s. Equally difficult it is to difcern 
the point where temperance ends, and in- 
temperance begins ; or accurately tomark 
the boundaries between forgivenefs and 
refentment, humility and pride, fobriety 
and luxury, or any other virtues and 
their oppofite vices. In all fuch dubious 
fituations, where the bounds of duty can= 
not be fufficiently afcertamed, and where 
we cannot difcern and accurately deter= 
mine the line which divides right from 
wrong, lawful from unlawful ; it ought to 
be a facred: maxim with us, to give duty 

M the 
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the preference to every other confideration, 
and to keep on that fide of the-boundary, 
where our innocence will be moft fecure. 
No divine law has prefcribed how often we 
ought to offer up public devotions to Gop. 
Should we, then, be doubtful whether we 
are frilly obliged to attend the duties of 
public worfhip as often as the practice of 
the church allows an opportunity, and 
whether every neglect is criminal; yet it 
will admit of no doubt, that a regular at- 
tendance on public worfhip is much fafer 
with regard to our future falvation, and 
more conformable to the genius and defign 
of religion, than frequent omiffions of that 
duty poflibly can be. So alfo anger, within: 
certain bounds, is not prohibited by the 
laws of religion. We are permitted to be 
angry, provided we fin not. To what ex- 
tent, in particular cafes, this paflion may 
innocently be indulged, or when it be- 
comes intemperate in degree or duration, 
may be a matter of difficult decifion. 
Whenever, therefore, a fufpicion arifes, 
that our refentment may have exceeded its 


jut 
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jut limits, it is obvious, that it will be 
moft prudent to curb and reftrain it, and 
aét in fo guarded a manner as to be fecure 
again{t tranfgreffion. And in all queftion- 
able cafes whatfoever, if we ferve Gop 
with fincerity, we fhall make it our firft 
care to enfure our integrity, and to avoid 
even doubtful and fufpected, as much as 
avowed and apparent guilt. 

From thefe various tefts and evidences, 
then, which have been. mentioned, we 
‘may form a judgment of the fincerity and 
integrity of our heart. If we act, not 
merely from fecular views and confidera- 
tions, but from principles of religion and 
-fentiments of duty; if we are equally re- 
ligious and honeft in private, where Gop 
is the fole {pectator of our deportment, as 
when we appear upon the public ftage of 
the world; if we endeavour to pay an 
equal obedience to the whole law, and 
mean not, by a ftricter attention to fome 
duties, to atone for the violation or neglect 
of others ; if we find that our integrity is 
Hevercaincil and proof againft feducements, 

M 2 and 
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and that in doubtful cafes we always take. 
the part which will beft fecure a good con- 

fcience, and guard againft every approach 

even to fufpedted guilt ;—we may con- 
clude, that we obey the inftruction in the 

text, and that we /erve God in fincerity and 

in truth, 


S E R- 


S E.R MeO. NX 
Government of the Passions. 


PROV. iv. 23. 


_ Keep thy heart with all diligence : for out of - 
it are the iffues of life. 


ii Pele heart, in ancient philofophy, and 
in the language of moralifts, is fup- 
pofed to be the feat of the foul; and is 
ufed by the facred and other moral wri- 
ters, to denote the defires, propenfions, 
paffions, and affections of our nature: and 
to keep the heart, fignifies, duly to regulate 
and govern thofe paffions and affections 
by the dictates of reafon: A duty than’ 
which none can be more neceffary and ef- 
fential to our prefent peace and future fe- 
M 3 licity : 
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licity : “ For out of the heart are the iffues 
of life;” 7. 2. according as we guard our 
hearts, our lives will be well or ill con- 
ducted; and rendered, in confequence, | 
happy or miferable. Our happinefs, we 
may be affured, mutt depend upon the 
due regulation and conduct of our paf- 

fions: for if rational beings could, like 
inferior creatures, find their happinefs in 
implicitly yielding to every impulfe of ap- 
petite and paffion, our Creator would not 
have laid us under the obligation of laws 
and precepts, but left us to the free, un- 
reftricted indulgence of inclination. Self- 
government, then, or a due fubjetion’ of 
the paffions to reafon, is a duty See 
requifite to our well-being. 

In difcourfing on which, I fhall confider, 
17, When our paflions become culpable ; 
2dly, How much our happinefs depends 
on the right government of our paflions ; 
and, /afly, By what means this govern- 
ment may be attained. 
< T. Let us confider when our paffions | 
become culpable. One fect there was of 

ancient 
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ancient philofophers, who condemned all 

emotion of mind, held every paflion to be 

culpable, becaufe inconfiftent with that 

ferenity of temper, that equal tranquillity 

of mind, which they thought fhould ever 

be preferved. They admonithed their dif- 

ciples, therefore, to fuppre{s and extinguifh 

all paflions as incompatible with wifdom, 

and unbecoming the character of a rational 

being. But this inftruction was an af- 

fected and impracticable refinement, ill- 

fuited to the nature of man, whois a com- 

pound of reafon and paffion. Our affec- 

tion to fome objects, and averfion to others, 

are not creatures of the mind, depend not 

our own choice; they are of Nature’s 

planting ; nor can we, by any act of the 

will, Jay afide thofe innate difpofitions, 

‘and with equal indifference meet health or 
ficknefs, pleafure or pain. As our nature 
is the work of an infinitely wife and good 
Being, we cannot fuppofe there are any 

principles or affections planted in us in 

vain, or that ought to be totally extirpated; 

nor can we think, that he would form us 

M 4 with 
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with paflions, and then require us to be 
wholly difpaffionate. This Stoical doc- 
trine, therefore, feems better calculated for 
heaven than earth ; adapted rather to the 
fouls of men made perfect, who may be 
under the fole guidance and influence of 
Reafon, than to the prefent umperfet ftate 
of our being, as our various affections and 
paflions are neceflary {pursand incitements 
to action, and without them we fhould 
fink into a languid ftate of indolence and 
inactivity. . 

The paffions and affeGions which the 
Creator has planted in the human heart, 
far from being in their nature culpable, 
were all originally defigned to have either 
our own perfonal good, or the good of 
others, for their object, and to be affifting 
to every virtue; though they are too gene- 
rally mifapplied by our corruption, and 
degenerate into vices... Under the direc- 
tion of Reafon, they are conducive to the 
beft purpofes; but productive of the worft, 
when they throw off that fubordination. 
For a rational indulgence as much differs 

from 
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from intempérance of paffion, as the health- 
ful circulation and gentle current of the 
blood differs from the impetuous tide of a 
fever. Our rational and moral powers 
ought always to have dominion over the. 

inferior principles of our nature. To our 
reafon all our inclinations, defires, paffions, 
and affections, ought to be fubordinate, 
It ought to appoint their limits; to draw 
the line beyond which they fhould not 
pafs; to determine, when and how far they 
fhould be gratified, and where and in 
what meafure reftrained. If we refle& 
upon the feveral affeCtions and principles 
of the mind, we fhall perceive, that Rea~ 
fon is by nature appointed fuperior to the 
others, and defigned to fuperintend and go- 
vern them; fo that we may fay of Reafon, 
what the pfalmift fays of the Author of 
reafon, Zt is fet in the throne that judgeth 
right. Its natural and rightful place in the 
the mind is that of fuperiority to all our 
paffions, and of abfolute. dominion. over 
them. i a3 . 

So near and intimate, indeed, to man- 

kind 
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kind is reafon, and fuch is its fovereign. 
and natural authority, that a deliberate 
purpofe to oppofe its government is hard- 
ly poflible. Even when moft folicited and 
importuned by paflions, feldom can we 
deliberately and avowedly oppofe reafon, 
without many painful ftruggles to evade 
the force of conviCtion, and reconcile our- 
felves to the guilty practice. But when- 
ever we fuffer paffions to oppofe or evade 
the authority of the higher powers of rea- 
fon and confcience, they betray us into a 
wrong conduct; may lead to every thing 
that is’ criminal, and involve us in the 
deepeft guilt. For paflion, be it remem- 
bered, is no good apology for wrong con- 
duct. We all {tand accountable for the 
ufe of our reafon; and where reafon points 
out to us good and evil, if we choofe the 
_ latter, we doubtlefs appear guilty in the eye 
of our heavenly Judge. In this cafe, it 
will be in vain to apologife by pleading 
paffion in our defence: for the very in- 
tention of giving us reafon was, to enable 
us to conduct, and govern our paflions; 
and 
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-and the acting from the influence of any 
paffion, in oppofition to the di@tates of rea- 
on, is the very iniquity that religion pro- 
hibits and condemns. To plead paffion, 
then, in our defence, is to plead our guilt 
in our own vindication, is at once to ac- 

knowledge and juftify our crimes. : 

It is indeed no eafy tafk for Reafon to 
maintain its fovereignty, and to reduce 
and keep the paffions in due fubjection. 
They are turbulent and feditious fubjects, 
that often throw off all obedience, and mu- 
tiny and rebel againft the power that has 
a natural and rightful dominion over them. 


But though we-cannot wholly extirpate or. 


fudue; yet to regulate and fubjec&t them 
to government, is not only the duty, but 
the proper and moft important employ- 
ment, of a rational being. 
II. For let it be obferved, 2dly, That 
“ out of the heart are the iflues of life;” 
that our happinefs ‘here, as well as here- 
after, is determined by the conduct of our 
paffions. For when they are duly regu- 
lated, and a&t under the guidance and di- 
: rection 
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rection of reafon, we may promife ourfelves 
all the happinefs that our ftation or other 
circumftances of life will admit: we fhall 
yefle& with pleafure on a conduct of fo 
much propriety, fo right, fo decent, fo be- 
~ coming our nature; we fhall enjoy all the 
exterior advantages, the fecurity, efteem, 
and regard, that naturally attend a virtu- 
ous deportment; all the interior fatisfac- 
tion, all the rational! feli-complacency, that - 
refult from the confcioufnefs of right be- 
haviour; and all the pleafing hopes and 
expectations that can be derived from a 
well-grounded confidence in the favour 
and approbation of Him who made, and 
- willhereafter judge us. But, on the other 
hand, if, rejeCting the counfels of Reafon, 
we refign ourfelves to the conduct of any 
fenfual, felfifh, or malevolent paflion; to 
avarice, ambition, voluptuoufnefs, malice, 
envy, revenge, or the like; a train of vari- 
ous evils may be the unhappy confequence. 
Paffions, when no longer under the direc- 
tion of Reafon, are blind guides, and lead 
to the moft fatal errors and misfortunes. 

If 
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If they lead to actions hurtful to fociety, 
they are punifhed by the refentment of fo- 
ciety ;_ if to vices of a perfonal nature, they 
find their punifhment at home, in pains, 
perplexities, fears, forrows, difeafes, and 
death. And every culpable indulgence of 
paffion will fubje& us to that tribunal 
which is ereéted in every human heart, 
where Confcience fits as judge. 

They who are at no pains to difcipline 
and govern their paflions, but, difregard- 
ing right and wrong, indifcriminately fol- 
low whitherfoever inclination points the 
way, may find fome pleafure in fuch pur- 
fuits; but none that can compenfate for 
the lofs of thofe interior fatisfaCtions, as 
well as exterior advantages, that naturally 
refult from a wife and virtuous conduct; 
none that can compenfate for the cenfure 
of the world, for the reproaches of their 
own confcience, or for the painful appre- 
henfions and terrors of a future fupreme 
tribunal, which will one day aftirm the 
fentence that confcience has pronaunced. 
Well it were if the confequences of irre- 

gular 
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gular paflions were to be felt only in this 
life. The fad confideration of all is, that — 
by their influence we may contract a 
heavy debt of guilt, and become liable to 
the juftice of an offended Gop, whofe laws 
we tranfgrefs, whofe authority we con- 
temn, and whofe difpleafure therefore we 
have reafon to apprehend.. 

The government, then, of our paflions, 
is an object highly confequential, and de- 
mands our {ftricteft care. 

lI. The means by which this felf- 
government may be attained, was the laft 
thing propofed. 

The art of conducting and govérning 
our paflions is of daily ufe, and of much 
more importance than many other pur- 
{uits to which we give our time and atten- 
tion. Without this art, affluence or power, 
or perfonal or mentalaccomplifhments, will 
adminifter little fatisfaQtiion; and whate- 
ver our other attainments may be, we fhall 
neither attain virtue, nor wifdom, nor 
happinefs. The beft, the moft religious 
perfons, muft be confcious of frequent 

failings, 
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failings, frequent offences againft this dif- 
ficult law of felf-government: but to the 
due obfervance of it nothing fhould feem 
more conducive, than the habit of inuring 
the mind to Confideration; the want of 
which is a natural occafion of vice and 
diforder, and gives the paffions an un- 
bounded licence. The intemperance of 
our paflions is no otherwife to be cured or 
re{trained, than by a refolution to reftrain 
them: but this refolution can only be 
formed by confidering, that a regard to 
intereft, decency, or duty, requires us fo 
to act: Confideration, then, or a right ufe 
of reafon, is our only remedy. 

Many there are, who, inattentive to 
the monitions of reafon or confcience, 
take the paffions for their moral inftruc- 
tors, and afk their inclinations what is 
right; who never enter into any felf-ex- 
poftulation, and avoid nothing fo much as 
ferious converfe with themfelves. While 
we act in this manner, hardly can even 
a miracle reclaim us from the error of 
our ways. But if, as rational beings, we 

would 
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would Bovern; rather than be govern- 
ed by, our paffions; it muft be neceflary 
often to retire into ourfelves, and in fome 
calm hour of refleétion to review the ftate 
of the heart; and if any faulty paflion ap- 
pears to have got pofleffion or admittance 
there, to view and confider it in that juft 
light in which Reafon, fedate and unin=_ 
fluenced, will reprefent it; to obferve its 
nature, its tendency; to fase K it through ; 
its train of confequences ; and then a de- 
tection of its guilt, or danger, may in-_ 
cline us to attempt an oppofition to it, . 
and may enable us to fucceed in it. For 
paffions, however ftrong and vigorous by 
nature, may be checked in their growth 
by timely care and prudent oppofition. 
If we are attentive to acquire fuch a habit 
of confideration, as may enable us to form 
juft refleCtions on the nature and tendency 
of any paffion, and the confequences of 
compliance with, it we may gradually cor- 
re&t and break its ftrength, till, however 
head{trong and untradctable at firft, it may 
at 
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at length tamely obey the rein, and fubmit 
to the guidance and difcipline of Reafon. 
/ Let us then accuftom ourfelves to deli= 
berate before we act: let us form our con- | 
duc on this fixed principle, That reafon, | 
not paffion, fhould be the guide of life: 
that. reafon is a faithful mirror, which 
reflects juft images of things; but that e+ 
very paffion, likea falfe medium, mifrepre- 
fents them: that when a ftorm of paflion 
rifes in us, it always obfcures the light of 
the foul, and clouds the underftanding : 
that its commotions deceive and miflead : 
that the mind, agitated by paflion, can no 
more form a true judgment of things, 
than a troubled fea can reflect to the eye 
a diftinét picture of objects: that our fe- 
cond, calm reflections, often difapprove 
and refute what has been fuggefted by our 
firft inclinations: that we ought never, 
therefore, to give ear to the fudden, pre- 
cipitate fuggeftions of any paflion; but to 
wait till reafon can offer its fafer and wifer 
counfels, by which alone our happinefs 
can be fecured. We may approve the 

paflions 
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paffions while they are temperate, while 
they flow with a gentle and equal current 
in their proper channel; but knowing how 
apt they are to rife with fudden impetuo- 
fity, we fhould always be attentive to pre- 
vent the violence of the ftream from 
breaking down thofe bounds wherein it 
ought to be confined. 

We fhould obferve, with a watchful 
eye, all our paflions, defires, and affections, 
keep a conftant guard on every avenue to 
the heart, and be careful to oppofe, the 
admittance of any wrong ‘inclination: 
and though evil thoughts and defires may 
fometimes efcape our’ vigilance, and. in- 
trude unexpectedly upon.us; though. it 
may not always be in our power to keep 
the paflages to the heart fo well guarded, 
as to prevent irregular paflions from fome- 
times entering uninvited into the mind; 
yet we may ‘always refufe to receive or en- 
tertain them; in which lies our chief tfe- 
curity; for if we;once admit, and give 
them a favourable xeception, or. comply 
with their firft. counfels, we know not 
where they will ftop, or to what fatal and 

danger-~ 
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dangerous excefles they may feduce us. 
It highly concerns us, therefore, to “keep 
our hearts with all diligence.” 

And in order to fucceed in this arduous, 
but! important work, let us to our own 
efforts add our fupplications to Him who 
alone can order the unruly wills and affedi- 
ons of finful men; who formed the heart, 
and can turn, as he pleafes, all its {prings of 
action: and let us implore his affiftance 
in regulating its movements, and reducing 
all our fentiments, inclinations, and pafli- 
ons, into an habitual fubordination to 
reafon ; that, after having enjoyed the 
prefent advantages of a virtuous mind, of 
a regular ftate of the heart and affections, 
we may hereafter be deemed worthy of a 
place in that Kingdom of Reafon to come, 
that region of moral and intellectual feli- 
city, where the inferior principles of our 
nature fhall never again rebel againft the 
fupreme ; where the law of Senfe fhall no 
more war againft the law ‘of our Mind; 
and where the prefent conteft between 
Reafon and Paffion {hall terminate in ever- 


lafting harmony and peace. ' i 
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SERMON Xu 


On AFFLICTIONS. 


Jos. v. 6, 7. 


Although affiiction cometh not forth of the 
duft, neither doth trouble [pring out of the 


ground: yet man is born unto trouble, as 


the Jparks ty upward. 


| Shi man, by a proper ufe of 
thofe powers of underftanding and 
difcernment which are common to our 
nature, may clearly difcover, not only 
that there is a Gop, who created and 
governs the world, but alfo that he is a 
Being fupremely good and beneficent. 
We need not feck far for evidences of his 

good- 
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goodnefs : for to it we owe ourfelves, our 
being; nor can we juftly afcribe our Cre- 
ation to any other principle. The Al- 
mighty did not create us by neceflity or 
compulfion ; for he is himfelf fupreme. 
He did not confer on us our being, with- 
out fome plan or defign; for his wif- 
dom is infinite. He did not fend us into 
the world for any advantage to be derived: 
to himfelf; for, infinitely fuperior, his hap- 
pinefs cannot be dependent on us. It was, 
then, the redundancy of his own good- 
nefs that gave birth to creation. The 
happinefs of his creatures was doubtlefs 
“his object, when he gave them their exift- 
ence ; nor can we conceive any other end 
he can have in view in his providence and 
government of them. 
Why then, it has been geass afked, why 
is mifery permitted to enter into the cre- 
ation, to interrupt its harmony, to deface 
its beauty, and counteract the plan of the 
Creator? If affition cometh not forth of the 
duft, nor trouble fpring cut of ihe ground, 
(i, e, if they are not the effects of chance 
N 3 7 and 
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and accident, or of fate and neceflity), 
whence. is it that man is born to trouble, 
which is as natural to him ‘as it, is. for 
parks to fly upwards ;—as it ,is for heavy 
bodies to fall, and the lighter to afcend ? 
Whence all thofe numerous tribes of dif- 
eafes, and thofe various fpecies of afflicti- 
on, which we may often obferve in others, . 
and often feel in ourfelves?.Is it pofhible, 
that a world which exhibits fuch a mul- 
tiplicity of fcenes of forrow, can be under 
the care and fuperintendence of a Being 
whofe. attributes exclude every poffibility . 
of delighting in. the miferies of his crea- 
tures? Can fuch numberlefs {treams of 
evil be ever flowing from the Fountain of 
Good? How different is the face of things 
from what we fhould previoufly and with- 
out’ experience have expected to fee in a. 
world created, conducted, and fuperinten- 
ded by infinite and unerring Goodnefs ?. 
To obviate thefe difficulties, fome of the 
Heathens, obferving what to them appear- 
ed carelefs and irregular ftrokes of chance 
and fortune in the plan of nature, infer- 


red, 
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red, that thefe could not be the operation 
of a fkilful and unerring hand‘; and that 
the world, therefore, was not under the 
care and direction of an all-powerful Su= 
perintendent: that ‘it was beneath the ma-' 
jefty of nim whofe throne is in’ Heaven, 
to humble himfelf to behold the things 
that are on earth; and that the infpeCtion’ 
and fuperintendence of human affairs was” 
inconfiftent with that abfolutely perfec. 
tranquillity from which every care was to’ 
be excluded. Other philofophers, in order 
to’ reconcile the miferies of his creatures 
with the'goodnefs of the Creator, fuppofed, 
that the fouls of men had exifted in a for- 
mer ftate; and that all the evils and ‘fuf- 
ferings of this life were to be confidered 
as inflictions for crimes committed in their 
{tate of pre-exiftence. Others, for the fame 
 purpofe, framed an hypothefis of two 
fapreme, coeternal, and coequal beings, 
acting in oppofition to each other; the one 
infinitely good, and difpofed to blefs man- 
kind with every felicity ; the other ‘in- 
finitely evil, the author of all the mif- 

NA for- 
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fortunes and miferies that afflict human 
life. 

- But, for the folution of this difficulty, 
we mutt have recourfe to the facred wri- 
‘tings, which: give us a different account 
of the origin of thofe evils that afflict 
mankind, They inform us, that, at the 
creation, the divine goodnefs eminently 
difplayed itfelf in a moft glorious and 
delightful fcene ;' that the new-formed 
world, and new-created man, were what 
Gop faw to ‘be good, perfect in their 
kind, fuch as it became abfolute and. per- 
fect goodnefs to create; but that man did 
- not long continue to be what his Creator 
had made him; that, together with the 
innocence, he forfeited the felicity of :pa- 
radife; and that his difobedience opened 
all thofe avenues of pain and: forrow that 
lead to, and terminate in, the:»grave. 
Though we fee not, then, the fame happy 
ftate of things as exifted at the birth of 
the world, we are not from thence to infer, 
with fome of the Heathens, that we are 
not the objects of an infinitely good Pro- 
| vidence ; 
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vidence: but we are rather to conclude, 
that the happinefs of paradife is not to be 
obtained without \its: innocence ; .that an 
abfolute and perfect ftate of reft and tran- 
quillity here ort earth is incompatible with 
our corruption); and that the degenerate 
{tate of our nature requires fuch correction 
and. difcipline, fuch an intermixture of 
good and of evil; as we now obferve and 
experience in the world. 

The prefent {tate of our being is to be 
confidered only as a {tate of trial, or fchool 
of virtue: the foul is now only in its mi- 
mority, im the infancy of its exiftence’; in 
order, by proper difcipline, to be educated 
and trained upto piety and virtue, and 
fitted for an admiffion into the heavenly 
paradife. Sovereign Goodnefs: {till holds 
the fceptre, and rules the world: but juf- 
tice and wifdom are its mintfters ; and - 
under their adminiftration, both hopes 
and fears, corrections and favours, rewards 
and punifhments, are equally employed, 
and alike intended to promote our happi- 
nefs. AffliGtions, we are affured, far from 

| eing 
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being indications of Gop’s neglecting and 
difregarding his creatures, are expreffions: 
of, his paternal care and affeCtion: The. 
infliGions of Heaven are never fent, but: 
with a merciful intention ; and/certain it 
is, that all unneceflary fufferings, fuffer- 
ings that have no falutary tendency, no: 
relation or fubferviency to happinefs pre: 
fent or future, can find no place under the 
government of an infinitely perfect and 
good Being. ) 

In the further profecution of this fub-: 
ject, I thall offer fome confiderations to 
explain the goodnefs of the Deity in» the 
afflictions of his creatures, by pointing 
out fome general moral: or religious ‘ad=: 
vantages that may refult from: them. 

I. Though the object of the Deity im 
his creation, providence, and government 
of mankind, is doubtlefs their happinefs ; 
yet as it is not: confiftent with his moral 
perfections to confer happinefs indifcri- 
minately on all, but only on the upright, 
the virtuous, and cbedient, his goodnefs 
admuts of an eafy vindication in the fuf- 

ferings 
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ferings he inflicts, becaufe they have a na- 
tural tendency to form us to virtue, by dif 
pofing the mind to confideration; which is: 
indeed all that in. moft of us is requi- 
fite to render us wifer and better. Con- 
fideration, by inclining us to attend to the 
filent inftructions of reafon and tue wif= 
dom, feldom fails to imprefs the mind» 
with ideas of religion and duty. It is not’ 
fo much from infidelity, as inadvertence,’ 
not from want of conviction, but want 
of confideration, that the finner proceeds 
in iniquity. It is not becaufe the princi-. 
ples of religion appear doubtful; it is be~ 
caufe they appear not at all, becaufe he 
allows himfelf not leifure to deliberate, 
and reflect upon his duties and obligati- 
ons. Sin cannot ftand the teft of confider- 
ation: J thought upon my ways, fays the 
Pfalmift, and turned ny feet unto thy tefi- 
monies: I made hafte, and delayed not to keep 
thy commandments : implying, that a refor- 
mation of life is the certain and immedi- 
ate confequence of confidering our ways. 
Sufferings, then, by inclining the mind 
to 
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to be ferious and confiderate, have a na- 
tural tendency to reform the difobedient: 
and inadvertent, to confirm and improve | 
the virtues of the good, and to fecure and 

‘advance the future happinefs of both. 

Il. Amidft the flow of profperity and 
eafe, we are too apt to exclude from our 
thoughts that All-gracious Being from 
whom we receive them. But fufferings 
remind us of his providence, and of our 
dependence. And this they do by the con- 
viction they bring, that our ftrength is but 
weaknefs ; that we are fubject to infir- 
mities which we cannot remove, to wants 
we cannot fupply, and expofed to various 
accidents and dangers which no fagaci-: 
ty can forefeeé, and no prudence avert. — 
Where, then, fhall we feek for fanctuary in 
the needful time of trouble? Whither fly 
for protection, but to the Almighty Guar- 
dian of his creatures, who is neither flow 
to hear, nor impotent to fave, all fuch as 
call upon him faithfully? To Him, the 
Difpenfer of happinefs, the Parent of good, 
Nature prompts us to addrefs ourfelves to 

fup- 
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fupplicate his aid, and implore his protec- 
ting hand. We find the royal Pfalmif, 
under afflictions, ever applying to Gop 
_ for help; and it is to his fufferings we are 
indebted for a confiderable part of that 
treafure of devotion which he left behind © 
him. Jn the time of my trouble, {ays he, 
L fought the Lord: When I am in heavinefi, 
I will think upon God. 

And {fo natural is this application to the 
Deity in circumftances of diftrefs, that 
even the moft diffolute and profligate; 
thofe who on other occafions would fay, 
What is the Almighty, that we fhould ferve 
him? and what profit foall we have if we 
pray unto him? when diftrefs and anguifh 
come upon them, and there is none to help; 
even they feel an inward, inftindive, al- 
mott irrefiftible, impulfe to call upon Gop; 
to make their humble appeal to the Father 
of Mercies ; to pour out their fears, their 
dangers, and their troubles to him; and 
to fly for protection to that power who 
alone can grant it. Like the prodigal in 
the gofpel, when compelled by fufferings, 

and 
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and ready to perifh, then it is we take the 
refolution to arife and go to our Father, 
and acknowledge our unworthinefs. Trou- 
ble and. affliction are indeed perfuafive 
teachers, and effectually inftruct us to look 
up to Gop, and place our dependence on 
him, the fole difpofer of all events. 

III. Sufferings have a teridency to cor- 
rect in us a too partial and confined attach- 
ment to the world, and to extend and ele- 
vate our thoughts to heaven. They who 
meet no misfortune, and fee all things 


{mile around them, and with-hold not. 


their heart from any joy, are ready to con- 
clude, that it is good for them to be here 
are inclined to fix their affeGions where 
their treafure is; and to think no farther 
about futurity than only to infer, that 7o- 
morrow {hall be as this day, or much more a= 
bundant. Thewifdom of Providence, there- 
fore, has appointed affliction and trouble 
to intermingle in all human affairs; has 
been pleafed to chequer our years with pro- 
{perous and adverfe viciffitudes, in ordér 
that we might be induced to transfer our 


affections 
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affections to things above, and to elevate 
our hearts to thofe manfions where only 
true joy is to be found.. We might per- 
haps have looked no farther than the plea- 
fures of this world, content with the little 
portion of imperfect enjoyment they afford, 
were it not for pains, difeafes, and misfor- 
tunes,—thofe inftructive monitors, which 
are ever reminding us, that this world was 
not meant by our Creator to be the fcene 
of our felicity, but that we are to expect 
and look for it in another {ftate. 

It may then appear from what has been 
obferved, that the troubles to which we 
are born, are perfectly confiftent with the 
divine goodnefs, as they are conducive to, 
and promotive of, our final happinefs, by 
yielding the fruits of righteoufnefs to them 
that are exercifed thereby. 

What obligations, then, do we owe, 
what habitual gratitude, what reverential 
affection is juftly due to the Deity, under 
all his difpenfations, whether indulgent or 
_ fevere, whether he comforts or afilicts, 


whether he grieves or relieves us; fince 
all 


* 
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all his appointments, his inflitions or blef- 
fings, are equally intended to operate in 
our favour, and to terminate in our hap- 
pinefs. - . 

It is, doubtlefs, in the power of the Al- 
mighty to fecure us a fmooth and eafy 
paflage through this vale of life; to blefs 
us in all our ways; and, by his providen- 
tial interpofition, to prevent every occafion 
of forrow, and to guard us from the nu+ 
merous evils that lie in waitand often meet 
us, in our pilgrimage through the world. 
But what his power may grant, his wif- 
dom fees fit to with-hold. His provi- 
dence directs all events in the wifeft man- 

ner, and for the happieft purpofes; but 
~ we, who cannot trace the remote confe- 
quences of events, can but imperfectly 
judge of them, and know not with cer- 
tainty what is good or evil, what is bene- 
ficial or hurtful to us. If tranquillity, 
pleafure, health, and fuccefs, render us 
negligent of religion, forgetful of Gop, of 
ourfelves, the better part of ourfelves, our 
fouls, they are undoubtedly evils. If fuf- 
| ferings 
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ferings awake us to confideration and 
amendment, and teach us to look up to 
Gop, and be above all things folicitous to 
recommend ourfelves to his favour, it is 
good for us to be thus affli@ed; and hap- 
py the days of adverfity that are produc- 
tive of thefe effects. Dt 

_An our future ftate, when we take a retro- 
{pective view of our lives, they will appear 
in a light very different from that in which 
we fee them at prefent. What we now 
confider as misfortunes and afflictions will 
appear to have been mercies and bleflings; 
and we fhall fee that the intentions of the 
Deity were benevolent, when his inflictions 
feemed fevere. . And certain it is, that our 
ftate or condition is often then the happi- 
eft and beft for us, when we are apt to 
judge it the worft; that we have often the 
beft reafon to acquiefce in thofe appoint-_ 
ments of Providence at which we are moft 
inclined to grieve; and that we ought to 
be moft thankful, when we moft com- 
plain. For we form our judgement of e- 


vents from prefent appearances only, with- 
O out 
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out being able to penetrate into their re- 


mote confequences, that lie hid in the bo- 


fom of futurity. 
’ Let it be our determination, then, to 
meet every difpenfation of Providence with 


the moft fubmiflive refignation to the will © 


of that fupremely gracious Sovereign of 
nature, whofe unerring wifdom can alone 
determine what is good or evil for us; 
whofe unbounded goodnefs will direct all 
things finally to the happinefs of his crea- 
tures; and can infinitely overbalance the 


the light affliGtions of this world, which ° 


are but for a feafon, with an exceeding 
and eternal Set of Bley 
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On the fear of Gop. | 


Prov. xvi. 6. 


By the fear of the Lord men depart fromt 


evil, 


EAR is a paffion inherent in our na- 
ture, and infeparable from it. From 

the influence of this principle, none, not 
the moft intrepid, are exempt. They who, 
by an uncommon fortitude of mind, are 
fuperior to the apprehenfions of danger, 
and fear not them who can kill the body, have 
yet other objects of this paflion, and may 
fear cenfure, guilt, difeafe, difhonour ;—or 
may have their fears for others, if not for 
themfelves. The one univerfal object of 
OO" 2 fear 
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fear is, or ought to be, that Almighty Be- 
ing who is the arbiter of our fate, and or- 
dereth all things both in heaven and earth. 
But this fear, in different perfons, willdif- - 
fer, according to the ftate and difpofi- 
tion of the mind. The finner, oppreffed 
by a fenfe of guilt, and a defpondency of 
mercy, reprefents that Beft of Beings as an 
object of terror, and dreads as an enemy 
the Friend and Father of mankind. But 
this is a fpecies of fear which I hope none 
of us may ever experience, and is very dif- 
ferent from that which is a Chriftian and 
a rational duty. 

Let us then inquire, 1/, What is that 
fear of Gop which Religion recommends 
and requires; 2d/y, What confiderations are 
‘proper to excite and produce this fear ; 
and, /a/tly, Let us obferve its effects and 
influence on our manners. 

I. The fear of Gop which Religion re- 
commends and requires, is an ingenuous 
principle, very different from that terror 
which refults from the idea of our fub- 
jection to a being void of mercy, and poi- 

fefled — 
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fefled of power to inflict evils which we 
can neither oppofe noravert. Such a fear 
of the Divine Being as leads to defpon- 
dency, as extinguithes the confideration of 
his paternal goodnefs, and blots out from 
the mind every liberal fentiment of him, 
muft arife from erroneous or partial con- 
ceptions of his nature. If we mifconceive 
of Gop, if we reprefent him under forbid- 
ding appearances, as a fovereign feated 
always on his throne of judgment, fevere 
in his laws, inflexible in his juftice, and 
armed with power for the purpofes of 
vengeance; if we thus admit falfe repre- 
fentations of the Divine Majefty; or if 
we form partial and defective conceptions 
of him, and dwell altogether upon his na- 
tural, without affociating with them his 
moral, perfections; if we confider only his 
irrefiftible power and abfolute dominion, 
but forget that this dominion and power 
are never exerted but under the direction 
of infinite goodnefs; or if we feleét 'the 
more awful even of the moral perfections, 
fuch are juftice inflexible, and holinefs un~ 

Ota fpotted, 
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fpotted, without taking into the idea the 
milder properties of mercy unbounded, 
and goodnefs univerfal; no wonder if a 
pious reverential awe degenerate into a fer- 
vile and miferable dread. If we thus view 
the Supreme Being through the perfpec- 
tives of fufpicion and terror; if we con- 
fider him as extreme to mark what is done 
amifs; as inclined to pour out the vials of 
his wrath, as often and as foon as we of- 
fend; as making no favourable allowances 
for the infirmity of our nature; as an in- 
exorable Judge, whom neither repentance 
can appeafe, nor'tears ¢an foften ;—defpon- 
dency and terror muft take inevitable pof- 
feflion of our minds, and an horrible dread 
muft overwhelm them, 

But fuch a fear; derived from. miftaken 
and -difhonourable ideas of his nature, can- 
not be the duty which Gop requires, nor 
be an homage acceptable to him, . This is 
not to fear Gop in the manner that Reli- 
gion prefcribes: it is to fear a vifionary be- 
ing fubftituted in his place; it is to terrify 
ourfelves with a phantom that no-where 

exifts, 
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exifts, but in a difordered imagination; 
for there is ‘no fuch real exiftence, asa Be- 
ing poffeffed of infinite power and domi- 
nion, that is not conducted by perfeét 
goodnefs, unerring wifdom, and unboun- 
ded mercy. Very. different from this is 
the fear which Religion inculcates and en- 
joins. It is founded on juft fentiments,. 
and a due efteem of the Deity, in believing 
him to be what he is, the righteous go- 
vernor and equitable judge of the world; 
powerful indeed, but perfectly wife, and 
good, and benevolent, and merciful; who 
will indeed chaftife and punifh tranfgref- 
fors, but whofe view in the infli@tion of 
punifhment is the happinefs of his. crea- 
tures. A true fear of Gop confifts in a 
jutt fenfe of our dependence upon him; in 
the reverence naturally due to a being. fo 
great, and a character fo perfect; in a fear | 
of offending fo much goodnefs; in appre- 
henfions of forfeiting his favour; in fuch 
an awful veneration as infpires obedience, 
urges us to fhun every occafion of in- 
curring his difpleafure, and makes us 
OTE: afraid 
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afraid to offend, becaufe ae cum to dif- 
pleafe, 
_ Religion teaches us, that Gop is the 
, bett and the greateft, the moft amiable as 
well as awful of beings; that.as is his 
majefty, fo alfo is his mercy; that he is 
our guardian and parent, who. watches 
over us with paternal care, fupplies our — 
wants, aflifts our frailty, proteés. our 
weaknefs, is merciful to our failimgs, and 
corrects with compaffion. Hf the Divine 
Being be reprefented to our minds under — 
this character, we fhall neither defpair 
-of his mercy, nor difhonour his nature, 
by making it the object of a difngenuous - 
and fervile fear, and paying him fuch an 
illiberal extorted homage, as the victor re- 
ceives from the captive, or the tyrant from 
his flave. Gop is in the fcriptures moft 
frequently defcribed as the Father of his 
creatures ; and the appellation by which 
we are inftruéted to addrefs himis, “ Our 
Father who is in heaven,” And agree- 
ably to this idea, the Fear which Religion 
recommends, refembles in kind that re- 
fpectful 
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{pectful awe, that filial reverence, with 
which children ought to honour a wife 
and good parent, but exalted and refined 
to its higheft purity and perfection. This 
fear, which we all. owe to the Parent 
of the Univerfe, will exprefs itfelf by 
every reverential act of obedience and 
homage to him,—by an attentive and vi- — 
gilant compliance with his will;—and will 
deter us from offending him, from appre= 
henfions of his difpleafure. But this facred 
fear may, notwithftanding, admit a mix-_ 
ture of filial confidence, founded on that 
paternal benignity with which, as a father, 
he regardeth us his children, pouring 
down his bleflings upon us, multiplying 
his mercies with a liberal and profufe 
hand, and: gradually conducting us, by 
the influences of his grace, in the way 
pointed’ out by unerring wifdom, to the 

utmoft felicity our nature can admit. 
The fear of Gop, therefore, that fear 
which religion recommends, is not a fer- 
vile principle, is not a flavith, extorted 
dread, but a filial reverence; fuppofes in 
1ts 
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its objeét, mercy and goodnefs, as well.as 
dominion and power; and has nothing 
dreadful in it, but when confcious guilt 
arms it with unnatural terrors., Itis ac- 
companied with an humble confidence in 
Gop, and an affection to his fervice; and. 
is very different from that fpecies of fear 
which is the gloomy imagery of a mif- 
taken, a melancholy, or a guilty mind. 
There is nothing in a true idea of Gop 
that carries cerror in it, but to the guilty; 
nothing but what fhould rather infpire 
hope, and confidence, and joy. A true fear 
of Gop has no tendency to enervate'and 
opprefs the mind with perpetual alarms and 
apprehenfions; but, on the contrary, to 
ftrengthen, and animate, and render it fu- 
perior to all other fears... He who fears 
Gop, need fear none but him. 

Il. I proceed to obferve what confidera~ 
tions. are proper to excite and produce in 
us a juft fear and reverence of Gop. And 
here we may obferve, that the majefty, 
dignity, and various perfections, of the 
Supreme Being, all confpire to form in his 

creatures 
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creatures a religious fear. For if fuperior 
human. excellence, dignity, or goodnefs, 
commands no fmall degree of reverence, 
how much more awful ideas ought a fenfe 
of the greatnefs and adorable attributes of 
the Almighty to. imprefs on a ferious and 


confiderate mind! His greatnefsisinferu= 


table; the moft enlarged underftanding 
cannot comprehend nor find out the Al- 
mighty to perfection. He far tranfcends, 
not only our nature, but our conceptions; 
is infinitely above all that we are, and all 
that we can think. When we reflect, that 
this infinitely great and awful, is alfo an 
infinitely righteous and holy Being ; and 
that he furrounds us with his prefence 3 
that his eye, purer than to behold ini- 
quity, penetrates the inmoft recefles of the 
mind; that every action, and every fenti- 
ment, lies open to his infpection; and that 
he fees not the outward aé only, but the 
firft conception of guilt, with all its gra- 
dual progrefs in the heart; how religioufly 
ought we to purfue the Pfalmift’s advice, 


and ftand in awe, and fin not! Efpecially 
if 
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if to thefe confiderations we add his omni- 
potent power and dominion. For our fouls 
and bodies, our life and death, are in his © 
hands; and he has power to fave, and power 
todeftroy. On him weare dependent for all 
we have, and all we are. By a word he 
called us into being, and by a word may 
remand us to our original nothing, or 
appoint infli@tions fuited to our offences. 
For he cannot be interrupted or oppofed 
in the execution of his will : He doth what- 
jfoever pleafeth him, bothin the armies of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
the pillars of heaven tremble at his reproof; 
ihe thunder of his power who can withfiand ? 
A power fo abfolute, fo mighty, and irre- 
fiftible, cannot be contemplated without 


an awful reverence, even by thofe whofe _ 


integrity and obedience might infpire the 

beft hopes of its protection. r 
But it will ftill add to our fear and ve- 
neration of the Almighty, when we turn 
our eyes from his nature to our own, and 
obferve its various frailties and imperfec- 
tions, itsimmenfe diftance from the higheft 
order 
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order of created beings ; for the chain of 
creatures afcends probably by a regular 
gradation from man, through various 
clafles of fuperior intelligences, in the fame 
manner as it gradually defcends from man 
to the moft imperfect of animals. When 
we reflect, that we are the loweit, perhaps, 
in the fcale of intelletual beings, and 
funk ftill lower by our degeneracy ; when 
we confider, how much our nature is 
{tained and polluted with guilt ; and that 
the beft of men, nay, that the very hea- 
vens, are not pure in the fight of Gop; 
that he chargeth even his angels with folly; 
and that thofe moft holy and unoffending 
beings veil their faces before him ;—how 
ought the contemplation of our frail na- 
ture, by infinite defcents inferior to his, 
~ make all the earth to fear the Lorp, and 
all the inhabitants of the world to ftand 
in awe of him! Which leads me, 

Ill. Laftly, to obferve the effects and 
influence of this principle of religious fear. 
And the natural effect of it will be, an 
univerfal attention to the divine laws. Sy 

the 
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the fear of the Lord men depart from evil, 
The true ground of morality and religion 
is, the intrinfic reafonablenefs, the effen- 
tial and immutable rectitude, of the duties 
they prefcribe. For moral good and evil 
depend not on any uncertain, flu€tuating, 
arbitrary principle, but have a fixed, per- 
manent, immoveable foundationin nature. 
Gratitude and piety to Gop, probity, ju- 
{tice, fidelity, and benevolence to men, 
are abfolutely and in their own nature 
right and good, worthy to be chofen, fit 
to be practifed, antecedently to any com- 
mand, and independently of all promifes, 
rewards, or fanctions whatfoever. Reafon 
and confcience bid us do what is right, 
whether any profpect of recompence be fet 
before us-or not. If the world could be 
fuppofed to fubfift without the fuperin- 
tending providence, or even without the 
exiftence of a Gop, moral good and evil, 
virtue and vice, would ftill continue to be 
what they are; the one effentially excel= 
Jent, the other unalterably blameworthy. 
But it muft be owned, that in praétice the 


\ prin- 
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principal fupport of virtue among man- 
kind, is an awful fenfe of a fupreme Sove- 
reign and Judge of the world, who will fi- 
nally reward what is worthy of reward, and 
punifh what deferves punifhment. To his 
all-perfe&t and unerring mind, the intrin- 
fic, effential excellence of moral goodnefs 
is a certain, and always fufficient, motive 
of action. But it is too feeble an obliga- 
tion to bind human beings, tempted and 
importuned as we are by our various pa{- 
fions to break loofe from it. We are not 
perfect and {piritual enough in our prefent 
ftate, to be determined, in all our actions, 
by the fole confideration of the rectitude 
and excellence of virtue. It is neceflary 
that our fenfe of duty fhould be aided and 
invigorated by an habitual, awful impref- 
fion upon our minds, of an infinitely holy, 
juft, and powerful Sovereign of nature, . 
who, as certainly as there is a diftinction 
between virtue and ice, will finally ap- 
prove and reward the one, and difapprove 
and punifh the other. 

This fear of Gop is the beginning of 


wif- 
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wifdom,—the principle that gives its firft 
admittance to the foul. And if this prin- 
ciple be fixed in our minds, it will be pro- 
du@tive of an univerfal caution to abftain 
from every action offenfive to our Maker, 
and of an habitual concern and folicitude 
to conform our whole conduét to his will. 
We fhall avoid all the artful difguifes of 
_ hypocrify, as much as open and avowed 
profanenefs; and our conduct will be 
equally juft and correé in our retired 
hours, as when we appear on the public 
{tage of the world; knowing, that no 
fhade of retirement, no cover of hypocrify, 
no veil of darknefs, can hide us from that 
all-feeing eye, under whofe infpection we 
live and move. This reverential fear of 
the Divine Being, eftablifhed upon rational 
grounds, will be a powerful motive to 
every virtue, and the moft effectual pre- 
fervative from every fin. How fall I do 
this great evil, and fin againf? God? is the 
natural fuggeftion of a heart imprefled 

with religious fear. 
Let us then habituate ourfelves to form 
fuch 


Ser..14. On the fear of God. 225 


fuch juft, awful, and elevated ideas of our 
Creator, as may give birth to an holy fear, 
tempered with a filial refpe@, and pious 
confidence in him; that we may neither 
difhonour his ereatnefs by want of reve- 
rence, nor affront his goodriefs. by a fer- 
vile dread and an extorted fubmiffion. Let 
us remember, that if we now poflefs or 
minds with a reverential fear, and live 
under an habitual veneration of him, we 
fhall be admitted hereafter into that blifs- 
ful ftate, where perfect love will caft out 
all abject fear ; where we fhall fee Gop as 
he is, not armed with terrors, but fur- 
rounded with mercy; and {hall approach 
him with the confidence of fons, a8 well 
as the fubmiflion of creatures ; where we 
fhall offer to him an ingenuous fervice, 
not proceeding from conftraint, or appre- 
henfions of his vengeance, but from juft 
fentiments of the amiablenefs of moral 
goodnefs, and deep :impreffions of holy 
gratitude to the Author of our felicity ; 
where our duty will be the free-will ofter- 
ing of our hearts; where we fhall ferve 

iy Gop 
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Gop with liberal effections, and no mix- 
ture of a grofs and fervile alloy fhall 
debafe the purity of our obedience; and 
where, all difingenuous motives of action 
being done away, the pureft and beft of 
principles, the love of Gop and goodnefs, 
fhall a€tuate and animate us to endlefs 
ages. : 


S E R- 


SERMON XV. 
Utility of the Light of REVELATION. 


Joun xu. 46. 


1 am come a light into the world, that who- 
Joever believeth in me, fhould not abide in 
darkne/s. 


ROM thefe words it appears, that one 
principal intention of our Saviour’s 
coming into the world was, to be a light 
to thofe who abode in darknefs ; 1. e. to 
inftruct thofe who had only the affiftances 
of natural reafon to inform them of the 
principles of religion, and the rules of 
duty. And hence I fhall take occafion to 
confider the fuperior advantage of the light 
or inftruction afforded by the Chriftian 


Revelation. 
P 2 No 
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No revelation, we may be affured, would 
have been communicated to the world, i 4 
the affiftances of natural reafon had been 
entirely fufficient ; fufficient in fuch a 
fenfe as to preclude the neceflity or utility 
of a Revelation. But the infufficiency of 
reafon, and the confequent utility of re- 
velation, may appear from the hiftory of 
all the nations of antiquity who have lived 
deftitute of revealed inftructions. How 
uncertain and how imperfect a progrefs 
we fhould have made in our inquiries into 
religion, upon the ftrength of our mere 
rational powers, may be collected from 
_the errors and ignorance, the idolatries 
and fuperftitions, of the Heathen world; 
which afford, a fad, but clear conviction, 
of the weaknefs of untutored reafon.. How 
abfurd were their conceptions of 2 Supreme 
Being! how unworthy of his greatnefs ! 
how derogatory from the infinite excel- 
lence of his nature ! Though the character 
of the Derry is ftrongly marked in» the 
-Creation,—and: the ftructure of both hea- 
ven and earth declares the exiftence, wif- 
dom, 


Ser. 15. light of Revelation. 229 


dom, and power, of the Almighty Archi- 
tect ; yet fuch was the general corruption, 
that men, like the idols they worfhipped, 
which have eyes and fee not, did not in 
fact difcern that Gop who was {o vifible 
in his works, 

Judea was the fingle province, the He= 
brews the only people, who made the ac- 
knowledgement of one Supreme Being a 
a fundamental article of their religion ; 
whereas, in all other nations, polytheifm 
and idolatry took place, and had an efta- 
blifhment in their laws. Socrates, one of 
the beft of men, was put to death by the 
Athenians, the moft learned of the Hea- 
thens, for teaching the unity of Gop, and 
the fpirituality of the worfhip due to him, 
From all the remaining monuments of Pa- 
ganifm, it appears, that their public wor- 
fhip was addreffed to a multiplicity of 
deities: nor was there any injunction in 
any of their laws, which required adoration 
to be paid to the Supreme Gop, and to him 
alone. The honour due to the Creator they 


transferred to his creatures; to the celeftial 
Be bodies, 
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bodies, and to brute animals; to inani- 
‘mate, and even imaginary beings; to paf- 
fions and vices, to images and idols; to 
whatever folly could conceive, or fancy 
fuggeft. Any thing almoft was worfhipped 
as a divinity, except the Divine Being him- 
felf. This practice, to the difhonour of 
human reafon, was admitted, not only in 
countries rude and ignorant, but in the 
more civilized. and much admired nations 
of Greece and Rome. It has been obfer- 
ved, that in thofe nations idolatry feemed 
to gather ftrength, and prevail, as they 
advanced in civilization and in learning. 
Though fcience flourifhed among them, 
yet they became {till more and more ad- 
diged to the moft abfurd idolatries, as 
well as the moft infamous vices; both 
of which had made an amazing progrefs 
at the time of our Saviour’s appearance. 
No wonder, indeed, that polytheifm and 
idolatry laid the foundation of the grofleft 
and vileft corruptions. ‘The moft infa- 
mous immoralities were but the natural 
confequences of a religion wherein they 


had 
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had_examples of vice in the acknowledged 
objects of their religious worfhip. Where 
Vice was honoured with temples and altars, 
Virtue could expect few votaries. 


Some philofophers indeed there were, 
who, by the ftrength of fuperior genius, 
faw through the folly of the general fu- 
perftition. But even their light was dark- 
nefs. They lamented the ignorance and 
blindnefs of the vulgar ; but that fagacity 
which detected the errors of others, could 
not of itfelf inveftigate the truth. Even 
Athens, the feat of literature, where was 
the great refort of the learned, where the 
ancient philofophy received its higheft cul- 
tivation, even this {chool of wifdom waited 
for an Apoftle to give her information of 
the unknown Gop. Here, if any where, 
in a city eminent for letters, and an age 
enlightened by fcience, the moft correct 
and accurate ideas of Gop and religion 
that the powers of reafon could frame, 
might be expected to be found. Here it 
might be fuppofed they would have got 

P 4 above 
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above the abfurd idolatries and grofs fu- 
perftitions of the more uncivilized and 
ignorant nations. But we find, that in 
fa&t it was otherwife; and that St Paul’s 
fpirit was ftirred within him, when he faw 

the city wholly given up to idolatry. 
To the cure of thefe diforders the pre=_ 
{criptions of philofophy were applied in 
vain: for philofophers, who fhould have 
‘corrected the errors of the people, widely 
differed among themfelves. Some of them 
fcarce admitted the exiftence of a Gop; 
and fuppofed, that the world might owe 
its birth and formation to a fortuitous 
concourfe and coalition of atoms. Some 
admitted his Being; but denied his fuper- 
intendence and government. of the world. 
Some acknowledged a general, but rejeAt- 
ed a particular providence. Some afcribed 
all events to blind, undireé&ted chance 3 
fome to abfolute, unalterable fate; and 
others thought, that certainty was not to 
be obtained in thefe or other opinions, 
and profeffed or pretended to univerfal 
doubt. Thus divided in the moft impor- 
tant 
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tant principles of religion, they confe= 
quently differed in the duties of it. With 
regard to thofe who denied a providence, 
evident it is, that fubmiffion to Gop, 
dependence upon his goodnefs, gratitude 
for his benefits, or refignation to his ap- 
pointments, could make no part of their 
fyftem of Morals. And though, indeed, 
the focial and civil duties, on which the 
peace, and order, and welfare of {focieties 
more immediately depend, were generally 
admitted; yet in the duties relative to the 
regulation and government of appetites 
and paflions, they were far from being 
agreed. 

If, then, men of diftinguifhed genius, 
who had equal abilities and inclination to 
cultivate moral f{cience, were thus bewil- 
‘dered, and unable to afcertain the firft 
principles of religion ; no wonder if the 
vulgar, the far greater part of mankind, 
who had neither leifure nor inclination 
nor abilities to purfue fuch. difquifitions, 
were funk into the groffeft errors and cor- 
ruptions. In this benighted ftate of the 

world, 
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world, before the Sun of Righteoufnefs a- 
rofe, or the rays of the Gofpel {hone upon 
mankind, they travelled on through life 
like wanderers in the dark, with doubtful 
fteps, amidft danger and difcomfort, with- 
out a guide to conduc them, without a 
profpect of the end of their journey, and 
with imperfect glimmerings of the way 
that led to it. Some light, then, fome 
affittances, were plainly wanting, beyond 
what the powers of reafon could fupply. 
And at this critical feafon, when the na- 
tions of the world were funk into a deplo- 
rable ftate of error in opinions, and cor- 
ruption in morals, the Father of mercies, 
by a gracious interpofition of his provi- 
dence, favoured them with a Revelation, 
which not only inftructed them in the Ex- 
iftence of one Eternal and Infinite Being, 
the author and governor of all things,— 
but communicated juft and worthy appre- 
henfions of his Nature and Attributes ; 
rectified the numerous errors that were fo 
widely difperfed, and had fo long prevail- 
ed; and pointed out the paths to peace 


and 
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and happinefs, by fetting before them the 
precepts of Gop and nature, in their ge- 
nuine uncorrupted purity. 

If we look back, and conkeoeeee the 
moral world, in its firft ages, before it was 
enlightened by the beams of Revelation, 
it appears like the earth in its original dif- 
ordered ftate, when it was without form, 
and void, and darknefs was upon the face 
of the deep. But as foon as the fpirit of 
Gop moved, and the lights of Heaven 
fhone upon it, regularity and order fuc- 
ceeded, and its night was turned into 
day. 
~ But the utility of the Chriftian Revela- 
tion will further appear, if we confider, that 
though we fhould even admit, what was 
not the fact, that Reafon, by its native, 
unaflifted powers, might be capable of ac- 
quiring juft ideas of the nature of Gop, 
his attributes and provi dence, and of form- 
ing an accurate and complete fy{ftem of 
the duties we owe to him and to each 
other; yet it could not with certainty dif- 
cover what would be the reward of duty, 

or 


236 Utility of the Ser. 15. 


or what the future confequences of tran{- 
greflion; and could not therefore know 
what was neceflary to be known, to give 
an effectual fapport and encouragement to 
virtue. 

It is to obferved, that the true 
ground, the primary foundation of reli- 
gion and morality, is the intrinfic recti- 
tude, propriety, and reafonablenefs of the 
duties they prefcribe ; which are in their 
own nature right and good, worthy to be 
regarded, fit to be practifed, whether we 
have any profpect or promife of a future 
recompence or not. But yet it cannot be 
difowned, that fuch recompenfe is requi- 
fite for the fupport of virtue; and that 
the obligation to thefe duties is highly en- 
forced by the authoritative Revelation of) 
the divine will, and by the difcoveries made 
in the Gofpel of the nature and certainty 
of that final felicity which will be the fu- 
ture reward of obedience, without which 
the caufe of virtue muft neceffarily lan- 
guifh. In the prefent ftate of the world, 
where corruption and diforder prevail; 

_ where 


Ser. 15. light of Revelation. 239 


where virtue often fails to conduct its vo- 
taries to happinefs, nor does vice always 

plunge its followers in mifery; ; where-good 
men often fuffer, and fuffer for their vir- 
tue, and wicked men profper, and prof- 
per even by means of iniquity;—in fuch 
a fituation, the only fufficient and effec- 
tual motive to duty is the profpect of a 
future retribution ; the expectation of a 
heavenly tribunal, where virtue is fure to 
be happy in the approbation of the Judge 
of the whole earth, and vice to fuffer the 
effects of his difpleafure. 

But as a ftate of future patter was 
looked upon in the Gentile world to be at 
beft dark and problematical; and as an 
habitual regard to it, though it be the hap- 
pieft principle that can poffefs the mind, 
was never recommended among them as 
a rule of conduct; the moral behaviour of 
the wifeft and beft of them, not founded 
on the firm bafis of that principle, muft 
~ have been unftable, and have varied with 
every paffion and inclination. For no- 
thing but faith in a future retribution, 

nothing 


238° Utility of the Ser. 15: 


nothing but a firm belief that their labour . 
will not be in vain, can keep mankind 
fteady and immoveable in their integrity. 
Take away .the hopes of futurity, and it 
will be in the power of every common ¢a- 
lamity to fhake the firmeft virtue. For 
what power or principle would be left in 
the mind to induce even the good man to: 
fuffer in the caufe of virtue, if he had no 
profpe@ of any other confequence than 
certain fuffering in this world, and utter 
extinction hereafter ? 

The future exiftence of human nature 
appeared doubtful even.to philofophers of 
the greateft name among the Heathens, 
who frequently exprefled their want of 
fome clearer evidence to fix in their minds 
a firm perfuafion of it.. They endeavoured, 
indeed, to carry their views beyond this 
fhort vale of hfe; they ftood upon the 
fhore, and eyed the immenfe ocean of eter- 
nity that lay before them; but clouds and 
darknefs foon terminated the profpect: 
The light of the Gofpel happily difpelled 
thofe clouds and that darknefs, extricated 

| man- 
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mankind from the perplexity in which 
they formerly lay, and opened a view in- 
to eternity. . We are not now left to dark 
and fruitlefs conjectures about immorta- 
lity, without confidence in our hopes, or 
confolation in our fears; but have the 
fulleft affurances of an everlafting happi- 
nefs prepared for good men in a future 
ftate, and the moft exprefs declarations — 
concerning the punifhment whichwill be 
infli€ted on the wicked; the expediency 
and importance of which, to the interefts 
of religion and virtue, muft be acknow- 
ledged. Thefe are the ftrongeft conceiv- 
able motives to rectitude of manners, and 
muft operate upon the mind with all the 
force that is compatible with the freedom 
of human actions. But if even thefe are 
found too weak to call men off from cri- 
minal purfuits; if even thefe are infufh- 
cient to procure a general attention to 
virtue; how vain were unaflifted Reafon, 
how ineffeCiual its counfels! Of what avail 
_ any {peculative contemplations on the mo- 


ral fitnefs, or excellence, or amiablenefs, 
of 
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of virtue, if the certain affurance of a hap- 
py or miferable Futurity cannot always 
prevail with us to turn from, our evil 
ways!» Ayes) ri “ 

Other dodtrines there are, of. great im- 
portance to mankind, concerning which 
the Heathen world ftood:in great need of © 
inftruction, and which have been elucida- 
ted and afcertained by the Gofpel; fuch as 
thofe relating to the Providence of Gop, 
—the Worthip that ought to be rendered 
to him,—moral Duty confidered in its juft 
extent,—the terms of our Acceptance-with 
Gop, and the means of Reconciliation 
when we have offended him; which time 
will not permit now to be fully confider- 
ed. 

I fhall only at prefent obferve, that the 
advantage of the light communicated by 
the Gofpel may in general appear from 
this confideration, That though Gop is 
no refpeéter of perfons; though he is the 
equal Father of all; and the virtuous 
Heathen, .who fincerely endeavours to 
pleafe Gon, doubtlefs will pleafe him: yet 

as 
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as the Chriftian poffeffes fuperior affiftances ae. 


and opportunities of moral inftruction and 
improvement; as the. moft effectual dif- 


fuafives from every fpecies of vice, and 


the moft animating incitements to virtue 
and goodnefs, lie before him; he may in 
general be expected to ‘approach nearer 
to moral perfection, than thofe who had 
no future profpeCt to operate upon their 
hopes and fears, to animate them to virtue, 
or deter them from vice. The Gofpel 
gives us fuch information, and lends fuch 
afliftance, as mutt, if not wilfully rejected, 


- give us great advantages above the Hea- 


then world. 

If, then, our heavenly Father has been 
pleafed to favour us with diftinguifhed 
regard, by difperfing the clouds that hung 
over the Gentile world, and bidding the 
light of the gofpel fhine among us, where- 
by the paths of virtue and happinefs are 
pointed out with more clearnefs and cer- 
tainty than to thofe who were guided by 
the leffer light of nature only,—how 
thankful ought we to be for this light! 


om and 
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and how careful to direct our fteps by it! 


a a 


how attentive to that wifdom which de- 
{cended from above, and is transfufed 


into the facred pages,—which reveals tous 


every thing we are idle to, know, 
in order to be wife in our mo important 
intereft, wife unto falvation ! 

Let, then, the facred writings which 
convey this light,—the fureft guides to 
immortality, the words: of eternal ‘life, 
pure as the place from whence they were 
derived, wife and good as the Spirit who 
formed them; thofe holy oracles in which 
Gop announces his will to his creatures, 
in which our hopes are affured of everlaft- 
ing felicity, and our actions directed to 
the attainment of it; let thefe employ our 
frequent meditations; let them be our 
delight, and our counfellors; and let it be 
our pious care, fo to read, learn, and in- 
wardly digeft them, that we may ever 
hold faft the bleffed hope of everlafting 
life which they have givenus in our Sa- 
wiour CHRIST. ke 
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S-E-RM.O WN XVI. 


Gor's Judgments a Motive to 


Ho.ingss, 


Preached at Edinburgh; February 6. 1756, 
on the day appointed by public autho- 
tity for a general faft, after the earth- 

~ quake at Lifbon. 


IsAIAH Xxv1. 9, latter part. 


When thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of ihe world will learn righte= 


oufacf. 


T this awful feafon, when the divine 
judgments are in the world, when 

God has arifen to hake terribly the earth, 
Q.2 when 


ee 


edt 
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when fome nations have feverely felt his 
avenging hand,-and many others have 
trembled under the apprehenfions of it, we 
are juftly required by the authority of 


* our Sovereign, and loudly called upon by 


the voice of Religion, to humble our- 
felves before the Almighty Rurer of the 
univerfe, to approach his throne of grace, 
and prefent our moft fervent vows and 
fupplications to him; our vows of future 
piety, our fupplications for his protecting 
mercy. 

The Soverticn of the world has lately 
vifited fome kingdoms with the moft 
dreadful of his inflictions, has fent notices 
of his judgments to the ends of the earth, 
and has given the inhabitants of this our 
ifland fome merciful monitions to repent, 
left we. likewife perifh.. Ought we not 
then to attend with reverence to thefe aw- 
ful intimations of Providence? Shall we 
not ferioufly weigh and confider thefe 
meflages from Heaven ?. Hath Gop utter= 
éd his voice? let the earth, and all that 
dwell therein, -ftand in awe, ‘He hath 
fpoken, 


a 
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fpoken, and called the world from the ring. 
up of the Jun unto the going down thereof. 
Gop fpeaks to mankind, not only im 
iis revealed inftruétions, but in his works. 
of creation and providence: and in thefe 
he fpeaks to them in a language that is 


univerfal, intelligible to all nations and’ 


ages; a language whofe /ound goes out into 
all lands, and tts words unto the ends of the 
world. In this language, Gop has given 
men every ‘where ample information of 
his:nature and providence, his power, his 
wifdom, his goodnefs, and occafionally of 
his avenging juftice. If he commands 
the fword, the famine, the peftilence, or 
any other meffenger of his wrath, to go 
through a neighbouring land ;. what other 


conftruction can we put upon the. mef* 


-fage, than that we ought to repent, and 


turn unto Gop, left we alfo fall under the ~ 


fame condemnation? When he commif- 
fions his deftroying angel to afflict his 
people, the defign of the commifflion is, to 
exhort them to obedience. When he vilits 
us with his judgments, the intention of 


hg thefe 
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thefe judgments is, to ddeonith us to ren=- 


_ der ourfelves proper objects of his good- 


nefs and mercy. 
In this light, the late ¢Gcgiens from 
ABE are confidered by the authority 
which enjoined the religious obfervance 
of this day. The fame conftruction is put 
upon the divine judgments by all nati- 
ons; and this conftruction the prophet 
fuppofes in the text to be fo natural and 
obvious, that he lays it down as an un- 
doubted maxim, That when Gop’s judge- 
ments are on the earth, the inhabitants of 
it will learn righteoufnefs. 
Let it not be urged, that thofe public 
calamities, which the common reafon of 
mankind has ever taught them to confider 
as divine judgments, ought not to be ap- 
prehended ta proceed from a particular 
interpofition or immediate appointment 
of Providence; that Gop fuffers nature 
to act by general laws; that things will 
mechanically purfue their natural courfe ; 
and that all events derive their birth from 
the operation of fecond caufes. For what 


are 
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are the laws of nature but the appointment 
of the Author of nature? or what are feo 


cond caufes but inftruments i in the hands ue 


of the Firft? Nature can in no inftance 
act independently on her Creator; nor ¢ 

inferior caufes “produce any one "aah 
without the co-operation of the Supreme, 
in whom they move and have their being. 
The fame infinite, almighty Spirit, who 
formed the world, though to us invifible, 
is intimately prefent to every part of it; 
and fuperintends, governs, animates, and 
actuates the whole. His arm, covered with 
the veil of natural caufes, directs all 
events. Matter in all its movements ever 
obeys His impulfe. Fire and hail, fnow 
_and vapours, and even wind and iftorm, 
‘fulfil His word. All that we are apt to 
afcribe to Nature, or to Fate and Neceility, 
or to Chance and Fortune, 7. ¢ to phan- 
toms, founds, and names,—all, all is di- 
vine dire¢tion: the whole plan is laid, 
and. every part of it executed, by an un- 
{een power; and what we call Nature, Fate, 
er Chance, here on earth, has another ap- 


ek pellation 
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pellation among the heavenly, intelligen- 
ces above, where. the Creator, and. his 


works are better underftood;.and.is there . 


‘ the Providence of the GovERNOR of, the 
univerfe, whofe appointment it is what we 


think Chance, whofe will is, Fate, and 
whofe uniform manner of operation is 

Nature. , 
Though things in the eras vada 
act according to their refpective natural 
powers, and there is an eftablifhed order 
and conftitution of things, and the good or 
evil, the profperous or calamitous events 
which happen in the world, are generally 
nothing elfe but the courfe of nature, or 
natural caufes producing their natural ef- 
fects ; yet thefe are under the dominion 
of an inyifible Superintendent; who, by 
guiding and directing their. influences, 
makes natural caufes at all times, by the 
unerring fkill and operation of his wifdom, 
and power, the inftruments either of his 
tender mercy or exemplary juftice, and.” 
the means of conferringa reward. or in- 
flicting a punifhment, according to meng 
mora] 
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moral deportment; or as beft fuits the i itd” 
“Sith defigns of his Providence. 

‘That particular calamity which has late- 
ne wafted fome nations, threatened to de- 
vour others, and which we are this day 
affembled to implore Heaven to avert from 
ourfelves, is in fome inftances in {cripture 
reprefented as a judicial infliction. When 
the ground clave afunder under Dathan 
and’ Abiram, and the earth opened her 
mouth and {wallowed them up, and their 
houfes, and all the men that appertained 
unto them, and all their goods, it is re- 
corded to have been the punifhment of 
their crimes.. When the Pfalmift informs 
us, that the earth trembled and quaked, that 
the very foundations alfo of the hills fbook 
and were removed, the reafon afligned is, 
becaufe God was wroth, In his anger (fays 
Job) he removeth the mountains, and over~ 
turneth them: he fbaketh the earth out of her 
place, and the pillars thereof tremble, But 
we are not hence authorifed to conclude, 
that thofe who feem to fuffer by a parti- 


cular appointment, or immediate act, of 
provi- 
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Providence, faffer for fins which cry loud- 
er for vengeance than thofe of the rett of 
mankind. igi oat ae 
Our Saviour has forbid fuch uncharita- 
ble conclufions, by informing us, that thofe 
Galileans whom Pilate ordered to be flain, 
and whofe blood he mingled with that 
of the facrifices which they were offering; 
and likewife that thofe eighteen perfons 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell; were 
not finners above all that dwelt in Jerufa~ 
lem. Gop may vifit a nation with his 
judgments, for reafons far above out of 
our fight, far above our abilities to com- 
prehend ; for reafons known. only to his 
own infinite and incomprehenfible wai- 
dom. His qway ts in the fea, and ‘is paths 
in the great waters, and his footfteps are not 
known. And as well may we attempt to 
meafure thofe waters in the hollow of our 
hand, as to comprehend the counfels and 
defigns of him whofe judgments are; like 
the great deep. 3 
In Gon’s conference with Job, im order 
tq aflert and vindicate the juftice of his 
Provie 
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Providence, ‘he does not lay open the fe- 
cret reafons and defigns of it; but only 
propofes the following cutee expref{- 
fed in the moft beautiful language. Where 
waft thou when I laid the foundations of the 
earth? declare if thou haft underftanding, 
- Who hath laid the meafure thereof? or wha 
hath Sfrretched the line upon it ? Whereupon 
are the foundations thereof faftened? or who 
hath lad the corner-ftone thereof 2 Who fbut 
up the fea with doors, when it brake forth as 
if it had iffued from the womb? Haft thou 
commanded the morning fince thy days, and 
caufed the day-/pring to know his place? 
Where is the way where light dwelleth 2 
and as for darkne/s, where is the place there- 
of? Haft thou entered into the treafures of 
the fnow ? or haft thou known the treasures 
of the hail? Out of whofe womb came the 
ice? and the hoary froft ihe heaven, who hath 
gendered it? — 
~ Thefe and other fimilar queftions were — 
meant to convince. Job how incapaple he 
was of penetrating into the fecret counfels 
of Providence, who was unable to com- 
? prehend / 
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prehend the reafons of the beft known and 
moft familiar works of Nature. 0 the 
) depth, {ays St Paul, both of the wifdom and 
hnowledge of God! How unfearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways pap finding out! 
Sor who hath known the mind of the Lord : ? 
or who hath been his counfellor ? And yet, 
except we were informed of the mind of 
Gop, and admitted to his counfels, we 
can never fully comprehend the reafons of 
his difpenfations, The defigns of his Pro- 
vidence extend from age to age; have all 
a mutual connection and unfeen ‘depend- 
ence on each other; may not receive their 
intended completion till after a long fuc= _ 
ceffion of ages ; may, for fecret reafons, 
by myfterious means, be conducted to. 
fome unknown conclufton. 
Impoffible indeed it is for us to A at 
the reafons of Gop’s difpenfations, except’ 
we were able to fee what was acted upon. 
the whole theatre of nature, from the firft 
opening of it, from the commencement of 
time, to its lateft period. We are in this 
world fpeétators only as it were-of a 
fingle 
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fingle fcene of, Providence, which often 
appears perplexed and intricate, full of 
furprifing incidents and myfterious events. 
We mutt wait till the winding up of the 
whole, when its intricacies will be unra~ . 
-velled, and its myfterious paflages explain- 
ed; when i it will appear worthy, of the Di- 
vine Author ; ; when we fhall fee, that the 
plan has been laid with infinite under- 
ftanding, is conducted with the higheft 
wifdom, and will be concluded with the 
mott confummate goodnels. 


In the mean time, when the divine 
judgments are abroad in the world; when 
Gop feems to have bowed. the heavens 
and come down, and the earth trembles at 
his prefence; though we cannot aflign a 
reafon, why, amid{ft the general depravity 
of mankind, he has felected a particular 
people to be the objects of .his wrath, or 
why he has dealt thus feverely with them; 
yet we know. one unerring interpretation 
of this difpenfation of Providence ; we 
know, that from the example of ,thefe ter- 
rors of the Lorp, we ought to be perfua- 

; ded 
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ded to learn righteoufnefs, to turn imme- 
diately unto Gop, to repent forthwith of 
our fins, and forfake them, left we alfo 
perifh by the fame or fome other greater 
calamity. St Jude informs us, that the 
deftruction of the cities of Sodom and. Go- 
roorrah was meant to be, not only a pu- 
nifhment for their wickednefs, but a laft- 
ing exainple and terror to future ages. 

Every divine judgment. has a voice; 
and conveys inftru@tion. The late judge- 
ments fpeak to us from heaven; and ad- 
monifh us, if we have ears to hear, to fly 
without delay. from our fins, as Lot did 
from thofe cities, when Gop rained fire 
from heaven upon them. and overthrew 
them, left we be confumed; to make hafte 
to efcape from them, that our fouls may 
live ; mever to look back, or return to 
paft tranfgreflions, left vengeance overtake 
us, and we become pillars or monuments 
of the feverity of divine juftice. 

And we fhall find ftill more reafon to 
turn unto Gop by true repentance, and 
by the practice of every duty of humilia- 


tion, 
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tion, when we confider, that .befides that 
dreadful calamity which has lately been 
the lot of fome other nations, and we know 
not how foon may ‘be our own, another 
judgment feems to be approaching, which, 
though’ lefs dreadful in appearance, may 
be equally fatal in its effects, and may 
bring with it as fure, though not fo fwift 
deftruction. Should Heaven think fit to 
employ war as the mimifter of his wrath, 
does not religion, does not reafon, does 
mot the impulfe of nature, dire us to 
take fanctuary in uis throne, who is high- 
er than the higheft, the Kine of Kings, 
in whofe hands are the iffues of war, and 
who can do whatfoever pleafeth him both 
in the armies of heaven and in thofe of 
earth? As certain as it is that there is a 
Gep and a Providence, fo certain is it 
that human means alone cannot enfure 
fuccefs ; and that except the Lorp keep 
our cities, the watchmen of the ftate will 

wake in vain. 
Let. us not, then, exclude Gop from 
eur counfels; let us not repofe an abfolute 
con- 
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confidence in human policy or power, —in , 
the wealth of our people, the fituation of. 
our  ifland, or the floating bulwarks that , 

defend i it. Doubtful always are the events of 
all human affairs ; but thofe of war are of 
all others the moft fluctuating and uncer- | 
tain, and often receive confiderable reyo- 
lutions from the flighteft contingencies. 

The battle is not always to the ftrong. 
No human eye can forefee the various ac- 
cidents which may defeat the beft concert-, 
ed meafures, and blaft the faireft hopes of 
faccefs. Let us not, then, altogether lean . 
on the broken reed of human ftrength or 
wifdom. Let us look up where Religion , 
inftructs us, for a fupport equal to our 
wants,+to HIM who governs all nature, | 
and direéts all contingencies. | . 

To every human, let us add every reli<_ 
gious means of defence: Let us aid and re- 
inforce our arms by the integrity and rec- 
titude of our manners; let us by the fins 
cereft vows of holy obedience, by every : 
pious act of humiliation, every duty that 
a creature can pay to its Creator, endea~ 


) vour- 
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vour to engage Heaven on our fide, who 
will then plead our caufe with them that - 
ftrive with us, whofe mercy will then de- 
fend us as with a fhield, and whofe falva- 
tion will be walls and bulwarks. The 
{torm of war feems to be rifing: and our 
nation, like the veflels appointed for its 
protection, may be now carried up to 
heaven, and fuddenly down again to the 
deep ; may this hour be elated with fuc- 
cefs, and the next fink into adverfity. 
The fkill and vigilance of thofe at the 
helm may in vain contend with the vio-= 
lence of the tempeft. Ought we not, then, 
like the difciples in the lake, when their 
fhip was covered with the waves, to ad- 
drefgs him whofe providence never flum- 
bers, and whom the winds and the fea 
obey, with their devout fupplication, Lord 
fave us, or we perifo? If any one among 
us can be inattentive to this duty, and in- 
fenfible of his own and the common dan- 
ger, may we not fay to him, as the mari- 
ners did to Jonah, What meaneft thou, O 
fleeper! arife, and call upon thy God, 5 

R nh 
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In order to make our peace with Gon, 
and obtain’ his future’ bleflings, one pre~ 
vious neceflary ftep is, to be grateful for 
“ thofe wé have received; for public, as well 
as perfonal mercies ; for the natural, ‘po- 
litical, and religious bleffings wé enjoy. 
In thefe refpes, jointly confidered, we are 
highly favoured, happy beyond the other 
nations of the earth ; in our’ foil and ch- 
mate, which are fufficiently bountiful ; 
3) our commerce, which fpreads its fails — 
in every fea, and furnifhes the ‘various 
productions which our own climate re- 
fufes. Nature has poured the ocean round 
us, which at once conveys to us the wealth 
‘of foreign kingdoms, and guards the pol 
feffion of it. | sittig 

Happy in our conftitution of Govern- - 
ment, in which, far from being the flaves 
of power, the fovereign and the fubjects 
poflefs their refpective rights, and, like'the 
ocean which furrounds them, have’ their 
“bounds prefcribed, which, though they 
may fometimes rage and fwell, they'can- 
not pafs.. Happy in the enjoyment of Li- 

berty, 
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berty, the greateft of public blefings;. Li- 


berty, which, refuted admittance to many 


mations fince:the beginning of the world, 
jand for many ages exiled from others 
where, once fhe inhabited, has at, laft fixed 
her chief refidence in this envied Ifland, 
where, protecting and protected, favoured 
-by. the monarch, and venerated . by the 
people, fhe difpentes her. bleffings | to both! 
‘Happy.in a Religion, of whofe peculiar ex~ 
eellence) we may, juftly boaft; clear and, 
unpolluted, as the fountain from whence 
it flows; whofe ftreams, neither difco- 
loured. with the. fuperftition of fome 
. countries, nor tinctured with the enthu- 
fiafm of others, run nowhere in greater 
purity than in our own. 
Such are the public bleffings with which 
Heaven has favoured and_ diftinguifhed 
sus. One blefling indeed is ftill wanting ; 
vand that is, a heart duly fenfible of them; 
which. is itfelf one of the greateft bleflings 
we can poffefs. Let us then be kind to 
; ourfelyes, and juft to our Creator, in im- 
_prefling our minds with a grateful fenfe 
R 2 of 
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of thefe and all his mercies; fo grateful 
“a fenfe, and fo deeply imprefled, as may 
juftify us in approaching him with our 
requefts fora continuance of them: 

- To our gratitude for his mercies, let/us 
‘add our humbleft fupplications to him to 
avert the infli@tions with which he now 
threatens us; not to fuffer the deep to 
fwallow us up, nor the pit to fhut her 
mouth upon us ; not to deliver us up to 
the willof our enemies, nor to let our foes 
triumph over us. Let us add an holy: for- 
row for our offences which may have de- 
‘ferved thofe inflictions ; and let us turn 
unto the Lorp our Gop, with weeping, 
with fafting, and with mourning. To every 
outward expreflion of humiliation,: let us. 
add the fincereft piety of foul; Jet usrent 
our hearts; and not our garments ;:letous 
fupplicate his bleflings, not only with our 
lips, but invour lives: : When the united 
addreffes of a whole Nation are offered. to: ‘ 
Heaven,.and the hearts of a whole People: 
are lifted: up:to Gop in prayer, 1t\is: pious: 
and reafonable to: hope, that he »willsheag» 

them 
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them from the habitation of his holinefs ; 
that he will ftay his hand, though armed 
for deftruétion ; and will fuffer an affem- 
bly of holy Supplicants, furrounding his 
throne, to difarm him, as it were, of his 
vengeance, and turn away his wrathful 
indignation; and that he will-extend the 
fame mercy to us as to other ‘nations, 
whofe deftruction, the {cripture informs 
us, he had threatened; and yet, upon their 
repentance, repented of the evils denoun- 
ced againft them, and did them not, 
O that we were wife, that we would con= 
fider this! O that there awere fuch an heart 
in us! that we would turn unto God and. 
fear him, and keep tis commandments always, 
that it might be well with us! 

But if the cry of the national fins fhould 
reach heaven, and, with a voice louder than 
our prayers, call for vengeance; or if, for 
reafons known only to his own unfearch- 
able -wifdom, Gop fhould appoint thefe 
nations to become examples of his:aven- 
ging juftice, and to fufter the inflictions he 
threatens ; yet af, attentive to the: moni- 

R 3 tions 
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tions of his judgments, we turn from our 
evil ways, and repent, and learn righte- 
oufnefs, our own perfonal piety will al- _ 
ways recommend us to his protection, and 
 enfure his favour. Then, whatever judge- 
ment . he may fee fit to inflid; ‘though 
war rife up againft us, and the fword go 
through the land; or though the earth be 
moved, and the hills be carried into the 
midit of the fea ;—{till we may hold faft - 
our confidence in Gon; ftill we may be 
affured, that he will not withdraw si 
mercy from us. 

Or, if the judgments that are now in the 
earth fhould even be appointed to be pre- 
paratory to the final, general judgment ; 
if we could fuppofe, that the late convul- 
fions of the earth were meant to unhinge 
its frame, and to precede its immediate 
diffolution ; if we fhould live even to fee 
that laft tremendous day and hour, of 
which knoweth no man; when an univer- 
fal earthquake fhall fhake the foundations 
of the world, and involve all its kingdoms, 
and the glory of them, all the works of 


art 
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art and nature, cities and provinces, in 
one promifcuous ruin; when finners fhall 
confider as ‘the. Sit of mercies, what 
now appears the moft dreadful of vifitati- | 
ons; when they fhall. in vain implore t the 
calamity which they this day deprecate, 
in vain call upon the mountains to fall on 
them, and the hills to cover them ; even 
then, fupported by a con{cioufnefs af duty 
and an holy confidence in Gop, we may 
hope, that the hand of Providence will 
conduét us from this feat of difcord; thefe 
regions-of judgment, to where peace and 
mercy, dwell; where no evil can ever 
approach, here no judgment ever vifits, 
where the voice of difcord is never heard, 
where will be no. calamities to demand 
our prayers, nothing but mercies to re- 
joice us ; where everlafting praife will be 
our employment, and everlafting peace 
our reward, 
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Our Saviour’s, EXAMPLE, te; 
- commended to our imitations. — 


\ / 


Wee Tet, 21, 


Chrif alfo fuffered for us, ledving USN tse 
ample, that we fhould follow bis fteps. 


UR bleffed Lorn, whofe example 

is here recommended to our imita- 

tion, came into ‘the world to live; as well 
as to die, for us ; and not’only by the ef- 
fufion of his facred blood ta offer an ex= 
piatory facrifice for the fins of mankind, 
but alfo to go before us as our guide and 
conductor. in the paths of virtue, and to 
exhibit, in his own manners, a complete 
pat- 
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pattern of unerring rectitude of life.) -And 
it 1s ay glory peculiar to the Chriftian in-. 
ftitution, that the Author of it was himfelf 
the great. example of thofe duties ‘which 
he required from.his followers... In: his 
whole deportment, he exemplified his doc- 

- trine; vand.-not only taught, but: fulfilled, 
all righteoufnefs. Herein he claims jan un- 
rivalled {uperiority above all other the moft 
eminent prophets,. philofophers, or olaw- 
givers; the fanctity of whofe lives never 
equalled the purity of their precepts. ‘They 
were ‘indeed, ‘many- of them, \exemplary 
in their manners, but’ not faultlefs; in- 
ftructive, but not unerring, guides. His 
is the only faultlefs, finifhed character, 
that: ever appeared’ in human formj—a 
complete and perfect ‘model of wniverfal 
goodnefs.. He had all the moral -virtues 
of our nature, without any of its: finful 
frailties. °°In him we obferve ‘no {pot-or 
blemifhy no infirmity or’ defectito fhade 
and ‘obfcure “his other excellencies. In 
this Sun of’ Righteoufnefs: the virtues. .all 
centre, and fhine with fuch fuperior luftre, 
that 
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that all other characters, like leffer lights, 
lofe their brightnefs, and difappear, before 
rt aes 

In this difcourfe I hall. confider Scare ex- 
cellence of, our bleffed Saviour’s Teligious 
deportment, with regard to the. Seance 
duties we owe to GoD, to soi lila and 
to mankind. - 

I. I hall, begin : ern eesti al Xr 
ample of his Piety; both becaufe it is, the 
firft and great commandment, the fupreme 
obligation incumbent on all, moral beings; 
and becaufe it appeared with fuperior dif- 
tin@tion in his whole life, and feemed to be 
the ruling principle of his conduct. For 
he not only often retired from the notice 
of the world, that he might indulge religi- 
ous contemplation, and offer, up his, fup- 
plications. to Him wha, feeth in. fecret, 
fometimes. continuing whole. nights in 
prayer 3 but was equally obfervant of pub- 
lic, as of private, devotion. Even.,,be- 
fore he affumed his minifterial character, 
though the facred hiftorians are filent, as. 
to other particulars of his conduct, , yet 

they 
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they inform us, that it was his cuftom to 
attend the’ fervice of the fynhagogue, on the 
fabbath-day- | 

*From this! éxample | we may learn, not 
only: the propriety of private fupplications 
to the throne of grace, but the’ obligation 
alfo of frequently aflembling’and affiftine 
at the public folemnities of worfhip. If 
it’became the great Founder of our religion 
to put up both private and public addref- 
- fes'to! Heaven, it is doublet a’ duty in+ 
cumbent alfo' on us; as our dependence on 
the Author of our being is not lefs; and our 
wants and infirmities are infinitely greater: 
And however fome may’ ‘confider Piety’ as 
an unneceflary ingredient in their charac- 
ter, provided they are juft, and honeft, and 
friendly in their difpofitions and actions ; 
yet certainly no truth can be more evident 
' than the obligation of the duties of piety, 
both from our Saviour’s example, and 
from the reafon of the thing. For what 
are the duties ’of piety, but expreffions of 
reverence and’ gratitude’ to the Supreme 
Being? And furely his perfections juftly 


demand 
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demand the one, and his bleflings daily 
conferred on us give him an unqueftion-. 
able right to the other. Whatever other 
virtues may enter into the brighteft: cha- 
racter, yet without Piety it willbe defec- 
| tive in the moft effential duty of a reafon- 
able and dependent being. . 
But further: Moft confpicuous alfo was 
our bleffed Lorn’s Refignation to the Di-. 
vine Will. Hefubmitted to all the humi- 
liations of mortality, His life was a fcene’ 
of invincible patience under indignities 
and afHictions: Never was any forrow like 
unto his forrow, wherewith the Lord affitted 
bim.in the day of his fierce anger, Though 
he had all the tender paffions of human na- 
ture, and doubtlefs the quickeft fenfibility 
of pain and anguifh; yet he endured them 
with more than human Patience. In the 
laft and moft diftrefsful fcene of his life, 
though he expreffed in his prayer the 
ftrongeft averfion to the torture and igno-. 
miny of Crucifixion, yet {till it was ac- 
companied with due fubmiffion to the will 
of his heavenly Father: Father, not my, will, 
but 
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but thine be done. ' He patiently fubmitied 
to the fevereft infli@tions, and drank the 
the bitter cup with a fortitude fuperior to 
his fufferings. | 
Let us hence tranfcribe into our practice 
a pious refignation toGop, and an humble 
acquiefcence under his moft  affliCtive 
difpenfations. If our bleffed Lord, who 
knew no guilt, willingly endured the pu- 
nifhment of it; if he fubmitted. to fuffer 
for our fins, not for his own; all impa- 
tience' and difcontent muft ill become us, 
when our light,afflictions fall far fhort of 
the weight and feverity of his fufferings ; 
when we are confcious, that we receive 
only the reward of our evil deeds; and 
that the inflictions of divine juftice are 
much gentler than our iniquities deferve. 
Our Saviour alfo, in his whole condud, 
expreffed an eminent Zeal for the Honour 
of Gop. This appeared not only in’ his 
punétual attendance on the folemnities of 
public worfhip, which have an immediate 
and'direét tendency to advance the divine 
honour,—but ‘alfo particularly in his ex- 
pelling 
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pelling the buyers and fellers out of the 
Temple; in» the indignation, he exprefled 
againft thofe whofe impiety prefumed) to 
profane a’ apie facred to the duties, of re- 

igiomads Have be wr afd 2 orelyy 
IL. If, we obferve our Saitou life wath 
regard to thofe duties which | we jowe; to 
- ourfelves, we fhall find them.all united in 
him; and: that, if ever virtue appeared 
-in a corporeal form, if ever. it was ‘incar- 
nate and vifible to human eyes, it/)was 
when the Son of Gop took upon him our 
nature, ‘He obferved a'due medium, be- 
tween the extremes of luxuries and. au- 
fterities; thereby teaching the world, that 
duty demands not a‘total abftinence from 
the fatisfaGtions of life, as was. then,the 
opinion of the Pharifees, but a prudentand 
temperatesufe of. them. He honoured 
even-feafts more than once with his pre- 
fence, and*added:to the provifions of ,one 
of them by a miracle. In his whole ideport- 
ment, religion appeared, not with a-gloo-= 
my afpect, or afevere and forbidding mien, 
but with aograceful form, :and fober;ma- 
jefty, 
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jefty, and in all the beauty of holinefs. 
We meet with much higher appearances 

of exterior fanctity, and more fevere au- 

{terities, in the life of John the Baptitt ; 

which, as he was not vefted with the power 

of miracles, might’ be neceflary in order to 

attract obfervation, and engage thepublic 

attention to his doctrine: But as our blef- 

fed Lorp’s divine commiffion was abun- 

dantly proved by miraculous ‘atteftations, . 
‘and as his life was to be an univerfal model 

and rule of duty to fucceeding ages, ‘he 

gave a more eafy, natural, and generally 

-ufeful example, adapted to the imitation of 
all ranks and orders of men. 

Humility is another virtue which dif- 
‘tinguifhes itfelf in every part of our Sa- 
viour’s' life and character... What an a- 
mazing fcene of humility opens to us on 
our firft reflections on him, as defcending 
‘from that inconceivable glory which he 
poffeffed before his incarnation, to a na- 
ture fo much inferior to his own, and. to 
all the abafements and infirmities of that 


nature, fin only excepted! He came not in 
the 
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the form of a temporal prince, furrounded 
with the pageantry of human grandeur, 
as the Jews expected: he'came, 7o¢ to be imi- 


niftered unto, but to’ minifter. “TE we attend — 


him: in ‘his!‘¢onverfations, “we! find” hina a 


preaching the gofpel to the poor? and ogasot 


among ‘his followers appearing as fervant' 


rather thah’ a mafter.° We’ find? him: ‘éxe-"- 
cuting the loweft: office of! a fervant, in” 
wafhing his « difciples “feet; “and the an+" 


{tru@tion he inculcatés on this occafion is, 


that if ne their Lord and Maftér had made 


fach ‘condeéfcenfions’ to them, much more 
ought’ they: to be°aflifting in’ the ‘like’ of+ 
fices of humiliation one to another." There 
is, perhaps, ‘no virtue: of: his, which we 
have fo much reafon, and’ 'fo little inchs 


nation, to imitate. But if to! Him>fuch * 


acts-of humility’ appeared not unbeco= 
ming the majefty’ of Hrs nature, farely 
the greateft' “among the fons’ of men 


ought to think it no’ diminution of their” 
dignity to be of ‘an humble‘andcontrite™ 


fpirit; no difhonour to*the* brighteft? ac~ 


complifhments, or the moft elevated’ fta= 
tions, 
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tions,.to practife the humilities of true 
Benevolence. 

And. as our bleffed Lord folarnsaredl to 
fuch condefcenfions, to teach thofe of the 
higheft rank to be humble and affifting . 
to their inferiors; fo alfo, to give to the. 
lower claffes a leffon of complacency and 
contentment, he chofe a condition deftitute 
of the common provifions of life, and ex- 
pofed to the hunger and thirft, the pains 
and diftreffes, which he relieved in others. 
The Son of man had not where tolay his head; 
nor was he able to pay the common tri- 
bute without a miracle. In this, as in all 
other inftances, his manners correfponded 
with his doctrine; which inftructs us, not 
to fet our affe@tions on the world, not to 
lay up for ourfelves treafures in earth, but 
in heaven. 

We may alfo from hence be affured, 
that poverty is no indication of the divine 
difpleafure; that if the Providence of Gop 
fhould think fit to reduce us to the loweit 
circumftances of indigence, and the moft 


humiliating fituation, we ought not thence 
D Gpair: te 
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to infer that he has forgotten to be eraci~ 
ous to us, or that his regard is at all dimi- 
nifhed —feeing he was pleafed to place in 
thefe circumftances of poverty and afflic- 
tion, even his Son, in whom he was well 
pleafed.. 

III. Laftly, The life of our Saviour was 
moft exemplary in the duties which we 
owe one to another. His piety, which was 
_ the leading principle of his conduct, was — 
rational, not rapturous ; inftructive, not 
oftentatious; did not exprefs itfelf in pe- 
culiar aufterities, or affected fingularities ; 
in abftrufe myfteries, and intricate fpecu- 
lations, which might deter a timorous, or 
difcourage a weak difciple ;—but in the 
plain and ufeful duties of a good life. All 
he did, or taught, or fuffered, was one 
continued aét of benevolence. It was his 
meat and drink, his care and delight, his 
life and happinefs, to go about doing good; 
to feek occafions of conferring his blef-— 
fings; to lay hold on every opportunity of 
promoting both the temporal and eternal 
interefts of mankind. It was his manner, 


from 
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from common occurrences, to take occafion 
of introducing fome doétrine falutary to 
the Soul, and tending to its fpiritual nu- 
triment; and at the fame time he went 
about healing all manner of ficknefs and 
difeafes among the people. Mercy, with 
a heavenly voice, {poke inall he uttered: 
Charity poured forth her ftores in all he did. 
Even the miracles he performed, were as 
expreflive of his goodnefs as of his power ; 
and were wrought for the benefit, not the 
amazement, of thofe that fawthem. They 
gave eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, 
bread to the indigent, health to the fick, 
and even life to the dead. Eguel proofs 
of his humane difpofition and his divine 
authority, they were worthy of the Son of 
Gop, and the Brother of Mankind. We 
are not indeed capable of exprefling our 
benevolence in the fame miraculous man- 
ner as our bleffed Lorp; yet his example 
may teach us, that we ought, as we have 
opportunity, to adminifter relief to the 
needy, affiftance to the injured, protection 
to the oppreffed, inftruction to the igno~ 
§°2 rant, 
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rant, encouragement to the weak, and con- 
folation to the afflicted. It may teach us, 
to be merciful, not only as our Father 
which is in heaven, but as his Son upon 
earth was merciful; and to endeavour, to 
the utmoft of our power, to become favi- 

cours one to another. yas 
Again, the benignant and forgiving dif> 
pofition of our Lorp was not lefs exem- 
plary than his other virtues. In him the 
‘ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit was 
‘moft confpicuous. Compaffion, forgive- 
nefs, and beneficence, were the returns he 
made to provocations, indignities, and in- 
juries. Himfelf was unmoved at that be- 
haviour of the Samaritans, which provok- 
ed his difciples to folicit him to call'down 
fire from heaven to confume them. » His 
calm, difpaffionate anfwer to the officer 
who fmote him, was, // I have done evil, 
bear witnefs of the evil; but if well, why 
fimtef thou me? When’ he was reviled, he 
reviled not again; when he fuffered,: he 
threatened not. When expofed'with mock 
pageantry to the derifion of’ the’ people, 
and, 
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and, through along courfe of preparatory 
infults and indignities, led on to his 
crucifixion; he difcovered no marks of 
impatience, no thirft of revenge, no tinc- 
ture of ungoverned and unforgiving re- 
fentment. He ftill poffeffed the fame 
mildnefs of difpofition, the fame equal 
compofure of {pirit, thefameunconquerable 
benevolence. No provocations could irri- 
tate him to a defire of returning evil for 
evil; nor the moft undeferved indignities 
prevail with him. to depart from his rule, 
of triumphing over the injuftice and info- 
lence of his oppreffors, by acts of kindnefs 
and, commiuferation. With a meeknefs as 
invincible as their malice, he was as ready 
to forgive injuries and infults, as they 
were to. offer them. Even) upon the 
crofs, amidft the agonies of death, and 
the reproaches of his perfecutors, he em- 
ployed. his Jateft breath to ferve the au- 
thors.of his fufferings: he poured. out. his 
prayers,’ as well..as his blood, for thofe 
that {hed it; and urged in their favour the 
only. extenuation, their crime could ad- 

; 53 mit, 
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mit, Father sf ae them, fut they brio not 
what they do. 

Frequent and ferious contemplation of 
his example, would be a powerful mean 
to fupprefs in us all malice, hatred, and 
revenge; and, whilft we were not infenfi- 
ble of the injuries we received, would in- 
{truct us not to forget tendernefs and hu- 
manity to the authors of them. 

‘The limits of this difcourfe will not 
permit me to enumerate the virtues, nor 
do juftice to the character, of the bleffed 
Jesus. His was a perfect and complete ex 
ample of univerfal righteoufnefs : an ex- 
ample fo perfect, as to have in it no mix- 
ture of human infirmity; and fo complete, 
as to direct our conduct im every duty, 
In him ‘we fee every virtue delineated ; 
we fee a faultlefs, finifhed portrait of ho- 
linefs, a vifible reprefentation of the invi- 
fible perfections of the Deity. Let us then 
fet this example often before us; let'the 
lively image of his piety be often’ prefent 
to our thoughts; that we may imitate his 
virtues, that we may form our manners 


by 
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by. that perfect model, and with pious in- 
duftry ftrive to approach nearer to his na- 
ture, who for this purpofe mercifully con- 

defcended to affume ours. i: | 
Let us often. recollect and review the 
facred hiftory of his life ; let us meditate 
on the various paflages of it, record them. 
in our breafts, write them upon the 
table of our hearts ; that our fouls may 
take the imprefflion of his holinefs, and 
the fame mind may be in us which was 
in Curisr Jesus. And though it is not 
poffible to arrive at his immaculate per- 
fection, or to purify ourfelves as he was 
pure; yet we may be always approach- 
‘ing nearer to his unfpotted purity and 
perfection; may be always improving our 
own virtues, by copying his; and though | 
we cannot equal him, we may excel our- 
felves.. Though he no longer, in his hu- 
man nature, dwells and converfes ‘upon 
earth; yet, in his example, he {till teaches 
and exhorts to righteoufnefs. In the fcrip- 
tures he ftill appears, though not perfonal- 
ly, as to the Jews; yet he there ftill exhi- 
S 4 bits 
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bits his miracles, repeats his divine pre- 
cepts, inculcates the -pureft virtues, in- 
{truéts us by his heavenly wifdom, {peaks 
as never man fpake, and manifefts him- 
felf to our Reafon as sti es as he did to 
their Senfes. - SIMAU PS 

Blefied, dovliteliic were jae Gehofe fen- 
fes were confcious of his prefence; bleffed 
the eyes that faw, and the ears that heard 
him: but yet more bleffed are we who 
have not feen, if we believe and obey his 
dottrine ; ‘more bleffed we, if we hear the 
word of Gop, and keep it. 

I fhall conclude this difcourfe with a 
collect of our church.—*‘ O Lorp, who 
“ ha{t given thine only Son to be unto us 
“ both a facrifice for fin, and alfo an en- 
“ fample of godly life, give us grace, that 
“ we may always moft thankfully receive 
“ that his ineftimable benefit, and alfo daily 
“ endeavour to follow the blefled fteps of 
“his moft holy life, through the fame 
* Jefus Chrift our Lord. To whom, with 

* the Hla shy and Holy Spirit,” &c.: | 


S Esko) 


wd aes 


Ory Hopi, ahaa Se oaks Ue 


- Requifites of Prayer. 


a H fF Wilt 


‘Ye. afk, and receive not, becaufe ye afk 
amifs. 


HERE is hardly any principle of 
religion more generally admitted, 

than that the Creator of the world 
ought to be worfhipped by his intelligent 
creatures. It is the clear di€tate of na- 
ture, that we fhould addrefs him, the So- 
VEREIGN of the univerfe, for the fupply 
of our neceflities and wants; that we 
fhould offer to him the facrifice of a de- 
yout heart, and the humbleft acknow- 
ledgements 
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ledgements of our. dependence on him. 
The univerfal practice of all nations, and 
that impulfe which all men feel to apply 
to him in feafons of diftrefs, clearly point 
out the fenfe of nature in this particu- 
lar. Prayer is the neareft approach that, 
in our prefent ftate, we can make to the 
Deity. To neglect or fhun this duty, is 
to fhun all approaches to Gop; it is to 
withdraw, as far as may be, from his pre- 
fence and protection ; it is to difclaim all 
intercourfe with him, to difown our de- 
pendence, to difavow our obligations, and 
give up the expectations of his favour. 
Prayer, then, being both a reafonable 
and important duty, we ought to inquire, 
How we may perform it in .a right man- 
ner; how we may render ourfelves and our 
prayers acceptable. to the Object of our 
worfhip : for though we afk, we fhali-not 
receive, if we afk amifs. Let us confider, 
therefore, with what qualifications or dif- 
pofitions of mind we fhould a :proach our 
Maker when we offer our. addrefles - to 
him. . 
I, Atten- 
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f. Attention and fervency are principal- 
ly requifite to render our prayers accept~ 
able to Gop, and beneficial to ourfelves. 
[f'we ‘draw near to him with our lips 
only, whilft our heart is far from him; if 
we attend the duties of his worfhip with 
a languid, abfent, and inattentive mind, 
in compliance only with form and cuftom, 
without due impreflions of the facrednefs 
of the fervice in which we are éngaced ; 
can we expect that fuch fuperficial un- 
meaning homage can recommend us to 
his favour, or that he will accept the 
bare femblance or’mock reprefentation of 
prayer? 

It'is not the fervice of the’ lips, it is the 
homage of the mind, which Gop regards. 
He fees and approves even the filent de- 
votions of the heart, which need not be 
formed into vocal prayers to inform him 
of our necefflities; but only to aid our 
own weaknefs, and to keep the mind more 

‘fteady and attentive to the duty we are 
paying to our Creator. When we ap- 
proach the throne of grace, and addrefs 

the 
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the SoverEicGn Lorp of heaven and 
earth; then’ furely, if ever, there is the 
higheft occafion to bring with us a feri- 
ous and collected frame of mind, to awa- 
ken all our attention, to call upon all that 
is within us, and to fummon and aflemble 
all the powers and faculties of the foul. > 
Such indeedjit'muft be:owned, is the 
weaknefs and imbecillity of our nature, 
that the moft vigilant’ piety cannot long 
keep its attention fo much awake, and fo 
{teadily fixed on the duties of worfhip, as 
to prevent all cafual involuntary wander- 
ing. Ideas often pafs through the ‘mind 
in quick fucceffion: nor is it eafy always 
to detain and fix what are in their nature 
fo fugitive and volatile. But if we know 
ourfelves fubject to this weaknefs, it con 
cerns us the more to guard againft it: and 
though it may not be always in our power 
to prevent foreign ideas from offering 
themfelves to the mind, and’ mingling 
with our devotions; yet we need notans 
vite or entertain them, but ‘may difmifs 
them as foon as they intrude,» We ought 
not 
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not, therefore, always to charge that upon 
the infirmity of our nature, which is often 
the effect of voluntary inadvertence. Gop, 
who made and fafhioned us, and expects.a 
fer'vice proportioned only to the powers he 
has given us, will no doubt pardon all in- 
voluntary defects that may accompany our 
addrefles to: him; but’ we ought to re- 
member, : that the importance, of the duty. 
claims every regard, all the attention we 
are able to give jit. 

And if we give due attention to our 
prayers, they will be accompanied with fuit- 
able affections. We fhall pray with fer- 
vency, in fuch degree as our natural tem- 
perament or frame of mind will admit; 
for all are not capable of the fame fervour: 
nor is it required.of us to feel warm tranf- 
ports or emotions when we addrefs cur- 
felves to Gop; for thefe depend.on natural 
fenfibility and complexion, or rife out of 
particular circumftances and occafions. For 
which reafon, it has been-the wifdom of 
the:compilers of our liturgy, to reject all 
rapturous expreflions, and to {uit its de- 

votional 
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votional language to a grave and fedate, 
not to an ee enthufialtic, fpirit of 
ahi: 

TI. Perfeverance is another condition 
upon which depends the fuccefs of our 
prayers. In the parable of the unjuft judge, 
we are informed, that he who neither fear- 

ed Gop nor regarded man,’ who was in- 
- fenfible to all confiderations of religion or 
humanity, was yet prevailed on to grant 
relief to a neceflitous fupplicant, merely 
by the continued importunity of her peti- — 
tions. And our Saviour has inftructed us 
to conclude, that perfeverance in prayer to 
Heaven will have the fame effect; for he 
{poke the parable to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint. 

True it is, the reafons forthe prevalence 
of importunity with men, have no placé 
when applied to Gop. Men may not at= 
tend to our firft applications ;, may not be 
able or inclined to affift us; may pride 
themfelves in the dependence of their fup-= 
plicants, and in the oftentation of power 
and the favours they mean to refufe, im- 

portunity 
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portunity and perfeverance may extort. 
But Gop always knows our neceffities even 
before we afk; is infinitely able to grant 
all that we defire; can receive no acceffion 
of glory from the dependence of his crea- 
tures; is incapable of being foftened by 
the repetition, or wearied by the importu- 
nity, of addrefles. 

_ For what reafons, then, it may be afked, 
is it neceflary to perfevere in our fupplica- 
tions to Heaven? Why fhould a Being 
infinitely wife and good, who. needs not 
to deliberate how far it is reafonable to 
favour our petitions ; why jhould he grant 
to our repeated, what he refufes to our 
firft, requetts? 

The reafons of the divine adminiftration 
are often far above out of our fight; his 
ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts 
as our thoughts; and we might therefore, 
‘and ought to acquiefce in our Saviour’s 
declaration concerning the methods of his 
providence and moral government, though 
we were quite incapable of accounting for 
them. , But, in the prefent cafe, it is ealy 

to 
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to affign, if not the true, yet juft grounds 
for fach a conduét. For though perfe- 
verance in prayer can have no efficacy in 
inclining Gop to be more merciful, it 
may yet be effectual in difpofing us to 
become proper objects of mercy. Though 
st can create no change in the divine na- 
ture, which is immutable, the fame yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever; yet it may 
form in us a new heart and a new fpirit, 
and render us more worthy of his favours, 
which, on that confideration, may be 
granted. rs 
Befides, he underftands our neceflities 
much better than we ourfelves ; he knows 
the propereft feafon for conferring his blef= 
fings, and when we are beft fitted to pro- 
fit by them. He is the univerfal Parent 
of his creatures, and fuits the methods of 
his providence to our trueft advantage. 
Where an immediate compliance with our 
requefts is moft conducive to our final 
happinefs, he is as ready to give as we to 
afk. Where to refufe our petitions will 


contribute more to this great end, whilft 
he 
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herappears \todenyra blefling,) he grants. 
oneiin the: refufab;) and where fufpending 
his bleflings for a:time will be»moft bene- 
ficial; there they are put off toa more con- 
_Wenientdeafonib i [sors Y aih: 
* Though Gopy therefore, may, for Rave 
reafons, delay to anfwer our firft petitions ;, 
yet ought we not ‘to defpair of the accept= 
ance of! our repeated: prayers. We ought 
to: pray without ceafing 5)2./e.. not, witha 
weak fuperftition, or enthufiattic pride, to 
devote our whole time to prayers; but, by 
frequent periodical performances of; this 
duty, tosrecommend ‘ourfelves, and),our 
concernments,’ to the care of) Heaven. 
JI. Humility,°and fuwbmiffion to the 
divine will, are neceflary»conditions of our 
prayers. « When wecomesinto the.prefence 
of the SoverErcn: of the» Univerfe, we 
ought:toconfider the infinite fuperiority 


\ 


of ‘his’ nature tovours,. and :amprefs our 
hearts with the moft: awful veneration of 
him,’ and» offer our’ fupplications: with 
the’ moft’ humble » reverence, fuited to 
his: ‘greatnefs and majefty, and our own 
i L: mean=— 
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meanrefs, and unworthinefs to approach 
And as we ought with the moft reveren- 
- tial awe to come before the Lorp,. and 
bow ourfelves before the moft high Gop, 
and with the deepeft humility of heart to 
fue for mercies we have no right to, and 
for bleflings we deferve not; fo likewife 
ought we to refign all our requefts, inchi- 
nations, and defires, to the determination 
of his all-wife providence. We are im- 
proper judges of our own condition, and 
know not what to pray for as we ought. 
If we afk, what, in the opmion of the 
world, are reputed bleffings; wealth, ho- 
nour, diftinétion, fuccefs, and the like ; 
thefe may, in their immediate or remote 
confequences, be attended with a.train of 
unknown evils. Though in. themfelves 
good, we may be difpofed to make an im- 
proper ufe of them, and to us they may — 
become -evil ; or though they favour our 
prefent, they may be fatal to our future, 

interefts. 
We ought to fubmit all our requefts, 
therefore, 
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_ therefore, to the wifdom of u1m who has 


all futurity before him, and beft knows 
how to govern his world, and when and 
where to confer his bleflings. Of this 
fubmiffion our Saviour has left us a 
{triking example: O my Father, if it be | 
pufible, let this cup pafs from me: neverthe= | 
lefs, not as 1 will, but as thou wilt. In 
conformity to which example, we ought 
to fubmit our wills to the will Heaven; 
_and to all our prayers, intentionally at 
leaft, if not exprefsly, to add, Neverthele/s, 
not as I vill, but as thou wilt; or, as our 
church has directed us to addrefs Gon, 
That he would fulfil the defires and peti- 
tions of his fervants as may be moft expe- 
dient for them. 

IV. Our prayers to Gop ought to be 
accompanied with a truft and confidence 
in his goodnefs; a confidence that com- 
pofes our fears, and fets us above all def- 
pondency. When, indeed, we reflect up- 
on the infinite holinefs and majefty of 
Gop, and our own impurity and mean- 
nefs; when we confider the immenfe dif- 

T 4 tance 
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tance between his nature and ours, ren= 
dered {till more immenfe, if that’ were 
pofible, by our unworthinels, it might 
feem prefumption enough to prefent our- 
felves; and our addrefles, before the throne _ 
of Gop, without adding a confidence that 
- thofe addreffes will be regarded by him. 
But as thofe addrefles are made in obedi- 
ence to his commands, and our hopes en- 
couraged by his fure promifes, we may, 
and ought to approach him with a confi- © 
dence, that we fhall either be indulged in» 
the particular ‘fubject of our requefts, or 
that he will do in that, and every other 
cafe that we recommend to his providence, 
whatever to his wifdom appears beft and 

fitteft for us. — | 
V. The laft requifite I fhall mention, 
neceflary to recommend our prayers to the 
divine acceptance, is integrity of heart ; 
without which we, have reafon to appre- 
hend, that Gop will be as regardlefs of our 
fupplications, as we have been of his com- 
mandments. This we know, that Gop 
heareth not finners; but if any man be a 
worfhip- 
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worfhipper of Gop, and do his will, him 
he heareth: Jf J incline unto wickedne/s with 
my heart, fays the Pfalmift, the Lord will 
not hear me. A religious difpofition of 
mind is the only foundation of confidence 
when we addrefs our prayers to Gop. The 
obedience of a religious life is to him the 
-moft acceptable worthip ; and where inte- 
-grity and virtue are wanting, no homage, 
no facrifice, no fervices, can obtain his ac- 
ceptance. If we pray for pardon of our 
fins, we mutt refolve to forfake them; if 
we implore his bleflings, it muft be our 
care to deferve them. We muit come be- 
fore him, therefore, not with all our fins 
and pollutions about us; but with an up- » 
right, uncorrupted heart, filled with the 
pureft affections, with all the virtues, with 
every moral grace, that can adorn our 
nature, and recommend it to his counte- 
nance. , 

From what has been obferved, it may 
appear, that attention, fervency, perfeve- 
rance, humility, fubmiffion to the will of 
Gop, confidence in his goodnefs, and in- 

$80 tegrity 
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tegrity of heart, are the conditions requi~ 
fite to render our prayers acceptable to 
him. 

Let us then, as often as we return to 
this houfe of prayer, bring with us a mind, _ 
ferious, devout, and difengaged; neither 
ruffled with cares, nor diffipated by plea- 
fure; that we may ferve Gop with an un- 
divided attention, and with a heart de- 
voted folely to the right difcharge of the 
duty which we profefs to perform, Let 
no inadvertent behaviour betray our ab- 
fence from Gop, and the indifpofition of 
our heart to pay him that homage which 
with our lips we acknowledge to be due to 
him. Let not the fufpenfion of his blef- . 
fings difcourage our perfeverance: for 
though he favours not our firft, he may 
our repeated, petitions. Let them be ac- 
companied with humility of heart; with 
an abfolute, unreferved, fubmiffion to the 
fovereign will of Him, whofe goodnefs to 
us is expreffed, fometimes by gratifying, 
fometimes by difappointing, our hopes; 
and with a firm dependence on his provi- 

dence, 
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dence, and a truft that he will order all 
things for our good. And let them be of- 
fered up with a mind nt and uncor- 
rupted. 

/ To the Firft, the Greateft, and the Beft | 
of Beings, be it our care to pay our daily | 
homage. We are every day dependent on _ 
Gop; and every day fhould begin, and 
clofe, with pious acknowledgments of our 
dependence. Every morning, we fhould 
look up to him for a renewal of his mer- 
cies; and, every evening, afk forgivenefs 
for the errors of the preceding day. When 
we rife, we fhould implore his guidance ; 
and-when we lie down, we fhould fuppli- 
cate his protection. Often fhould we lift 
up our fouls in occafional fupplications to 
the great Preferver of our being, and re- 
commend ourfelves and our concernments 
to his providence. 

Neither private nor public devotion 
fhould be omitted; for each has its diftinét 
and peculiar advantages. _ Private devo- 
tion is better fitted to afk particular blef- 
fings, or to requeft the forgivenefs of pri- 

it vate 
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vate tranfgreflions. In the clofet-retire- 
ment, where the fupplicant withdraws 
from the world to hold converfe with his 
Gop, and is under no eye but that of 
Heaven, he may pour out the fighings of 
a contrite heart; may unburden his dif- 
confolate bofom ; may difclofe thofe fe- 
cret griefs and neceflities which are not to © 
be revealed to the eye of the world. There 
he may indulge all the fervour of piety, 
without fufpicion of hypocrify or often- 
tation; there alfo he is better able to fix 
his attention, which» public objects, by 
offering themfelves to our notice, are but 
too apt to interrupt and divert. 

- On the other hand, public addreffes to 
Gop are better adapted to acknowledge | 
- general mercies, to bring down common 
bleflings, and to avert public judgments. 
Here alfo the folemnity of the houfe of 
Gop reminds us of the reverence due to 
his awful prefence; and the piety of our 
fellow-fupplicants may excite and animate. 
our devotions, and invite us to an holy 
emulation, We cannot doubt the accep+ 


tance 
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tance of both our public and rétired de- 
votions. When we are here gathered to- 
gether, we have our Saviour’s promife, 
that he will be in the midft of us; and 
we have the fame affurance, that if we 
pray to our Farner in fecret, our Fa- 
THER which is in fecret fhall reward us 
openly. 

Let us not then neglect to pay this ho- 
mage, fo refpectful to Gop, and fo bene- 
ficial to ourfelves. Let us not neglect 
to afk the mercies he delights to grant. 
Should we never obtain the bleffings we 
‘afk, yet the confeioufinefs of having done 
our duty in afking will always adminifter 
fatisfaction. But to this duty we are en- 
couraged by the ftrongeft aflurances from 
the Gop of truth, that our prayers fhall 
not afcend to heaven in vain; and that, 
if we reap not the immediate fruit of 
them, yet bleflings will be laid up in ftore, 
and referved for us againft the great day 
of retribution. 
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On DEATH. 


HEB. ix. 27. 


It 1s appointed unto men once to die. 


HESE words lead to fome confi- 
derations on that event which is 
appointed to all men: An event which 
need not to alarm, to intimidate, or afflict 
us; fince our religion aflures us, that 
though we die, yet fhall we live; that 
though death clofes the prefent fcene of 
mortality, yet it draws afide the veil that 
now intercepts our profpect of futurity, 
and opens to us an entrance into another 
world, a world of endlefs and incon- 
ceivable blifs. 
Death, 
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Death, indeed, is an object fo much 
dreaded, fo alarming to human nature; 
it is fo ghaftly a form, and comes to us 
arrayed in fuch various terrors; that Re- 
ligion indeed may, but no Philofophy can 
ever enable us to conquer our fears, and 
meet the awful fpectre with firmnefs and 
compofure. It is religion only that can 
impart that fortitude. To him who has 
not been induced by religion to extend 
his views beyond this life, bitter muft be 
the remembrance, formidable the image 
of death, as it breaks off his connection 
with vifible nature, feparates him from all 
that has hitherto engaged or delighted 
him, and puts an everlafting period to 
every idea of enjoyment. 

The infidel, who acknowledges nothing 
in the human compofition fuperior to 
matter and mechanifm, who accounts the 
foul to be only the moft fubtile part of the 
brain, and expects that his whole being 
will foon diffolve and moulder into dutt, 
not only debafes the honour of his nature, 
but, without one ray of pleafing hope to 

illuminate 
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illuminate his mind, muft become difcon- 
folate, and gloomy as the profpect which 
lies before him. ' Religion, on the con- 
trary, by acquainting us with the dignity 
of the foul, and the certainty of our fu- 
ture exiftence, brightens up our profpect ; 
adminifters the higheft confolation ; alle- 
viates our fufferings, and adds to our 
pleafures, by the anticipations of a fupe- 
rior happinefs ; and bids us wait for death 
with calmnefs and refignation, as an event 
that will introduce us to all the spect 
allotted to our being. . 
From the words of the text, I fhall take 

occafion to fhow, 1/, Under what practi- 
cal notions we fhould confider death; and, - 
2dly, Shall obferve the religious advan- 
tages which may refult from contempla- 
ting our diffolution. 
I. We fhould confider aie as an event 
certain and inevitable, in confequence of 
that irreverfible fentence once pronounced 
to our firft parents, and, in them, to all 
fucceeding generations, That duft we are, 
and unto duft we muft return ;—in order — 
that 
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that we may have a juft fenfe of the tran- 
fitory nature of all earthly objects and en- 
joyments, and, from ferious impreffions 
of the certainty of our departure out of 
this life,—may be induced to provide for 
another, and to begin heaven here in:the 
rectitude of our minds and the purity of 
‘our manners. | 
To this purpofe, pious perfons have put | 
up their prayers to Gop, that he would 
let them know their end, and the num- 
ber of their days, that they might know 
how frail they were: not that they were 
ftrangers to the frailty of their nature, 
when thoufands fell befide them; but their 
prayer was meant to implore Heaven to 
imprefs them with fo devout a fenfe of 
their appointed time, as might influence 
their manners, might form their minds 
to due ferioufnefs, and elevate their affec- 
tions from earth to heaven. 
_ It is not indeed required of us to be al- 
ways meditating upon death; for that is 
impracticable. Such is our frame, and 
the conftitution of the world, that there 
| mutt 
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mutt be a time for other thoughts ; and a 
perpetual meditation on the laft hour, 
however it may fuit the folitude of a 
monattic, is incompatible with the duties 
of common life. But yet the idea of 
our mortality fhould predominate in our 
minds, as an habitual, fettled principle; 
often, though not ever, prefent; operating 
always, though not always perceived. Left, 
indeed, by attending to the prefent, we 
fhould become unmindful of the future; 
and, by being careful about the things of 
the world, fhould neglect to provide for 
our departure out of it; the providence of 
Gop fees fit to remind and admonith us 
of it, by exhibiting daily inftances of the 
power and dominion of death, and fome- 
times fhowing, that the higheft birth and . 
diftintion muft yield to thatking of ter=- 
rors, that univerfal conqueror, who put- 
teth all things under his feet. 

Every example of mortality fhould re- 
new the impreflions of our own. | When-= 
ever, efpecially, we attend the obfequies 
of the dead, and pay the laft honours to a 

departed 
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departed friend, it might be ufeful. to ac- 
cuftom ourfelves to confider, that the fame 
fate mu{t one day be our own; that foon 
we muft, we know not how foon, be ad- 
ded to the number of thofe whofe proba- 
tion is paft, and whofe lot is decided; and 
that though we cannot afcertain the peri- 
od of that event, we may infure the con- 
fequence, by an uniform life of: holinefs 
and virtue, the beft, the only preparation 

for death. j 
The gay Atheift (if fuch there be) may 
drown reflection in intemperance; and. 
with diffolute levity fay, Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die. But the 
wifer and more confiderate Chriftian will 
commune with his heart, and thus re- 
folve: “ Let me not remove my integrity 
from me, my righteoufnefs let me hold 
faft; let me not offend in thought or deed; 
let every action be juft, every intention 
pure, that nothing may {tain my integrity 
or pollute my confcience: for I know, 
that it 7s appointed unto all men once to die. 
No vice, however pleafing, can be of long 
| duration ; 
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duration; no iniquity, however profperousy 
can conftitute lafting happinefs. Soon | 
will the prefent tranfitory fcene difappear 5 
-and the pleafures of the world, and the 
world itfelf, vanifh from my fight : Let 
me then. keep innocence, and take heed to the 
thing that is right ; a that alone can bring 
me peace at the aft” 

‘But further: We fhould confider death 
as an event, not only certain and ine- 
vitable; but as removed at no great, tho’ 
an uncertain, diftance. Were human life 
protracted to the fame extent as before 
the flood, or were millions of years ad- 
ded to its natural term, even then it 
would be our undoubted wifdom to con- 
fider our latter end. But when life\is re+ 
duced to the narrow compafs of three or 
four {core years, and when much the 
greater part of mankind are not permitted 
to reach one half even of that contracted 
fpan, it then furely becomes us to con- 
fider with ferioufnefs the fhort duration 
of thefe mortal bodies, which bring into 
the world with them the. principles of de- 

od 
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cay and diffolution, and are deftined by 
the law of their nature to fee corruption. 
It becomes us to reflect, that owr days are 
as an hand=breadth, and our age as nothing ; 
that man cometh up, and flourifheth as a 
flower in the field, and is as foon cut ees 
and withered. ‘a 

For how fleeting and ee a is life? 
at the longeft, how fhort? and at the beft, 
how frail? What is it, but a Joadow that 
departeth, a vapour that appeareth for a 
little time, and vanifbeth away? What re- 
peated monitions have we of its frailty 
and uncertainty! How many melancholy 
proofs are ever occurring to us, that man, 
in his higheft, beft eftate, 1s altogether vanity! 
Expofed to the power of a thoufand ac- 
cidents, the arrows of death are perpetu- 
ally flying round us; and fo many, fo 
various, and unfeen, are the caufes of 
mortality, that we can neither know the 
time nor manner of our departure. Life 
and time are fo unequally difpenfed, and 
in fuch different portions, that no man 


may know the exact meafure of his days, 
8. nor 
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aor be certified how long he has to live. 
Some live long, and fee good days; and 
at laft, by a gentle and gradual decay, the 
lamp of life goes flowly out. Others are 
{patched away in the midft of their years, 
and their light extinguifhed when appear~ ° 
ing in its brighteft luftre. » 

In the midft of life we are in seathls Liles 
fubje&t to its power; but in what fhape; 
or what ftage of life, it will exert its power, 
is a knowledge we cannot attain. How 
long we may be permitted to walk before 
~ the Lorp in the land of the living, or 
how foon we may defcend into the cham- 
bers of the grave; whether the violence of 
external injury may forcibly diffolve the 
union between foul and body, or whether 
the inward diforder of our frame may 
render it neceflary that the duft return 
unto the earth, and the fpirit unto Gop 
that gave it; whether we may long lie on 
the bed of laienifimeny; or whether -we 
fhall. go down to the grave, as it is faid 
we fhall rife again, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an = ; whether death fhall 


with 
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with a gentle hand clofe our eyes without 
pain or apprehenfion, or whether he will 
march with all his terrors in array againft 
us; whether our days fhall be long in the 
land which the Lord our Gop giveth us, 
or whether we fhall go whence none re- 
turn, in the prime and vigour of our years; 
whether the evening of life may be bright, 
calm, and ferene, of whether our fun may | 
fet in clouds ;~—He alone, from whom no 
fecrets are hid, can determine. 

If, then, we know not the meafure of 
our days; if we know neither the hour 
nor manner of our death, nor how foon 
we may be fummoned to depart hence and 
be no more feen; we ought well to con- 
fider how frail and uncertain our condition 
is, to wait the doubtful hour, to be always 
prepared, that our Lorp, when he cometh, 
may find us watching. 

Again, we fhould confider death as an 
event that will confign us to an immediate 
{tate of happinefs or mifery.. The Pfal- 
mift, indeed, addrefling himfelf to the Su- 


gs Being, fays, /n death there 1s no re- 
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membrance of thee, and nm the grave who will 
give thee thanks? The dead praife: not thee, 
O Lord, neither they that go down to: the 
grave. But we are not idee to conclude, 
that the grave puts a period to our being. 
‘All that ought to be inferred from. thefe, 
or other fimilar expreffions, is, that, with 
regard to this world, we feem wholly de- 
void of fenfation, incapable of pleafure 
or pain, joy or forrow, virtue or vice; for 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wifdom, in the grave, whither thou goe/i. 

Some who admit the.future exiftence of 
departed fouls, have yet conceived, that 
their happinefs or mifery does not com- 
mence ‘till the great day of retribution; 
and that the foul fleeps ina flate of con- 
tinued infenfibility, till. reunited to the 
body at the general refurrection. Among 
other falfe terrors with which death» is 
clothed, this:is not the leaft difconfolate 
image of it):that it is a ftate of darknefs 
and oblivion, without thought orfenfation; 
where all the powers of the foul are chain- 
ed up, and we are reduced, to the. fame 


Un- 
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unconfcious, inanimate {tate with our kin- 
dred earth, from whence we were formed. 
Human nature muft fhrink at fo gloomy 
a profpect; and the good man, when de- 
parting from the world, muft be much 
difcomforted, when he refleéts, that he is © 
entering into a region of filence and of 
infenfibility, where all his thoughts perith, 
where all his pious labours’ will profit him 
nothing, and where virtue and vice, juftice 
and iniquity, the good and the bad, {hall 
alike lie down in the duft, and, during the 
interval of a long fucceflion i sel fleep 
undiftinguithed. faa 

In anfwer to which opinion, it may 
fuffice to obferve, that our Saviour’s reply 
to the malefactor upon the crofs: was, 
This day thou fhalt be with me im paradife. 
By which expreffion our Lorp cannot be 
fuppofed to mean, that death would de- 
liver him over to a ftate of unconfciouf- 
nefs: For were this the ftate of departed 
fouls, and this the intention of our Lorp, 
he had promifed nothing but what muft 
equally have happened without fuch pro- 

Wes mife ; 
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mife; he had given him no preference 
above his fellow-fufferer, and the hard- 
ened unrepenting criminal had been. as 
much in paradife as the reformed and _for- 
given penitent. 

It is evident, therefore, that By that ex- 
preflion of our Lorp was meant an inter- 
mediate ftate of felicity antecedent to the 
final judgment into which he was to en- 
ter. After death, though the body fleeps 
in corruption till its fcattered duft be re- 
collected at the laft day, yet the foul fhall 
awake and live; fhall fubfift in its proper 
place, till the trumpet fhall found, and 
the dead_ fhall be raifed; when our hap- 
pinefs will be more complete, and receive 
its final confummation; and we fhall be= 
come as the angels in heaven, confirmed 
and eftablifhed in-virtue and felicity. 

Il, The utility of the religious confide- 
ration of death was the fecond “Ais I pro 
pofed to obferve. 

And, 1/, It difcovers to us the unim- 
portance and vanity of all temporal en- 
Jaymentss ; which, however fatisfaory or 

delightful, 
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delightful, are yet fhort and tranfitory. 
It evinces the indifcretion of an intempe- ° 
rate attachment to the world. It ferves to 
extend our views, and elevate our defires. 
' And though the bleflings of this life are 
fuch as we may with alacrity receive, 
and ought with gratitude to acknowledge, 
meant by Providence to render our paflage 
through this vale of tears lefs irkfome and 
unpleafant, to f{weeten the bitter cup, and 
in fome meafure turn our heavinefs into 
joy; yet fleeting is the joy, and its plea- 
fures but for a feafon. All fublunary en- 
joyments are what we can place no de- 
pendence on, what we cannot long poilefs, 
what we mutt refign with our breath; 
and claim, therefore, only a portion of 
our care. But our ftate hereafter is eter-~ 
nal and unchangeable; the falvation of 
the foul is Heaven’s laft, greateft blefling, 
and demands our utmoft attention, 


This world, indeed, has little more to 
recommend it than the hopes and expec- 
tations it gives us of another; and this 
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life fhould be efteemed. chiefly as ean 
tory and introductory toa future. 

But further: The religious eh SS 
of death is the beft guard of innocence and 
virtue. Temptations furround us. on jall 
fides.. The corruption of our nature, and 
the feducements of the world, are im a 
perpetual combination and confederacy 
again{t our happinefs. . Every fituation of 
life lies expofed to dangers, and in many 
things we all offend.. To prevent which; 
nothing can be better adapted, nothing 
more effectual, than ferious meditations 
on that eternity into which we muft foon, 
and may fuddenly, enter. As all worldly 
diftin@tions, pomp,-and power, and plea- 
fure, and poffeffions, and whatever elfe the 
world calls happinefs, will, at the folemn 
hour of a departing foul, lofe all their re- 
puted value, and be no longer of ufe; fo the 
{educements they offer.muft lofe much of 
their power and influence, when we refle& 
on thefhort and uncertain duration of thefe 
earthly tenements of ours, the/é houfes of 
clay, whofe foundations are in the duff, 


Laftly, 
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Laftly, The confideration of the certain= 
ty of our’ diffolution, as it. is the moft 
powerful incentive to a good life, is the 
beft preparative for a comfortable death. 
Nothing diflipates the fears of death fo 
muchas due preparation for it; nothing 
fo effectually difarms it of its terrors, ‘as. 
the concioufnefs of integrity, of our at- 
tention to pleafe our Maker in the general 
condudé of our lives, and of our penitent 
concern for particular mifcarriages. Hap- 
py they who have kept at a diftance from 
the criminal purfuits, the guilty follies and 
corruptions, of the.world; and have made 
fauch:careful preparation for an hereafter, 
that: they can, without felf-reproach, re- 
view the years that ‘are paft, and look for- 
ward to a future life without apprehenfi- 
on or terror; can’ with pious confiderice 
look beyond the grave, and there behold, 
not a‘court of fevere juftice, but a throne 
of mercy; not an offended, refentful 
Judge, but a reconciled Father and Sa- 
yiour. : 

May it be our great and habitual con- 

cern 
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cern to prepare to obey the folemn call, 
whenever it fhall pleafe the Lorp of life 
and death to fummon us to depart hence; 
that at that awful hour we may calmly he 
down in peace, in hopes of awaking in a 
ftate of immortal felicity, of being intro- 
duced into the prefence of the Kine of 
heaven, and of being. received with that 
happy congratulation, Well done, good and 
faithful fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord! 


SE R- 


SERMON XxX. 
On TRustT in Gop. 


JER. xvii. 7. 


Bleffed is the man that trufteth in the Lord, 
and whofe hope the Lord is, 


E are by nature formed with an 
inextinguifhible defire of happi- 
_nefs, and have fomething within us that 
irrefiftibly impels us to the purfuit of it. 
But, furrounded as we are with troubles, 
which we may complain of, but €annot 
redrefs ; expofed to dangers we may al- 
ways fear, but cannot always efcape; and 
full of wants, which we are impatient, 
but unable to fupply ;—we foon become 

con~ 
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confcious of our inability to attain the 
happinefs we purfue, and are foon taught 
the neceffity of looking abroad for affift- 
ance to fupport our weaknefs, to fapply 
our wants, and protect us from our fears: 
Our general error is, that we overlook the 
proper Object. of our confidence. We 
place our dependence on inferior caufes, 
too inattentive to that Firft Supreme Caufe, 
from whom alone can come our prefent or 
future falvation. But if reafon does not, 
experience feldom fails to bring with it full 
conviction of the vanity of all temporal 
dependencies. To a fuperior Power, then, 
we mutt have recourfe : we muft look up 
for fupport to where religion directs; to 
HIM whofe kingdom is: univerfal nature, 
to whom all things are in fubje@tion, and 
without whofe permiflion nothing can 
approach to hurt us. And it’is our in+ 
valuable privilege, that we are permitted 
and authorifed to repofe a confidence in 

that Power whom all nature obeys.» 
But becaufe a juft confidence differs 
from a groundlefs prefumption, I fhallin 
this 
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this difcourfe confider, 1, What is a juft 
confidence in Gop; 2d/y, When our con= 
fidence is well-grounded; and, /a/ily, The 
happinefs refulting from a well-grounded 
truft in him. rao 
I. Let us confider what is a juft confi- 
dence in Gop. ‘This duty implies. an 
humble dependence jon him for that pro- 
tection, and thofe bleflings, which his fu- 
preme perfections both enable and incline 
him to beftow on his creatures. To truft 
in Gop, is to entertain a full conviction 
of his goodnefs and mercy; and a fteady 
hope, that'that mercy will on all occafions, 
in all our dangers and neceflities, be ex- 
tended to us, in fuch manner as to his 
wifdom appears moft conducive, if:not to 
our tranquillity in this life, to our ever- 
Jafting felicity in the next. In all arcum- 
{tances, profperous or adverfe, whatever be 
our fituation, or however gloomy our pro- 
Ape, whether, danger be approaching or 
prefent, our fouls muft wait fill upon 
Gop, our eyes muft be lifted up to him 
the great Arbiter of all events: for he, in+ 
ris finitely 
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finitely merciful and: gracious, 1s at all 
times, in all emergencies, as willing as he 
is able to fupport and protect his creatures ; 
never inacceflible to their addreffes, never 
inexorable to their prayers, nor indifferent 
_to their afflictions. 

We are not indeed to expect, that his 
wifdom, infinitely fuperior to ours, will 
always comply with our expectations, and 
favour us with the particular objects of 
our defire; for this were to direct and go- 
vern his providence, not to truft in him. 
But we are to live under an habitual fenfe 
of his care and protection, and an aflu- 
rance, that under that protection we fhall 
obtain what is good for us; which is more 
than we could promife ourfelves, were the 
difpenfations of Providence to be under 
our dire&tion. This duty- can hardly be 
fo far mifapprehended, as to reprefs the 
efforts of induftry, or be fuppofed to fu- 
perfede the neceflity of due care and ap- 
plication to the employment and duties of 
our refpective ftations. For we have no 
grounds to expect, that Gop will provide 

for 
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for our interefts, if we are improvident 
ourfelves ; or that he will, by a particular 
interpofition, favour the idle and the neg- 
ligent. But when we have performed 
all that on our part is requifite; when all 
prudent care and attention have been em- 
ployed, and every honeft effort exerted, we 
need then be no farther -folicitous; we 
may difmifs our fears: we may then con- 
fide in the wifdom and goodnefs of the 
Guardian of our nature; affured, that we 
are objects of his providence; that he is 
always vigilant over us; and that where 
our care terminates, the divine care will 
take place. Let the duty and bufinefs of 
to-day be our concern; the event of to- 
morrow we may truft to Gop. 

II. Let us confider when our confidence 
in. Gop is well-grounded. And here we 
mutt obferve, that our dependence or con- 
fidence in Gop is founded upon his favour, 
and his favour is to be obtained only by 
our obedience. Whence it follows, that 
in fuch meafure as we tranfgrefs the laws 


of Gop, in equal degree we undermine 
the 
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the foundation of our truft inhim,);Where 
our obedience is imperfect, there our 
truft is diminifhed, but not deftroyed; 
where our tranfgreffion is abfolute, there 
our confidence is abfolutely -loft. ») Thus 
our firftprogenitor, after prefuming to dif-, 
obey that injunction which was) the ap~ 
pointed: teft of his duty.and allegiance, loft 
all confidence in: his Maxer, fled -from 
his prefence, and trembled with awful ap- 
prehenfions of vengeance. J heard thy, voice, 
faid our guilty parent to his CREATOR, and 
was afraid. And in like) manner mutft 
every flagitious finner be afraid, when he 
hears his Maxer fpeaking to him, either 
from heaven, or in the ftill) voice of con- 
{cience. 
‘Our confidence, te ca rife or - fall 
according to the progrefs or defects of our 
obedience. » Confcious of right intentions, 
and approved by our own heart; we may 
approach the throne of grace with fuperior 
affurance. If our heart in fome degree 
condemn us, we may have our interyals of 
dithdences and apprehenfion;, but if,,un- 
reclaimed, 
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reclaimed, we go on {till in wickednefs, 
_and perfift in determined difobedience; 
fhould we then truft in Gop, it were, in 
the moft literal and criminal fenfe, to hope 
again{t hope.’ Till we repent, and. return 
to duty, we can have no expectations of 
favour, no confidence in our MAKER; nor 
can we lift up our eyes to heaven with any 

hopes of mercy and forgivenefs there. 
But let it be obferved, that however 
faulty or criminal we may have been, 
though the nature or number of our of- 
fences fhould fuggeft to us the difpleafure 
of the Deiry, and-give us grounds to fear 
that his protection and his grace may have 
deferted us; that he may have withdrawn 
from us the light of his countenance, and 
the confolations of his Holy Spirit; and — 
that his mercy to us may be’clean gone, 
and come utterly to an end for evermore;— 
even here in this afflictive diforder, the 
moft affliGtive that the human heart can 
feel, even here we need not give way to 
defpondency: let us return to‘'Gop, and. 
he will return'to us; let us look up to the 
Xx Fa- 
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FaTuerr of mercies; let. us, with, holy 
violence, importune his: favour. and for-| 
givenefs’;’ let us, with unfeigned humilia- 
tion and amendment, endeavour. to blot 
out our crimes, and expiate paft offences ;- 
and. we’may then:refume: confidence, and 
our hopes'may’fecurely:reft on the. benig~ 
nity of our heavenly»Parent, who defireth 
not the death of:a'finner'; who. is abun- 
dant in goodnefs, who never forgets: to be 
gracious, and whofe mercy —— as of- 

ten as'we repent. 
itl. I “alba in’ the: lat plevielt to re 
ferve the happinefs»refuluing from a well- 
grounded dependence‘on Gop. Certain 
itvrs, ‘that every. other project we can/form 
of fecurity, will; upon inquiry, appear, de- 
fective! im)its»plan, and precarious: in, the 
event ;: depending for: fuccefs .on various 
contingencies,on the aid, perhaps, of fel- 
low-creatures, “whofe frame sis frail :and 
perifhing, whofe power is; .limited and, 
feebles, and: whofe imelinations are fluctu- 
ating and ‘uncertain, » And if any’ of thefe, 
circumftances fhould fail us,; (and we can 
depend 
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depend on none,) our projects and ‘our 
hopes are at an ends But he whofeicon- 
{eience. fpeaks confolation, and’ bids: him 
confide'in his Gop, confides ina Wifdom 
which fees the remoteft iffues of all events, 
ona Power which ordereth all things, and 
on a Goodnefs which ever confults the 
well-being of his creatures.) | | 
» And though. this gives him no abfolute 
infuranceagainit evils,/ no privilege of ex~ 

emption from calamities and« afflictions ; 
yet he feels the weight of them nach 
abated by internal confolations. He ac- 
quiefces in all the difpenfations of Heaven, 
fubmits’ with humble ‘refignation to the 
feverities of Providence; affuréd, that Gop 
alone can know what is béft, what is moft 
expedient in his prefent circumftances, 
and what moft inftrumental to: his future 
felicity. ‘Gop, may ‘he juftly fay, while 
I»pay him the homage of due: obedience, 
- will: be too merciful to negleé&t my» hap- 
pinefs, and is too wife to be deceived in 
the’ moft effe@tual means ‘and’ propereft 
feafons of conferring it. © With thefe fen- 
X 2 timents, 
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timents, he proceeds in his voyage through 
this ocean of life; refigned to the ‘will, 
and confiding in the protection, \of 'Pro- 
vidence; enjoying’ the prefent ‘ferenity, 
without apprehenfion of future tempefts. 
But if the clouds fhould: gather, and the 
ftorm arife, and the floods lift up their 
waves, and all around be diftrefs and 
trouble, his heart is eftablifhed, and ‘will 
not fhrink from his confidence’ in’ that 
Supreme Ruler, who can rebuke the ftorm; 
can fave when we are ready to perifh; 
and need only fay, “Peace, be ftill,” and 
immediately there will be a calm. In 
every fituation, his mind repofes itfelf on 
Gop. In the darkeft night of affiGtion, 
~fome light will fpring up, fome beam of 
-joy dart- upon his mind, ‘from this confi- 
deration, that the Gop whom he ferves is 
able to deliver, and in his own good time 
~ will deliver him out of all his troubles, or 
reward him with joys unfpeakable in his 
~ own blifsful prefence.’ Thus. oe is re 

man whofe hope the Lord ts. 
But, on the other hand, they ‘id take 
not 
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not Gop. for their ftrength, but build all 
their hopes upon their power, their riches, 
their reputation, their friendfhips, and the 
like, build upon a weak and.treacherous 
foundation... Stability is not the property 
of any worldly pofleffion.. A thoufand un- 
forefeen caufes may deprive them.of fuch 
objects of their confidence, and too. late 
‘convince them of the vanity of all temporal 
dependencies. If they place their depen- 
dence on character and reputation, thefe 
may be foon blafted by popular breath ; 
if on friendfhip, that often fallsia facrifice 
to clandeftine whifpers and artful infinua- 
tions; riches, by many fecret ways, make 
themfelves, wings ; and power, even the 
_greateft, ftands on a foundation: which va- 
rious engines are continually at. work to 
undermine.) 

But fuch sk ceiaiiidel befides ial un 
certainty, are often utterly ineffectual and 
vain in thofe hours of diftrefs. when we 
ftand in moft need of fupport. If, for in- 
ftance, ficknefs approaches, who but Gop 
_can. prefcribe bounds to it, and fay, Hi- 
Be therte 
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therto flialt thou come, and'no farther? If 
confcience fhould finite’ us with a fenfe of 
guilf, and the {pirit be wounded-within us; 
can man; can the whole world, fay to the 
defponding finner, Son, be of he cheer, ig 
Jins be forgiven. thee? | 

From whence let us. make this iendeal 
application, That he; and he alone,’ who 
has Gop ‘for his confidence, whofe’ con 
{cious integrity gives‘ hirh well-grounded 
affurances of the divine favour, ‘has fuch 
an internal comforter in his brea{t as ‘will 
fupport him under all the viciffitudes: of 
this: mortal life’; will maketrouble in fome 
degree fit eafy.on him; will infpire forti- 
tude imthe midft of: dangers; will carry 
him through’ the rugged-paths of adver- 
fity:;-will fweeten.the bitter waters of af= 
fliction; will difarm even our. laft enemy 
of: his) terrors, and render even our diffo- 
tution: ahappy eases toa {tate of im- 
mortality. ie 

Let us then; while we batted opportunity, 
endeavour to’ acquire this’ greateft of ‘all 
confolatidns, this confidence in our Gon, 
erm by 
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by an univerfal obedience to his laws, Let 
this obedience be the ground-work in our 
plan of happinefs. On this foundation 
we may build the firmeft hopes, and fe- 
curely truft, that the Gop whom we ferve 
will with his favourable kindnefs defend 
us as with a fhield; will blefs us with his 
gracious protection in this world; and. in 
the world to come will receive us into that 
fullnefs of blifs, which no language can de- 
fcribe, and no human: ane leet can. as, vist 
comprehend: 2; 4 }oweyyj awa iseisg 


On univerfal OBEDIENCE. 


fy [ide tnGorvoje 


Wi alking in all the commandments and ordinany 
ces of the Lord, blamelefs. 


‘HAT fin and wickednefs muft ren: 
der, us juft objects of the divine dif- 
pleafure, and expofe us to deferved punifh= + 
ment here or hereafter, is a fentiment: 
which Nature fuggefts, and-has engraven 
on our hearts in characters too deep for all. 
the arts of irreligion ever to efface. This | 
fentiment muft fometimes occur to us in’ 
our hours of reflection; muft fometimes 
force its way into the mind, through‘ all.- 
the obftacles we can employ >to. exclude 
and 
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and guard our attention from it. The 
good man is indeed under no temptation 
to exclude it from his thoughts; as to him 
it brings no terrors or difquietudes, and 
ferves only to fupport and eftablifh his in- 
tegrity. But finners feel the apprehenfions 
of it fo painful, it fo often mingles gall 
with their pleafures, and fo much embit- 
ters every enjoyment, that all the projects, 
artifices, and delufions of fin, are employ-. 
ed to weaken its impr eflions, and refcue 
them from their fears. 
- Hence it is, that fome are inclined to 
take refuge in Atheifm ; fome in a partial 
religion: “fome adaevaae, by ditbelief, 
to remove the’ Almighty Obje@ ‘of their 
fear ;: others’ hope he may be appeafed by - 
avery imperfe@ obedience. “But the ex" 
iftence of a Gop’ is fo obvious and ap- ~ 
parent to our firft reflections, the whole 
Creation. 18 fo clear a demonftration of a_ 
CREATOR, that recourfe is oftener had to 
fome mediating expedients, which may 
reconcile’ vice and duty, and provide’ an 
equal fatisfaction for the different demands 
ot 
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of inclination and religion... And of thefe 
projects: none has perhaps more generally 
prevailed, than an opinion, that Gop will 
accept of a partial, defeétive: obedience ; 
as the infirmities of the nature he has given 
us render. a perfect, and univerfal obfer= 

vance of his laws.utterly impracticable. 

Hence:it is, that fome fatisfy themfelves 

with a very: lax, incomplete morality ; 
pr actifing the: virtues. they” approve, ne= 
gleGting others. to which they have no in- 
clinaticn ; and prevail on their confciences 
to acquiefce in the avowed violation of 
fome duties, while they think they fupply 
this defe& by a faithful and ftri@t obfer- 
vance of others. '— 

It maty. be ‘proper, thereobe to “aii 
ceive thofe who: are thus willing to deceive 
themfelves in fo important a point, by 
fhewing, that Gop requires an equal at- 
tention to all his laws; that we can come 
to no compofition with him, by offering a 
part of, inftead. of the whole debt: we owe 
him; that, while we live in an habitual » 
tranfgreflion of fome cutics; we can give 

him 
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him. no equivalent in’ a punctual obfer- 
vance of others ; and that we ought to aim 
at the»character given to Zacharias and 
Elifabeth in the text, and walk za all the 
commandments and. ordinances of the Lord 
blamele/s.. To this end; 1 thall thew, iff, 
In .what fenfean univer{al obedience is 
required; and, 2d/y, Our obligation to 
obferve it. 

Sil. Iwas sinecesdads above all things, | slike 
our obedience be not partials that we at- 
tend. not. toone duty, one {pecies: of  vir- 
tue, one part of right conduct) to the ne- 
glect.of others, but regard with equal and 
fincere zeal.every precept-of religion: We 
mut be confiftently and thoroughly good, 
if. we would be: fo ‘effectually. We muft 
yield ourfelves entirely and: univerfally to 
the government of confcrence, conquer 

—every.,adverfe pafhon, fubdue’ every op- 
pofite inclination; or lay no claim to true 
virtue, and give up all hopes of the felicity 

_ imorefervelforiit. 

» ,.Butiit is not meant that we are to be 
perfect; siieeh cus freefrom every failure; 
never 
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never to be furprifed into any irregularity 
by inadvertence, or the fudden ferment of 
our paflions:, for this is.a happinefs, de- 
youtly to be, wifhed indeed, but not to be 
attained till we afcend to where the {pirits 
of juft men are made perfect... Such is;the 
prefent. unhappinefs of our frame, that 
fome weaknefles and infirmities will cleave 
to the beft; and it is morally impoflible 
always to keep our paflions under fuch fe- 
vere difcipline and. ftrict regulation, that 
they fhall mever precipitate or betray us 
into. a conduct which our reafon may dif- 
approve. But offences of this venial na- 
ture Gop will not be extreme to mark, 
nor vifit. them with future infliGions. 
Far be that.from the. Judge of the whole 
earth,—far from a gracious and merciful 
Gop: for who then could be faved? who, 
in a ftri@t fenfe, is righteous? who can de- 
ceive himfelf fo far as to day he has never 
finned? ; 

The nature of, fin confifts in an “op. 
pofition of our will to the will of Gop. ' 
When, therefore, weaknefs, . inadvertence, 


or 
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or furprife, betray us into an irregular ac= 
tion, in which there is little or no intended 
concurrence of the will, we fhould feem to 
be more the objects of pity than of con- 
demnation; and fuch an action appears 
rather the effe¢t of native infirmity, than 
an actual crime. But though a complete; 
unfailing obedience, is a tribute which the 
Sovereign of the world does not exact, nor 
can the infirmity of our nature pay; ‘yet 
he requires an equal regard to all his laws, 
and forbids the habitual indulgence of 
‘any fingle vice. It muft indeeed be ad- 
“mitted, that natural difpofition, habits ac- 
quired by education, and confirmed’ by 
practice, the influence of example, our fi- 
“tuation in the world, and the feducements 
we happen’to be expofed to, may render 
the obfervance of fome particular’ duties 
“no eafy tafk. ~ But in fuch cafes Gon re- 
‘gards the rectitude of our intentions: if 
we do all in our power to pleafe Gop, we 
cannot offend him; if we faithfully en- 
~ deavour not to violate our duty, we per- 
“form it.” But if we deliberately refufe 
~ obe- 
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obedience to any one law, ‘and Jive’ in an 
habitual, determined’ neglect of it,—this 
is, not merely to offend, but sto rebel : 
this is not infirmity or frailty, bur a re- 
folved oppofition to, and an avowed defi- 
ance of, the authority of the divine Pee 
giver. Which leads me, 

If. To confider the oBHiGatt we are 
under to pay an univerfal obedience to his 
laws. Whofoever, fays our Saviour, “fall 
break one of the leaft commandments, and fball 
teach men fo, foall be called the leaft im the 
kingdom of heaven: i. e. Whoever, ‘by his 
doétrine or practice, makes void or 'tranf- 
greffes the divine commands, by the omif- 
fion of any known duty, or the commif+ 
fion of any known fin, fhall be the leaft, 
or (as it has been interpreted) fhall have no 
- place) in the kingdom of heaven. » Strict, 
unreferved obedience is what the. feriphures 
every where enjoin. 

The divine fan¢tion. 1s+ alike imprefled | 
on every law of Gop ; and'to go on ina 
cuftomary track of difobeying him in any 
one injunction, is in effet to’ difclaim all 

obedience 
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obedience to him. No! one part .of our 
moral duty is intrinfically more facred.and 
indifpenfable than another; nor have we 
grounds to believe that God will pardon 
the. deliberate,. habitual -tranfgreflion of 
any one of his laws. . For)if:;Gop might, 
confiftently ‘with the reCtitude:and -perfec=. 
tion of his nature, excufe ,o? pardon one 
habitual tran{greflion, why not another, 
and: another, and ¢onfequently why not 
all? His merey is’indeed ever inclined 
to: meet and sreceive the returning :peni- 
tent, and:to blot out the remembrance ot 
thofe. fins: which are forfaken ; ‘but<mofb 
certainly: he will not:pardon any one fpe- 
cies of iniquity in which we wilfully and 
impenitently perfevere. 
Let. it be confidered, that, the: reafon 
againtt all fin is'the fame, vzx. the divine 
prohibition; sand if that be our-mottve for 
fhunning any criminal: behaviour, \it may 
be expected to have an equal influence on 
every part of our conduct.) If-we abitam 
from any one fin, folely for this reafon, 
Becaufe it is offenfiye to the infinite: purity 
and 
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and holinefs of Gop, we fhall find the 
fame motive {till more extenfive in its ope- 
ration, and urging us to avoid every oc- 
cafion of incurring his difpleafure. But 
if we fele&t only fome virtues that happen 
not to thwart our temper and inclinations, 
while we neglect others equally necefla- 
ry and indifpenfable, we can hardly be 
fappofed to act, even in thofe inftances 
wherein our conduct feems to be laudable, 
from a regard to duty, or the authority 
of our Maker. The habitual violation of 
any one divine law, or the retention of 
any one favourite*vice, demonftrates, that 
had we equal temptations, we fhould 
equally tranfgrefs in other inftances. “As 
long as any paffion preferves an afcendancy 
over us, and remains rebellious and law- 
lefs, there is plainly fomething within us 
more regarded than duty, fomething more 
prevalent than virtue; fomething that 
mafters and fubdues it; Gop and: Con- 
feience have not the dominion: till we 
poflefs an equal, entire affection for good- 
nefs, we poflefs none that is’ truly ac- 

ceptable; 
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ceptable ;/.or can be: sd ae of fabab 
wehbeati ios ihasixs | 

4 But af an seni Goch eer and com- 
plete obedience, be required; if: the. pu~ 
rity,of the divine nature muft difapprove 
every, degree and. {pecies of. i iniquity 3. sift 
he) forbids the commuflion of any.one fin, 
or the violation. of a. fingle, duty ;—-who 
then, ‘may. the finner.urge,, cam be faved? 
If fo ftrait is.the gate, and fo narrow the path, 
that leads:to eternal hfe, no wonder, he may 
think, .af.zhere be few. that jindut. 9. 
+» Where.then, may he fay, is the goodnefs 
of the CREATOR? where the mercies:of the 
Gofpel? and whatare the gracious promifes 
that are contained: in. it:? »-But, notwith+ 
ftanding what. may be. thus,urged, moft 
certain.it is, that.it is our own. fault, if 
awe are not objects of 'thofe mercies, and 
partakers/.of, thofe. promifes:', Strict, in- 
deed, is ourreligion, and pure and. holy are 
its precepts; they would otherwife be: un- 
becoming. the. purity: of that Berne who 
enjoined; them..; But he expects not ‘per- 
fection, from imperfect beings: he requires 

AG x not 
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not from men the purity of: angels: he 
impofes no heavier burden than he has 
given us ability to bear: he requires from 
us only what is in our power,—an honeft 
and fincere, not a perfect, oak obfer- 

vance:of his laws. | 
_ If, then, it appears, that our skEibati 
to every duty is facred and indifpentfable; 
and if we are apt to retain and cherifh with 
partial indulgence fome one vice, fomefa- 
vourite failing, which, by flattering our in- 
clinations, recommends itfelf perhaps: al- 
moft imperceptibly ta us ;+-how much rea- 
fon have we to look with an «attentive eye 
into:our heart, and carefully obferve alli its 
movements and» propenfions? None but 
the moft-abandoned will:go on in an open 
and avowed courfe of impiety; and a perfon 
of but common. virtue will be fhocked:at 
the commiflion of an atrocious andsglaring 
crime: but the greateft dangeris, left we 
fhould not fufficiently:guard againft thofe 
vices, which, recommended by cuftom or 
fafhion, or introduced under the difguife 
perhaps, and refemblance, of fome virtue; 
gra~ 
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gradually and infenfibly infinuate them- 
felves into our affections, whilft we are 
imattentive, and think our piety fecure. 
Let us therefore often infpect’ and: ex- 
amine our: hearts, and; look well ifi there 
be any way of wickednefs in-us ; and: let 
us refolve to: difmifs every finfub inclina- 
tion as {oon as difcovered, and>to” retain 
none, though ever fo fecret, nor {pare it, 
though ever’ fo.beloved.Vices: are the 
difeafes: of the mind: a complication of 
them is not required: one inveterate dif- 
order is fufficient:to ruin the oe hieaileh, 
and ‘endanger ‘its falvation. © 

For though Gop will not: oa extreme to 
mark what is amifs, not extreme to’ mark 
infirmities or. imperfections ; yet the will 
not confer heavenon. thofe» who wilfully 
and deliberately go on in the habitual prac- 
tice of any one tranfgreflion; nordoes he 
inv the gofpel give them any grounds. to 
believe} that they will ever be the objeéts 
of his’ favour, or ever be put on a level 
with: thofe' who pay a fincere obedience to 
the: whole law. We have na ground to 
Ai: think, 
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think, that the fupreme Lawgiver will for 
our fake foften and relax the terms of fal- 
vation; or that he will grant a difpenfation 
for favourite paflions, or permit us to fe- 
le&t from the catalogue of duties fuch as 
yioft recommend themfelves to our tafte. 

In every inftance his authority is facred, 
and demands univerfal fubmiffion. We 
muft offer up our whole heart to Gop; 
and this facrifice, like thofe prefcribed by 
the Mofaic law, muft be entire and without 
blemifh. 

Let us then remember, that religion re- 
quires an uniform regard to the whole fy- 
Stem of duties. Let no vice become fuch 
a favourite as to gain indulgence, and no 
duty appear of fuch flight confequence 
as to be overlooked and neglected. We 
ought indeed to give greater attention to 
the more important duties, fuch as piety to 
Gop, and juftice and benevolence to men; 
but yet no grace or virtue of inferior con- 
fideration is to be overlooked, and no fin 
to be thought unimportant or trivial which 
may offend Gop, and endanger or dimi- 

nifh 


Ser. 21. On univerfal obedience, ZAI 


nifh our future portion of happinefs. Let 
us then have refpe@ unto all Gop’s com- 
mandments : let our ways be fo direét, that 
we may keep all his ftatutes: let us give 
a general difcharge to all irregular defires, 
and all falfe ways let us utterly abhor. — 


| 
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‘On the univerfal PRESENCE and. 
KNOWLEDGE of Gop. 


PROV. Vv. 21. 


The ways of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord, and he pondereth all his goings. 


HE Derry has been pleafed to com- 
municate to his creatures, by reafon 

and revelation, only a limited information 
concerning himfelf. It is not in this world 
given to us to fee or know the Supreme 
Brine as he is; we cannot find out thé 
Almighty to perfeétion; clouds and thick 
darknefs are round about him; his nature 
infinitely furpaffes all our conceptions. But 


yet 
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yet our knowledge of him may fuffice, and 
our ideas are clear enough for all the pur- 
pofes of morality and duty. The know- 
ledge of the Divine Nature, fo far as is ne- 
ceflary to virtue and religion, may be ac= 
quired by a common underftanding ; but 
more than this, human fagacity and pe- 
netration will in vain attempt to invefti- 
gate. 

That there is a Gop, the Creator and 
moral Governor of the world; that it is 
his will that we fhould do juftly, and love 
mercy, -and obferve and praétife all the 
virtues and duties that reafon. and nature 
fuggeft; that he approves and will reward 
the good, and difapprove the difobedient,— 
are truths as evident as they are; ufeful- 
truths. which lie level and obyious to the 
mind; which Reafon, when. its eye is not 
blinded, cannot fail to difcern ; and with- 
out which, virtue, morality, or true reli- 
gion, would but ill fubfift. But that Gop 
fhould thus limit our knowledge of him; 
that he fhould unveil juft fo much of his 
nature as religion requires to be known, 

Y4 and, 
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and is requifite to direct and conduct us to 
univerfal virtue; fhould feem to intimate, 
that the duties of religion and virtue ought 
to be our firft objects, and an attention to 

them the principal concernment of life. 
The doétrine of the text, relative to the 
Divine Bein, is an important and ufeful 
truth. For what can have a more exten= 
five moral influence, or more effectually 
arm and guard us againft all feducements 
to vice, and keep up our attention to duty, 
and animate us to every virtuous exertion, 
than a firm perfuafion, and frequent re- 
colleGtion, that the ways of men are before 
the eyes of the Lorp, and that he pon- 
dereth all our goings; that we are always 
under his infpection; that no obfcurity, 
no: folitude, can conceal: us: from him; 
that-even the darkeft and moft fecret re- 
tirement in the world, the human heart, 
is naked before him, and lies aes to his 
view ? dub . 
Such (ocgsisbenrie of a Beitr Ambiipods 
fencé {hould render us particularly atten- 
tive to our whole conduct; and deter us, 
not 
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not only from flagrant and deliberate of- 
fences, but from fuch lefler failures as 
are incident from inattention and neglect: 
fhould animate us, not only to hold faft 
our integrity, and act always with the 
pureft and moft upright intentions; but to | 
excell in every virtue, to adorn: ourfelves 
with every moral grace that can recom- 
mend us to the favour of that Being who 
is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 

his works. : 
Certain it is, that Gop is every where 
prefent; that he exifts at all times, in all 
places. His being furpafies all bounds, 1s 
diffufed through all extent, coexifts and 
is prefent with all things; for in him all 
things have their being. And as he exifts 
in all places, fo he neceffarily perceives 
and knows all things. His knowledge is 
commenfurate with his exiftence, abfo- 
lutely unlimited, infinite as his duration, 
boundlefs as his immenfity. No actions 
or fentiments can exift without his inftan- 
taneous infpection. His knowledge, in re- 
fpe@t of univerfal nature, is like the fun 
with 
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with regard. to this lower world,—nothing 
can be hid from the light thereof. ' : 
. Our actions particularly, we are affured, 
are the objects of his knowledge.) The ways: 
of man, fays Solomon in. the text, are be- 
fore the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all 
his goings. He feeth all his goings, he 
marketh all his fteps. The Lorn is a God 
of knowledge; by him actions are weigh- 
ed; and there is no darknefs, nor fhadow 
of death, where the workers of inquity can 
be hid. Doth he not fee all my ways, fays 
Job, and count all my fleps? He not only 
fees and obferves our actions, but all the 
circumftances that attend them, all the de- 
grees of good. or evil that are in. them, 
even fuch as are unknown and ATP SA 
ceptible to ourfelves: 

. But not only our exterior conduc is 
vifible and apparent to him, but alfo the 
motives upon which we act, the views, 
we have in acting, the difpofition of our, 
minds, our darkeft and moft retired 
thoughts and. intentions... The Lorn, 
fearcheth all hearts, and underftandeth all 

the 
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the imaginations of the thoughts. The 
Lord, fays Solomon, weigheth the /pirits ; 
i. €. has a perfeé difcernment and know- 
ledge of the heart, as men have of thofe 
things which they weigh with ‘accuracy 
in a balance. He is always with us; al- 
ways furrounds us with his prefence, pe- 
netrates into the inmoft recefles of the 
foul, obferves all its movements, difcerns 
its moft fecret purpofes... Nothing, in- 
deed, can’ be hid from thofe eyes which 
are every where, and to which all things 
are naked and open, all hearts‘uncovered 
and tranfparent. © 
~-But though it is an undoubted certain- 
ty; that Gop is thus prefent in every 
place, prefent to all we do and all we 
think ; yet of the mode or manner of the 
divine prefence and perception, we can 
form no idea.. This may be one of thofe 
fecret things belonging to Gop, which 
the human intellect cannot at prefent com- 
prehend; or which, if underftood, would 
be of no fervice,—bring with it no ad- 
vantage to the caufe of virtue and religi- 
hi On ; 
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on; the principal, if not the fole end of 
_Gon’s revealing himfelf to man. 

~ Itis, doubtlefs, expedient and subs 
in order to keep us fteady in the paths of 
duty ; and highly confequential to our 
happinefs here and hereafter; that we 
fhould be affured, that the eye of Gop is 
ever open to obferve all our thoughts: and 
actions ; that the darknefs and light to him 
are both alike; that he is intimate to our 
{pirits; that as well may we ‘attempt to 
conceal our fentiments from ourfelves, as 
from his all-feeing eye; and therefore 
thefe important truths have been revealed. 
But if we proceed further to afk, How 
can the Divine Bzine penetrate. the 
heart? how difcern our thoughts? how 
fee the fecret part we act in our breaft? 
what we do invifibly,: in imagination 
only and defign ?—thefe particulars itis 
not poffible,—we may prefume, therefore, 
not needful, for us to know. 

But though the manner in which, tha 
Supreme Berne difcerns our thoughts or 
actions may be far above our comprehen- 

fion ; 
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fion; yet we may affirm, negatively, that 
he doth not fee as man feeth. The ferip- 
tures, indeed, reprefent him generally, as 
it were, in the likenefs of men, with» his 
eyes upon our ways, and his ears open to 
our prayers; expreflions that are ufed in 
condefcenfion to the defects of human lan- 
guage, and to the weaknefs of human ap- 
prehenfion, which is fo imperfect and li- 
mited, that we cannot form a conception 
how objects can be feen or heard without 
the inftrumentality of proper organs. But 
at is more fuitable to the nature of Hmm 
in whom we live and have our being, to 
conceive him prefent and privy to all our 
thoughts and ations, in fome fuch man- 
mer as our minds are prefent to their own 
fentiments and ideas. 

» Let us then reflect, how attentive we 
ought to be to our whole condud, how 
guarded and circumfpect in all we do 
and all we think;—as we are at this, and 
every other moment of our lives, under 
the immediate ever-watchful infpection of 
an infinitely wife, and pure, and righteous, 

and 
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and powerful Being, who -pondereth all 
our ways, obferves- and: records. all. our 
actions and intentions, and will alfo one 
day bring -every 'work- into! judgment, 
with. every: fecret. thing, ‘whether it -be 
good,» or whether it besevili) Then Gop, 
whofe-eye) nothing can .efcape, will pro- 
nounce’on every onea yuft andurreverfible 
fentence., ~The evil we »only simtended, 
though not: committed,;:fhall not» go un= 
punifhed: the good we only defigned, and 
for want of power could. not Se 
fhall not be unrewarded. gia 
’ What is it; then, that can tempt us to 
offend our MAKER, in oppofition to the 
moft powerful, and, did) not: experience 
otherwife inform us, we {hould think, ir- 
refiftible motives and incitements to, obe- 
dience ?» When the difhoneft, fraudulent 
man, mifemploys his underftanding, given 
for a far) different and better purpofe;/ini 
over-reaching and defrauding others, in- 
yuring and oppreflinge thofe whom» ‘he 
ought to protect and affift; let him’ re+ 
member, that the eye of a moft power- 
ful 
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ful'and righteous Gop is upon him, whofe 


vengeance he can no more efcape, than 
he can hide his iniquity from his view; 
and he mutt farely refolve to turn from 
his ‘wickednefs, and do what is lawful 
and right. Does'the heart of the proud, 
vain man, fwell and dilate with the idea 
of his fuppofed eminence and prefumed 
diftinction? let him confider in whofe 
prefence he ftands; in the prefence of 
that infinitely glorious Berne, the Sove= 
reign of the univerfe, in whofe fight man 
is but a worm, all the nations of the earth 
as the duft‘of the balance; and he muft 
feel what the fon of Sirach long ago ob- 
ferved,'That pride was not. made for man: 
Do we at any time affume the veil of 
piety, and put on the mafk of religion, 
and shonour Gop’ with our lips: whift 
our heart is far from him? let:us refled, 
how:thin the veil we wear, and how tran{= 
parent ito'theeye of Gop. 
While thus what pafles within us we 
think fecure from! human obfervation; let 
us afk ourfelves, Doth not'he that ponder- 

eth 
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eth the heart, confider it?) and he that 
keepeth our foul, doth not HE know it? 
Nothing can put a more effectual check to 
iniquity, irregularity, or impropriety of 
condu@t; than a due fenfe of the Divine 
Prefence; a fenfe and conviction, ‘that all 
our ways are before Gop; that he {tands’ 
at our right-hand; that to his- view are 
expofed our moft fecret follies and‘iniqui- 
ties; thofe which we-would with to con- 
ceal fromthe eye of the world, and, if it 
were poffible, from ourfelves. 
The {criptures often remind: us to con- 
fider ourfelves as walking always before 
Gop, always under the obfervance of ‘his 
eye; which ought to make us infinitely 
more vigilant and attentive to our con- 
duct, than if the whole world were f{pec- 
tators of it. And indeed, what can more 
affect the mind of man, than the confider-= 
ation ‘that we live under the infpection of 
a perfectly holy and omnipotent Bzine,; 
who ‘is always about us and within’ us, as 
intimate to us as the foul is to the body, - 
as infeparable from-us.as we'aré from ‘our=" 
“2-2 = felves ; 


Ser. 22. and knowledge of God. 354 


felves: that his eye fees all our ways, 
marks, all our fteps, attends our going out, 
and our coming in; goes along with us 
from our firft entrance into the world, 
till we depart out of it: that he pierceth 
the thickeft darknefs, penetrates into the 
clofeft recefles and deepeft defigns of the 
heart: that our moft fecret wifhes, and 
moft confpicuous actions, lie equally open 
to his view: that nowhere can we cover 
ourfelves, not even our thoughts, from 
his eye; nowhere retire from his pre- 
fence, for it fills the Univerfe. Jf we a- 
feend into the heaven, he is there; if we go 
down to hell, he is there alfo. If we take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermoft parts of the fea; even there alfo /ball 
his hand lead, and his right hand fhall hold 
us... If we fay, Surely the darknefs fall com 
ver us, even the night foall be hght about us, 
Yea, the darkue/s hideth not from hum, but the 
night fhineth as the day ; the darkne/s. and 
light to him are both alike, To this omni- 
prefent and omnifcient Gop be afcribed all 
honour and adoration, nowand for ever! 
ZL S E R- 
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Take heed, therefore, that the light which is 
in thee be not darknefs. ; 


N the verfe preceding the text, our Sa- 
viour obferves, Lhe light of the body as 

the eye: therefore when thine eye 1s singles 
thy whole body alfo is full of light ; but when 
thine eye is evil, thy body alfo is full of dark- 
nefe. Which words may be thus para- 
phrafed: “ The reafon or moral judgment 
of a man is'to the: mind what the eye is,to 
- the body. If this) moral judgment, has,a 
true difcernment of things, and. its direc- 
~ a8 z tions 
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tions be purfued, it will point out and 
conduct us in the paths of ‘rectitude and 
truth. But as, when the eye is blinded, 
‘the body muft of neceflity move in dark- 
nefs ; fo, if the moral judgment, the eye 
of the mind, the direCting principle of our 
actions, lofe its difcernment, and be itfelf 
darkened by prejudices or paflions, we 
fhall deviate from virtue and truth, and 
wander whitherfoever imperfect notions 
or falfe opinions may lead us. Our Lorp 
therefore fubjoins, Lake heed that the light 
which 1s in thee be not darkne/s: “ Take care 
that the moral judgment, the: intellectual 
light of the mind, be not clouded or, ob- 
feured’’ For this light, placedin us by our 
CREATOR to direct us in the paths of vir- 
tue and happinefs, may be obfcured: and 
extinguifhed. The eye of the mind, tho’ 
naturally formed for the difcernment. of 
truth, may, from ‘feveral caufes, fuffer in 
its faculty of perception ; and our intel- 
Jectual fight may, by various diforders, be 
injured and obftructed. 
In order, therefore, that we may comply 
Z, 2 with 
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with the admonition in the text, let us in- 
quire, what are the principal, prevailing, 
and general caufes of error and wrong 

judgment in matters of religion. | 
I. And the firft of thefe is negligence, 
indifference, inattention,—the certain in- 
lets of error. For it is not the mere un~ 
cultivated faculty of reafon, that informs 
and illuminates the mind; but the vi- 
gorous exercife, the careful culture and 
improvement of it, by frequent attention, 
application, and inquiry. Providence has 
appointed application and induftry to be 
as requifite to the information and im- 
provement of the mind, as labour and ex- 
ercife are to the health and vigour of the 
body. There are difficulties in religion ; 
in the feriptures, fome. things hard to be 
underftood; and in our underftanding, 
much weaknefs and imperfection. ._ With- 
out due attention, therefore, we muft wan- 
der in darknefs and ignorance, and fall 
into inevitable errors ;. but with it we 
may acquire wifdom and. truth, fo much 
at -leaft as is neceflary to falvation.. | ., 
“To 
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To us, favoured as we are with the 
light of the gofpel, truth is not fo difficult 
to inveftigate, as it was to thofe who lived 
in ages unenlightened by revelation. Phi- 
lofophers of ancient times complained, 
that Truth was inacceflible, and lay con- 
cealed deep in an abyfs, where no labour, 
affiduity, or induftry, could ever find her. 
And fimilar to this fentiment are fome 
expreflions in the book of Job: There is, 
fays he, a vein for the filver, and tron is. 
taken out of the earth; but where foall wi/~ 
dom be found ? where is the place of under 
franding? \t is the happier lot of Chrifti- 
ans to know where wifdom, what  beft 
deferves the name of wifdom, is to be 
found. Tous the avenues to truth are 
open. Let ‘us fearch the Scriptures; for 
there is the place of underftanding. Let 
us then, as the Royal Preacher advifes, 
carefully apply our hearts unto this wifdom: 
let us feck her as filver, and fearch for ber 
as for hid treafures: then fhall we under- 
jtand the fear of the Lord, and find the know- 
ledge of God: then fhall we underftand 

: Z 3 right= 
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righteoufne/s, and oe Sai and equity, yea, 
every good path, 

Inattention and indifference, with. re- 
{pect to religion, are unhappily to be num- 
bered among the characteriftic evils of 
modern times. Many there are who ex- 
cufe themfelves the trouble of inquiry, 
take their religion upon truft, implicitly 
comply either with received or fafhionable 
opinions, regardlefs either of the foun- 
dation or confequences of their principles. 
Happy, if by accident they are right; 
but, in this uncultivated ftate of mind, 
this neglected foil, if the feeds of error 
fhould be fown, feldom or never can they 
be rooted out. 

If. Another common caufe’ of. error 
and intellectual’ darknefs is’ fenfuality. 
And this confequence it muft always pro- 
duce, according to the natural courfe 
of things; for, by indulging the paffions, 
it indifpofes the mind for the contempla- 
tion or fearch of truth. Tt impairs and 
depreffes the very faculty of reafon, and 
renders it unfic for intelle@ual employ- 


ment, 
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ment. It corrupts even the tafte, and vi- 
tiates the relifh of rational pleafure. For 
fenfuality and reafon are principles fo dif- 
ferent, that if the former be our favou- 
rite entertainment, we fhall pay lefs re- 
gard to the latter; and gradually contraét, 
perhaps, both an indifpofition, and an 
incapacity, for the juft exertion of it. 
But in an uncommon degree does fenfua- 
lity oppofe religious truth, which it con- 
fiders as its enemy and accufer, and avoids 
as a hated intruder on ‘its peace. The 
fenfualift, who will lay no reftraints upon 
himfelf, is ever averfe to the reftraints of 
religion, ever averfe to thofe principles 
that would intermingle his enjoyments 
~ with guilty fufpicions, that would awake 
him from his pleafing delufion, and tor- 
ture him with the pain of not being able 

to juftify what he refolves not to amend. 
On the other hand, freedom from fen- 
fual excefles and irregular paflions, is not 
only an argument that a man is wife, but 
has a natural tendency to make him more 
fo... All corrupt paffions, like a falfe me- 
L 4. dium, 
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dium, mifreprefent, and give their own 
tincture to every thing we view ; where- 
as a pure mind, like a clear eye, has a 
diftinct perception of objeéts, and. fees 
them in their true colours, 

Ill. Prejudice is another caufe of er- 
roneous judgment. So extenfive and ab- 
folute is the dominion. of prejudice, that 
perhaps all men are more or lefs under 
bondage, and no one entirely free from its 
chains and out of its power... And un- 
happily its power is toa prevalent, where 
it ought not to appear, in religious; in- 
quiries; and always governs moft abfo- 
lutely where its influence is leaft fufpected. 
Hence it is, that we fee. men fo deter= 
mined. in fupport of favourite opinions; 
maintaining, with obftinacy,. errors that 
have been once received; and, in defence 
of them, holding out againft the cleareft 
light of evidence, and. refifting..every 
means of conviction. Opinions that have 
been long familiar to the mind, we.grow 
fond of; we take them, as it were, under 
our protection ; we cherifh them with the 

partiality 
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partiality of friendfhip, and difcourage 
every attempt againft them. 

This influence of Prejudice is moft ob- 
fervable in the opinions or principles we 
imbibe in our early years. It is a fortu- 
nate circumftance, if they happen to be 
agreeable to truth; but if otherwife, our 
prepofleffion in their favour feldom per- 
mits us to part with them. Such prin- 
ciples are confidered as ftandard-truths ; 
and all other opinions are afterwards mea- 
fured by them, and received or rejected, 
as they appear to conform to or differ 
from them. Hence it is, that errors in 
religion are almoft infinite, though it in- 
finitely concerns men to guard againft 
them: hence all the various fects of Chri- 
ftians adhere generally to their refpective 
tenets, however contradictory to reafon, 
truth, or fcripture: and hence the way 
of every individual appears right in his 
own eyes; and in the midft of error, 
danger, and deception, he enjoys all the 
confidence of fecurity and truth. 

TV. Another means of obfcuring and 

: perverting 
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perverting the judgment, is fome prevail- 
ing inclination, paflion, or affection. That 
our affections are generally confulted, and 
that not only our actions, but even our 
opinions, are too much influenced by 
them, is a fadtruth. A flight acquain- 
tance with human nature will inform us, 
_ that the affections can bribe and corrupt 
the judgment ; and that the underftanding 
is frequently the dupe of the paflions. 
When the paffions are engaged on one fide 
of a queftion, how difficult is it to obferve 
a juft impartiality? Is the evidence-defec- 
tive on the agreeable fide? imagination is 
ready to lend its aid, to drefs up fiction and 
falfehood in the garb of truth, and to 
give to poflibilities the appearance of pro- 
bability and proof. Is any difagreeable, 
unwelcome truth to be introduced to us? 
with what difficulty does it get- admit- 
tance? An unwelcome truth finds every 
avenue of the foul barred againft it. By 
the afliftance of the prevailing paflion, 
we can practife upon the evidence of 
truth, and keep it out of fight, and 
judge 
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judge and determine juft as inclination — 
dictates. 

And this not’ only in f{peculative mat- 
ters, but even in points immediately re- 
lative to conduct’ and manners. Leta 
man, ¢. g. be engaged in fome criminal 
purfuit, and under the influence of a go- 
verning paflion; how difficult is it to. fhew 
him to himfelf, and make his guilt appear 
to him in a true light? Reprefent to him 
the unreafonablenefs, the bafenefs, the odi- 
ous nature, the deftructive tendency, of his 
favourite vice ; make it appear that itis the 
child of Folly, and mutt be the parent of © 
Sorrow and Remorfe; defcribe its fatal train 
of confequences in this world, and alarm 
him with all the terrors of the next ;—_ 
what will generally be the confequence? 
Will he difcern and acknowledge his guilt, 
and return from the error, of his ways? or 
will not rather his ways too often appear 
to him’ right, though the end thereof be 
the ways of death? He will give a fofter 
appellation to his vice, paint it in milder 
colours, and reprefent it in the form and 

with, 
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with the features of virtue: or perhaps 
_ he will with and hope, that the terrors of 
futurity may be only pious delufions, or the 
fears and fictions of fancy; and thefe hopes 
and wifhes will be made to ferve inftead 
of argument and evidence, and be worked 
up gradually into proof and conviction. 

Again, is intereft or gain the object of 
the leading paflion ? Its influence in cor- 
rupting and mifleading the underftanding 
is univerfally admitted. Seldom are ar- 
guments juftly weighed when intereft 
holds the fcales. This paflion can put out 
the eye of Reafon, or throw fuch a veil 
over it, as obftructs the light, intercepts 
the ftrongeft rays of truth, and makes 
men judge and determine in oppofition to 
the cleareft evidence, 

In like manner, if an affectation of fu- 
perior wifdom {hould be the ruling paf- 
fion, this alfo is an enemy to impartial 
judgment, and to truth. To perfons of 
this caft, evidence and truth are not ob- 
jects, fo much as fame and diftin@tiion. 
Vanity can find no gratification in admit- 

ing 
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ting opinions received by the multitude. 
Inftead of walking in a plain, beaten road, 
they love, therefore, to quit the common 
tracks of opinion, to fearch for new ways, 
and to {trike out into by-paths of their 
own. They confider it as a mark of a vul+ 
gar underftanding, to concur in their judg- 
ment with others, and go along with the 
multitude ; and therefore treat with con- 
tempt all received or eftablifhed opinions, 
merely for being fuch. This gives a bias 
to all their inquiries, and draws them 
afide from the way of truth. 

‘This pride of underftanding perverts 
and mifleads the judgment, as much ‘as 
inattention, fenfuality, prejudice, intereft, 
or any other prevailing paflion. For which 
reafon we find, that it is not always the 
fuperior genius that beft underftands Re- 
ligion; and that men of the moft eminent 
abilities are fometimes {trenuous opponents 
of truth, and zealous advocates of error, 
when their minds happen.to be under the 
influence of intellectual pride, or the va- 
nity of affected wifdom. >| 

V. Laftly, 
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V. Laftly, The greateft obftacle to relix 
gious truth is a vitious difpofition. Every 
one that docth evil, hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, left his deeds fhould bere 
proved. When the light of truth is offens 
five, we fhut our eyes againft it.. A vitis 
ous man hates the reftraint of religious 
principles. With the practice, therefore, 
he is tempted to throw afide the profeflion 
of religion. Refolved not: to part with 
his vices; he parts with his faith, in order 
to be more at eafe, and have lefs inter= 
ruption in his purfuits. 

Thus it may in fome meafure appear, by 
what various ‘caufes the moral judgment 
of the mind may be depravedy and. the 
light within us become darknefs.:) 

If, then, we would give obedience to the 
inftruction inthe text, ifiwe would act 
with wifdom or ‘virtue, let-us, to the ut+ 
moft of our power, endeavour ‘to’ avoid 
the various oceafions of error which-have 
been mentioned.’ ‘Let’ us‘not ‘wander in 
the ‘dark, from | indifference, inattention, 
or prefadice; let -not fenfual exceflés 'put 

eee out 
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out‘the light of reafon; let not the feduc- 
tive counfels of interef{t, nor the affeGation 


of fuperior .difcernment, lead us aftray ~ 


from the paths of true wifdom. | Let us 
keep a f{trict: watch over every favourite 
patlion, affection, and inclination, know- 
ing how apt they are to deceive and. mif- 
lead: : Let.us, above all things, refolve to 
do the will of Gop, and be what we ought 
to be; «and then we may. be affured, that 
we fhall know all that is neceflary to be 
known, in order to obtain his favour: Jf 
any man will do his will, fays our blefled 
Saviour, be fhall know of the doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God. Wemay continue ig- 
norant;: indeed, of fome truths contained 
in the fcriptures; but of none that are 
effential to falvation, and neceiflary to our 
acceptance with Gop. Again{t that dan- 
ger, our Saviour’s aflurance has given us 
full fecurity.: 

And. indeed. the Se crenyene of ths 
pierced goodnefs .of Gop. will not 
permit? us to» doubt, but that his, favour 


will :be: se sea and-his -happinefs. com- 
, muni- 
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municated to us, on the juft and reafon- 
able terms of exerting our powers in the 
beft manner we can to pleafe him, and 
our honeft endeavours to know and to do 
his will. If, therefore, we have an inter- 
nal teftimony in our favour, if our heart 
bears witnefs to our diligence in inquiring, 
and our difpofition to receive whatever 
we can difcover to be the will of Gop, 
we need not afflid ourfelves with fufpi- 
cions and apprehenfions of error; but may 
have good grounds to truft, that his Spirit 
will lead us to all neceffary truth, and 
will point out the way when we are de- 
firous to walk in it. 

To aid our endeavours, let us not fail to 
implore the Father of light, the everlafting 
Source of knowledge, to dart fome rays 
of heavenly wifdom into our hearts; to 
illuminate our underftandings, to direct 
our fteps in obedience to his law; and 
to conduct us through thefe fhades of 
ignorance, this vale of darknefs and of 
error, to where wifdom dwells ; to thofe 
regions of pure, unclouded light, where 
both truth and happinefs are to be found. 

| SE R- 


8 E.R.M.O.N. XXIV. 
Dancer of a hte PENITENCE, 


Preached in Lent: 


“ 


IsatAu lv. 7. 


- Let the wicked forfake his way, and the un= 
righteous inan bis thoughts; and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have 
‘mercy upon him, and to our God. 4 he will 
Reperany pardon: 


HIS feafon of Lent, the piety of the 
‘Chriftian church has, from her 
earlieft and pureft ages, fet apart and con- 
fecrated to penitence and devotion. The 
obfervance of this ancient and “pious in 
_ ka ==. tatution 
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{titution is wifely prefcribed, in order to 
remind us of our religious obligations 5 
and that they whofe difinclination to the 
tafk of repentance will ever be urging 
fome pretexts for deferring it, might be 
induced, by the admonition of the church, 
and by the influence of example, to enter 
upon it at this feafon; to apply, with a 
particular vigilance, to the revifal of their 
{piritual conduct; and, by a ferious at- 
tention to the laws of Gop, by frequent 
meditation and prayer, and, if thefe be 
not fufficient, by abftinence and fafting, to 
endeavour to correct the wrong propen- 
fions of their nature, to reform the dif- 
orders of the foul, and to introduce con- 
trary habits of piety and virtue; which - 
ought not to expire with the feafon, but 
fhould be carried on, continued, and im- 
proved, as long as we continue in our 
prefent ftate, of probation. 5 
Though the obligation. to topeiéance is 
at-all feafons equal, yet expedient it is to 
fix: ‘fore, {tated ‘periods, wherein! a more 
dilig ent. {erutiny is to: be made into the 
Quasi & A 7 ftate 
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ftate and condition of the foul; wherein 
we are to fearch with more than common 
vigilance, into our imperfections and cor- 
ruptions, and obferve what error wants to 
be rectified, what paflion to be fubdued, 
what infirmity to be ftrengthened, and 
what virtue to be improved ; wherein we 
are to call off the mind from other cares 
and purfuits, to the moft important pur- 
fuit of all, the care of the one thing need= 
ful. This period the wifdom of the church 
has thought fit to determine; left her fons, 
undetermined, might be tempted to defer 
all attempts towards amendment, till the 
approach of death fhould prevent it, or the 
growing power and influence of finful ha- 
bits might render it impradticable. 

In this difcourfe I fhall, 1/, Confider 
‘the nature of penitence; and, 2d/y, that 
we may not poftpone this important duty, 
fhall fhew, That we can have no affurance 
of falvation from a dying forrow, or 
what is commonly called a deathbed re- 
pentance. 

J. Let us confider the nature of peni- 

Aa 2 rence. 
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tence. The firft preparatory ftep towards 
penitence is contrition, or a virtuous for- . 
row and felf-reproach for paft offences. 
When we have a juft fenfe of our offences, 
of our difobedience and ingratitude to the 
. Higheft and Beft of Beings, and of the con- 
fequent danger to which we ftand expofed, 
_—both nature and religion prefcribe a fe- 
rious, penitential concern, for having of- 
fended; a concern proportioned to the 
meafure of our fins, and as deep as our 
guilt. What naturally occurs to the firft 
reflections of a penitent, is the criminality 
of his condu@t; and this he cannot feri- 
oufly review, without an afflicting fenfe 
of his unworthinefs, without forrow and 
felf-abhorrence, without painful fenfations 
of remorfe from the accufations of his own 
heart.. And 1f ours be an ingenuous for- 
row, and our hearts are penetrated with a 
conviction of guilt, it will be accompa- 
nied with a determined purpofe of amend- 
ment, and fincere refolutions of future 
_ obedience. The fevereft grief, if not pro- 
ductive of this effect, is not penitential, 

and 


Ser.24. Danger of a late penitence. 373 - 


and fhould feem rather. to add to the mea- 
fure of our iniquities, and to the inflic- 
tions of divine juftice, as it {peaks a mind 
con{cious of its iniquity, and yet perfift- 
ing, in oppofition to its own convictions. » 
But further: Penitence, in the {cripture- 
notion of it, implies not only forrow for 
fin, not only a refolution of amendment, 
but a new and actual obedience, an actual 
progrefs in piety and virtue. A good refo- 
lution, till it produces the fruits of repent- 
ance, is {till only a principle of obedience, 
but not obedience itfelf. Habitual offend- 
ers muft not only begin, but accomplifh, 
a moral change of temper and manners, 
an. entire correction of their inclinations — 
»and paffions, and muft form anew the dif- 
pofition of the mind. Penitence, in its true 
fenfe, is not meant to fupply the place of 
righteoufnefs, is not any thing fubftituted 
in its ftead; but is indeed righteoufnefs 
itfelf, and is to be confidered only as 
another name for religion, or moral good- 

nefs. : 
tds I proceed to feces that we can have 
Aa3 no 
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no affurance of falvation from what is 
ufually called adeathbed-repentance. And 
this may appear from the following con- 
fiderations. | 

1/, It is uncertain whether the forrow 
exprefled by the finner at fuch a juncture 
be fincere, and whether the refolutions of 
reformation which he then forms would 
be productive of actual obedience. The 
tears of expiring finners, there is room to 
fufpe@, flow not fo much from a virtuous 
forrow, from an ingenuous remorfe, from 
due conviction of the hateful nature of 
fin, and of their ingratitude to Heaven, 
as from the near profpect of an approach- 
ing diflolution, and the immediate appre- 
henfions of impending vengeance. 

To exprefs the anguifh af our foul upon. 
a deathbed, when all our profpects are 
gloomy; when to the eye of faith no beam 
of hope, no diftant ray of happinefs, ap- 
pears; when we can fee nothing behind 
us but unrepented guilt, and nothing be- 
fore us but the apprehended confequences 
and juft punifhment of it,—is natural and 

B unavoid~ 
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unavoidable; and all the pious refolutions, 
all the: vows of reformation’ and amend- 
ment, then made, may have in them 
little or no virtue. Experience fhews, that 
eafe, fecurity, and health, often cancel 
the vows made by apprehenfion, pain, and 
ficknefs ; and that all the religious remorfe, 
the penitential tears, the purpofes of obe- 
dience, extorted from a dying finner by 
the terrors of a diffolution and the ap- 
proach of futurity, vanifh and difappear, 
hke asa dream when one awaketh, without 
any impreflion of virtue left upon the 
mind, as foon as a recovery from ficknefs 
removes thofe apprehenfions, and, that 
profpect, from his view. As the fear of 
immediate death vanifhes, good refolu- 
tions are forgotten; and as bodily ftrength 
recovers, folly and vice recover f{trength 
toed our ditalcte ties ae 
- But let us admit a deathbed-forrow to © 
be fincere; and of fo ingenuous a nature, 
that it would be certainly eftectua! in pro- 
ducing true repentance, were an opportu- 
nity of the trial allowed; yet fill, as it 
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is only forrow, accompanied with a pious 
refolution, it is only a {tep towards repen- 
tance, but not repentance complete. For 
the fcripture-idea of repentance, as was 
before obferved, implies not only forrow 
for fin, not only a fteady purpofe of 
amendment, but that purpofe carried in- 
to execution by a new and actual obedi- 
ence. All the precepts of the gofpel re- 
quire, and all its promifes are annexed 
to, obedience, to holinefs, to habitual 
piety, without which no man fhall fee the 
Lorp. nod | 

After a life worn out in vice and ini- 
quity, is it reafonable to expect we fhould 
be carried up to heaven upon the wings of 
a few vows or prayers, in old age; or ona 
deathbed? Can we fuppofe a heavenly 
inheritance to be the eafy purchafe of a 
figh or a tear, of a fuperficial forrow, or 
an ineffective refolution ?. Can ‘we think, 
that confefling and lamenting our ins, and 


, purpofing to forfake them when: we can 


fin no longer, will atone for years wafted 
in iniquity? No: it fhould feem equally 


as, 
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as reafonable, in the beginning of life to 
pray that Gop would difpenfe with the 
obfervance of his laws, and excufe us the 
trouble of obedience, as at the end of it 
to fupplicate his acceptance of us with- 
out it. 

There are good grounds to believe, that 
our capability of happinefs hereafter will 
depend upon the moral frame and temper 
of the mind, upon the virtuous habits and 
difpofitions we have contracted here. But 
it is to the finner a work of time, and 
labour, and perfeverance, to oppofe and 
conquer paflions to which he has long fur- 
rendered himfelf, to fubdue habits which 
have long enflaved him, and to accom- 
-plifh an entire change, or moral revolu- 
tion, in his mind, and confequently to 
render himfelf capable of happinefs. Some 
perfons indeed there are, who pretend to 
an immediate regeneration, or new birth, 
—to an inftantaneous trantition from a life 
of fin and guilt to a ftate of purity and 
holinefs.. But fuch perfons fhould feem 
to deceive themfelves, by miftaking a 

| pious 
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pious refolution for complete repentance 
and amendment. A good refolution may 
be immediately formed upon fome. confi- 
derations fuddenly prefenting themfelves 
to the mind; but an immediate change of 
the defires and affections, an inftantane- 
ous transformation from a vitious to a 
virtuous frame of mind, is neither con- 
fittent with common obfervation, nor with 
the nature of habits. 

Habits which have long had elemndiriga 
over the mind, will long maintain the pof- 
feffion of it; and can only be conquered, 
as they gained ground, by flow and gra-. 
dual advances. And though a dyimg fin- 
ner, under the circumftances.in which he 
then finds himfelf, may not be fenfible of 
their dominion, nor feel their power; yet 
this can give him no affurance of his de- 
liverance or exemption from them. When 
inclinations, though not planted by nature, 
but of our own raifing, are become habi- 
tual, they are ingrafted, as it were, into 
the foul, mixed with its frame, and» as 
hard to be rooted out as thofe that: are 

natural, 
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natural. Such is the difficulty of fubdu- 
ing habits; fuch, confequently, the dif- 
ability the finner lies under of obtaining 
happinefs. 

We are indeed affured, that whenever a . 
finner returns to Gop, he will have mercy 
upon him, and will abundantly pardon: 
but let us be careful rightly to underftand 
what it 1s to return to Gop. As forfaking 
him does not mean neglecting to make him 
for fome time the object of our thoughts, 
but a vitious converfation; fo we have 
reafon to conclude, that returning to Gop 
is not a fudden, importunate application 
to him, but a virtuous life. - We mutt not 
prefume, indeed, to preferibe bounds ‘to 
the Divine Goodnefs; nor fay, Mitherto 
faall wt come, and no further: but this we 
may juftly affert, that whoever expects 
happinefs without holinefs, whoever hopes 
to be admitted into heaven without actual 
obedience, without an actual progrefs in 
virtue and goodnefs, expects admittance 
upon other terms than ‘are propofed in the 
Gofpel. 


Since, 


} 
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Since, then, fuch is the danger of a de- 
pendence on a deathbed-forrow, it highly 
concerns us not to delay the neceflary 
work of reformation and amendment. Va- 
rious confiderations might be offered to 
evince the unreafonablenefs of poftponing 
this duty. But let us confider only the 
uncertainty of life, and we muft fee’ the 
imprudence of rifling our falvation on the 
doubtful expectation of a late penitence. 
For can we be infenfible of the precarious 
tenure by which life is held? Do we not 
daily fee the healthy and fecure furprifed 
by the hand of Death; and though gay 
and flourifhing as a flower in the field, 
yet as foon cut down and withered? Why 
then {hould we place the whole dependence 
of our fouls upon the continuance of a life 
which the next hour: may demand from 
us? why prefume upon a fecure and long 
pofleffion of what hangs by a flender 
thread, which a thoufand accidents may 
break afunder? What veil is it that, is 
drawn before the eyes of men, and. hides 

if from. 
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from them the tranfitory, uncertain na- 
ture of their prefent ftate ? 

Surely, did we confider, and amazing it 
is that we fhould not frequently confider, 
our own mortality, ‘we would not rifk the 
fhorteft delay in a matter fo confequential, 
nor leave fo important and irretrievable a 
ftake to any degree of hazard and uncer 
tainty. Death may come haftily upon us, 
and furprife us in the midft of our prefu+ 
med fecurity, in a day when we look not 
for him. But let us fuppofe, ‘that .this 
king of terrors, this univerfal conqueror, 
may not furprife us at an hour when we 
are not aware; but may give us previous 
notice, may make his attack by flow forms 
and regular approaches,; and may fend 
fome difeafe to be the meffenger of his 
coming: yet how know we, whether we 
may have power to perform what requires 
great attention and compofure of mind, 
of which the pains of difeafe, or the dif- 
order of our intellectual faculties, may 
render us utterly incapable? or, if we have 


power, whether we may then have an in- 
clina- 
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clination to attempt a duty to which long, 
inveterate habits may have ftrengthened 
and confirmed our natural averfion? Or, 
laftly, were the ftroke of death fo eafy and’ 
gentle, that we were free from any fevere 
corporeal pain, or intellectual diforder ; 
were our inclinations to repent and return 
to Gop devout and fincere; yet, as they 
could be produétive only of forrow for fin, 
or a refoltition to forfake it, this would 
not be, ftriCly, repentance, but only an 
introduction or preparative to it. 

Let what has been fuggefted prevail 
with us to lay hold on the opportunity 
. how offered, (which to fome of us may 
pothbly prove the lait), of turning to Gop. 
by newnefs of life. Let not this holy fea« 
fon, which the piety of our church has fet 
apart for the more folemn duties of peni= 
tence, flip out of our hands unregarded and 
unimproved ; and inftead of bringing us 
nearer to Gop, feparate and remove us to 
a wider diftance from him ; and, inftead 
of being employed in expiating and im- 
ploring forgivenefs of our fins, be itfelf . 


added 
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added. to the number of them. Aumble 
thyfelf before thou be fick, fays the author of 
the book of Ecclefiafticus, and in the time 
of fin fbew repentance. Let nothing hinder 
thee to pay thy vows in due time, and defer 
not till death to be juftified. 

Let us then comply with the duties fug- 
gefted in this feafon of devotion, and be- 
gin without delay a repentance not to be | 
repented of, and refolve to pay a deter- 
mined, immediate, and univerfal obedi- 
ence to the divine will. So fhall the con- 
{cioufnefs of that obedience fupport us in 
this world, and the well-grounded hopes 

»of meeting a reconciled Gop fmooth our . 
paflage into the next. 
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Rf Be clothed ith humility, ebhnsmn 


M ONG the whole catalogue of vit= 

tues, few feem to be held in highér 
e{timation by the infpired writers, or comé 
more frequently recommended to our’ at= 
tention, than Humility. “This is ‘a virtué 
of high rank, very different from: pufil- 
lanimity, or meannefs of fpirit:’ Tt con- 
fifts, not if low, derogatory ideas of hu 
man nature in general, nor in felficons 
tempt, or forming an opinion of ourfelves 
more to our difadvantage than we deferve: 
nes ’ for 
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for that may not always be in our power. 
Confcious of our own ability or merit, we 
cannot differ from our own confcioufneds. 
Humility confifts rather in that unaffum- 
ing, ingenuous difpofition of mind, which 
proceeds from an impartial judgment of 
ourfelves, from a juft and equal eftimate 
of our own advantages and defects, com-= 
pared with thofe of others. Its ufual 
companions are, meeknefs, gentlenefs, can- 
dour: virtues of the faireft complexion, fit 
attendants on fuch frail and imperfect 
creatures as we are. It is nearly allied to 
mercy and kindnefs, and may indeed claim 
an affinity with almoft every virtue. . In 
many of its features, it refembles the por- 
trait of Charity, as drawn by St Paul: Jt 
Suffereth long, and is kind, envieth not, 1s not 

puffed up, doth not behave itfelf unfeemly. 
What I propofe in this difcourfe is, to 
fhew more explicitly the nature of humi- 
lity, and by what conduct it may beft 
appear. But fince infinite, almoft, is the 
variety of circumftances and fituations 
wherein the different ranks and orders of 
Bb men 
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men’ are arranged, and: the actions flow= 
in¢ from. thence: not/to’ be enumerated 
nor fingly and particularly defcribed,—we 
muft limit the confideration’of this’ virtue, 
therefore, to the general denominations of 
perfons towards whom itis to be exercifed, 
viz: fuperiors, inferiors, and equals. 

1) Our Superiors in ‘rank or {tation are 
intitled’ to ‘that meafure of -fubmiflion 
which the well-being of fociety, the laws 
of order, and eftablifhed forms of refpect, 
require: and Humility will teach us to 
acknowledge their fuperiority ; to ‘pay ho- 
nour where honour is due; to fupprefs 
every inclination to afperfe or depreciate 
their :chara€ter or conduét; to feel ‘no 
complacency in obferving errors, or detec- 
ting foibles; knowing’ that we ourfelves 
are of like paffions, fubjet to the fame de+ 
fects; the fame foibles and: errors, which 
we are fo quick to difcern, and fo forward 
to reprehend, in others.’ ‘Though not 're+ 
ftricted from cenfuring the moft elevated 
characters, Humility will incline us not:to 
be extreme“to mark what is amifs, butto 
Sara make 
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make.every ‘equitable allowance, and ‘to 
moderate and temper cenfure with can- 
dour. vet Ban elon hk 
_» With regard) to.thofe who are: fuperior 
in intellectual talents, humility. confifts, 
not: ina mean adulation or dependence, 
not in an implicit fubmiffion to their judg- 
ment and underftanding, and an obfequi- 
ous fervility of our own; but-in paying a 
deference to fuperior wifdom,; in docility 
of difpofition, and an ear/always open ‘to 
inftruction ; in fupprefling all emotions of 
envy again{t the happier attainments. and 
accomplifhments of others; in acknow~ 
ledging their pofleflion, and applauding 
their improvement, of ufeful talents. 

One particular alone there is, wherein 
even Humility does not require us to ac- 
knowledge any fuperior. We may admit 
the fuperiority of others in the powers of 
the mind or the acquifitions of fortune, in 
wifdom and- knowledge, in the diftinctions 
‘created by wealth, honour, and {tation ; 
but, in the qualities of the heart, in ra- 
tional piety, virtue, and goodnefs, let us 

Bb2 yield 
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yield to no one the precedence, It-is ‘a 


moft laudable ambition to emulate the 
beft, to aim at the higheft moral excel- 
lence we ‘can conceive; and: we ought to 
blufh to confefs ourfelves inferior to the 
firft characters in integrity, benevolence, 


‘and goodnefs of heart. 


~IL But as the object of our fens 


changes, fo alfo will the method by which 


we mutt difcharge it. Towards our equals, 


humility will manifeft itfelf by an obli- 


ging deportment, ftudious rather to decline 


. than challenge pre-eminence; in being juft 


= 


to the merits of others, though diffident of 
our own; not affecting to be thought 
what we are not, nor oftentatious of what 
we’are;. not thinking more highly of our- 
felves than we ought to think; not: dift 
playing our own merit, nor publifhing our 
own praifé but, confcious of frailty, and 
knowing that no human excellence exifts 
without a mixture of human weaknefs,; in- 
clined rather to fufpect ‘in ourfelves' fome 
latent fault or defet, which may be vifible 
to others, though felf-partiality may throw 

a 
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a veil. over it, and conceal it from ‘our- 
delves. j 

When we look abroad, and obferve how 
apt almoft every one is to overvalue his 
own merit,’ to over-rate the accomplith- 
ments he has, and to imagine. himfelf 
poffeffed of thofe he has not, it is natural 
to bring home with usa fufpicion, that 
we ourfelves may fall into the fame error, 
and. be fubject to the fame weaknefs. We 
ought, therefore, to be difpofed. to make all 
reafonable conceffions and favourable pre- 
fumptions; and rather to recede from our 
own juft claim, than arrogate unjuftly 
ought to ourfelves. Humility, lke Cha- 
rity, feeketh not her own. Every humble 
mind, confcious of its imperfections, will 
be naturally inclined to yield the prece- 
dence even to its equals. 

Ill, But further: With regard to infe- 
riors, Humility confifts in afluming no 
more than the outward diftinction of cir- 
cumftances, and the order of fociety, ren- 
ders unavoidable. Humility forbids us 
to feck our own gratification in the infe- 

Bb 3 riority 
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riority of others; forbids us to look down 
with contempt on thofe to whom Provi- 
dence ‘has difpenfed its favours with a 
more parfimonious hand; forbids us’ to 
infult their imperfections of body or mind, 
or to glory in a’ barbarous triumph’ over 
the lownefs of their birth, fortunes, em- 
ployments, or abilities; forbids us to de+ 
fpife even the loweft and meaneft,—thofe 
who may feem leaft to deferve, but moft 
need, our regard. 4 Ay 

We ought, on the contrary, to make 
our poffeffions and enjoyments fubfervi- 
ent to their wants; and, by kind conde- 
{cenfions, to foften fuperiority: being con- 
{cious that we all belong to the fame clafs 
of beings ; are all partakers‘of the fame 
nature, and equal heirs of its corruption; 
defcended from the fame ftock ; and that > 
the fame duft is our original, and ourend. 
The wifdom of Providence has been pleafed 
to conftitute a great diverfity of ranks and 
fubordinations in human life; but this dif 
tinction of circumftances was not meant to 
give fuperiority an occafion to infult, but to 


affitt, 
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aflift, its inferiors; it was defigned:to,pro-. 
mote the general happinefs, to make room’. 
forevery virtue,—for. thofe. proper . to; 
fubjection. and dependence, and thofe alfo: 
which can appear only in fuperior ftations.s. 

, The duty, of. the text has now been:in: 
general explained; but a difficulty fill re-. 
mains, how we may aflure ourfelves whe-. 
ther we poflefs. this virtue, or how ; this: 
general doctrine may be» applied to parti- 
cular cafes. For what is an truth fuper- 
cilious and faulty pride, the proud man 
may confider-only as. greatnefs of {pirit, 
a due, regard to fuperior diftin@ion,,a 
proper dignity which he affumes as be- 
coming his rank and ftation. .And.this.is 
indeed the common method. by which the 
injudicious. deceive, themfelves,..and the 
guilty palliate their faults ; by.a mifappli- 
cation of names, giving to vice the appel- 
lation of fome refembling virtue. . 

The only reply to this, difficulty. 1s, 
That, in the particular determination of 
our actions, every man’s -confcience, mutt 
be his cafuift, and every man’s judgment 

Bb4 his 
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his final rule. . But-ir concerns us impar= 
tially: to confult the unbiaffed-didtates of 
reafon; not to cover any vice under the 
veil of a borrowed name; but, laying. 
afide, as far as may be, all felf-partiality, 
to examine our conduct by that facred and» 
moft equitable rule, of behaving ‘to others: 
as we fhould think it reafonable in them 
to behave to ourfelves; and then we may: 
be able to diftinguifh between the: falfe 
glofles and the true reafoning of the 
mind. - 

“In order to engage our attention to this 
duty of Humility, it might be proper ta 
obferve how much both our virtue and 
our happinefs may be: promoted by it. 
If this {pirit once take pofleffion of us, it: 
will lead sus peaceably through this: vale 
of troubles; it will guard us, in a great 
meafure, from the turbulent: paflions of 
others and from our own, and from the 
many uneafineffes which take their rife 
from both. It will preferve a ferenity 


within us, and create no enemy without; ~ 


will give us to enjoy that peace of mind 


which 
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which is the chief: conftituent’ of -happi=! 
nefs ; that tranquillity which the ambitious~ 
always purfue, ‘but never poflefs.- It will 

killin us the feeds of pride; the vice that 

{ticks clofeft to our nature ; the ‘firft ge=: 
nerally that:appears, the laft that-forfakes~ 
us; often diflembled indeed, fometimes: 
fuppreffed, buc feldom fubdued: a vice: 
that affumes*fuch different forms, veils’ 
itfelf under fuch a variety of unfufpected! 
appearances, and -fteals upon us fo unob-: 
ferved, that there is no one weaknefs that: 
oftener makes its wayinto the heart; but 

yet a vice that ill~befits the weak, indi-> 
gent, and dependent condition of man. 

For wherein is boafting ? What have we 

that we have not received? “Who is it that. 
maketh us to differ from another? All we 
are, and all we have, we derive from the 
bounteous Giver of all good gifts. What 
we call our own acquifitions, we owe to 

HIM, who gives both ability to eo and 

fuccefs in the purfuit. 

This duty of humility comes frequent- 
ly recommended to us in the gofpel; and 
? . the 
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the greateft examples of: piety. recorded im 

the {criptures have been eminent. for this. 

virtue. .Abraham,.- though. ftyled- «the 

Friend of Gop, humbled’ himfelf »-with:, 
the name of duft, and afhes:. «The father- 
of the patriarchs -acknowledged, that- he 

_ was lefs than the leaft of Gop’s, merciess- 
And. the great apoftle of) the. Gentiles;. 
who was taken up into;heaven; and had. 
revelations imparted,.to him’ too glorious. 
for, human language to defcribe, yet con- 

fidered himfelf as the leaft of the apoftles, 

not meet tobe called an apoftle. 

In the facred writings, we often find the 
Divine BEING approving this virtue of 
Humility... Dhus faith the high and mighty 
One that nbabiteth, eternity, whofe name. is 
holy; I dwell an the bigh and holy place, 
with him alfo that, is. of a. contrite, fpirit, 
Again: Ja this man. will I. look, faith the 
Lord, even to him that is poor, andof a con= 
trite [pirit, and -trembleth, at my word, ..\f, 
then, Gop, who is fo high, hath yet re- 
{pect unto the lowly, let not, Man think it 
a degradation of the brighteft accomplifh+ 

ments, 
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ments, or'the moft elevated goa to st 

of an humble fpirit. 
When, indeed; we contemplate ee me 
pendous glory and majefty of the Al- 
mighty SovEREIGN of the univerfe: when 
we confider, that» he has heaven for his 
throne;''and earth for his footftool; that 
the wide expanfe of heaven is to him only 
as a curtain or tent to’ dwell in; that he 
inhabits and fills a {pace extended beyond 
all bounds, the dimenfions of which num-’ 
bers added to numbers ‘can never equal; 
that in his fight man is but as a worm, 
and all nations of the earth only as the 
fmall duft of the balance; as nothing, or 
as lefs than nothing, if lefs were poflible: 
—when we thus contemplate the divine 
greatnefs, how little and. unimportant 
muft every thing appear that we call great 
upon earth! how mean all human pre- 
eminence! how diminutive the’ grandeur 
of the world! how inconfiderable the dif- 
tinétions of power, wealth, and {ftation, 
on which we fet fo high a value! Viewed 
in this light, all the kingdoms. of the 
world, 
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world, and the glory of them, almoft va- 
nifh and fink to nothing. 

But when we confider spittial; that dhs 
Lorp of the univerfe himfelf, who. hath 
his dwelling fo high, who is infinite in 
dignity and greatnefs, is yet equally infi- 
nite in his condefcenfion, and humbleth 
himfelf to behold the things that are on 
earth,—humbleth himfelf to hear, and to 
relieve, the leaft, the loweft, the moft un- 
worthy of his creatures, that. call upon 
him ; this furely fhould incline us to imi- 
tate the benevolence of fuch humility ; 
and not to treat with arrogance, nor with 
contemptuous neglect pafs by, the meaneft 
of our afHlicted fellow-creatures, who look 
up to us for affiftance; nor to think any 
condefcenfions beneath us, that may re- 
move or alleviate their forrows. 

Laftly, Let us turn our eyes to the blef- 
fed Founder of our religion, who was not 
only the firft that taught this do@rine of 
humility, but was himfelf the great pattern 
and example of it; who fubmitted to the 
infirmities of a nature fo much inferior 

to 
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to his own; whofe whole life was one con- 
tinued f{cene of condefcenfions. The in- 
digence of his birth, the indignities of his 
life, the ignominy of his death, equally 
proclaim him meek and lowly in ‘heart. 
Let us his difciples follow our Lorp in 
the paths of humility: let the fame mind 
be in us; that, like him, we may be re- 
ceived hereafter into thofe blefled man- 
fions, where lowlinefs of mind will be 
crowned with glory, and the humble fhall 
be exalted. 


SE R- 
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On ante and Mercy.. va 


Preached on occafion of a public colleétion 
for the benefit of the ten payee: | 
at Edinburgh. | 


MatTru. v. 7. 


Bleffed are the merciful; for they fhall — 
mercy. 


HE virtue of Mercy, recommended 

in the text, is a principal duty of 
religion. Whether we judge of its impor- 
tance from its affinity to the Divine Na- 
ture, from its falutary influence on.So- 
ciety, or its utility to Individuals, we fhall 
find 
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find it equal, if not fuperior, in rank 
and eminence, to. every other virtue. Our 
Saviour, therefore, in delivering his doc- 
trine for the inftruction of the world, 
takes care to diftinguifh this duty, to 
affign it a principal place in his moral fyf- 
tem, and to recommend it to our practice 
as of the happieft confequence to our- 
felves: Bleffed are the merciful, for they /ball 
obtain mercy. 

In this difeourfe I fhall ics fome con- 
fiderations to recommend this duty to your — 
attention. . 

I. If we obferve and confider our mo- 
ral frame, we fhall find, that we are by 
nature formed to feel for the afflicted; 
that we are under a powerful determina- 
tion to the exertion, as well as the approba- 
tion, of Mercy; and that, if there be any 
part of the divine law engraven upon our 
heart in ‘deeper ‘characters than others, it 
is this. ‘There is in the human mind, a 
compaflionate fenfe, a benevolent inftinct, 
a focial fympathy, which touches us with 
the fenfations and paflions of others, and 

makes 
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makes their pains and forrows our own. 
Let us attend to the emotions of our heart 
when objects of fevere diftrefs are prefent- 
ed to our view. Are we not confcious of 
fomething within us that pleads for the 
unhappy, and bids us ftretch out our 
hand to their relief? Is it not with fome 
violence to ourfelves that we harden our 
heart, or turn away our attention from 
the tears of the unfortunate? Are we not 
felf-reproached when we with-hold our 
affiftance, or hide ourfelves from their mui- 
fery? And, on the contrary, do we not 
feel a fecret complacency, a:felf-gratula- 
ting joy, rife in our mind, when we have 
laid hold on any occafion that offered, to 
impart confolation. to the afflicted, to raife 
the heart that was finking under the bur- 
den of its forrows, or to brighten up the 
dejected countenance into joy and glad- 
nefs? As natural it is to feel an inward 
fatisfaCtion, and a virtuous joy of heart, in 
relieving the wants of the afflicted, as it is 
for them to rejoice in having thofe wants 
relieved. . 
The 
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* The merciful man is kind to himfelf,as 
well as to the ‘objects of his compaflion; 
and receives an equivalent in moral enjoy- 
‘ment, for the enjoyment he beftows. Com- 
paflion may indeed feem to make'a large 
addition to the troubles to which we are 
born, by rendering us fubject to the pains 
and’ infirmities of others, and making us 

“feel forrows and misfortunes that are not 
our own. But yet the fatisfaction which 
arifes from mitigating thofe pains, and 
alleviating thofe forrows, will more than 
compenfate fuch uneafinefs; upon which 
account, Solomon has well obferved, that 
‘a merciful man does good to his own foul, but 
he that is cruel troubleth his own flee. There © 
isa confcious pleafure in the reflections 
of the merciful, which, as the fame author 
‘exprefles it, does good like a medicine; 
whereas the reflections of the cruel and op- 
preflive muft émbitter their happieft hours, 
and mingle gall with every enjoyment. 
Oppreffion’ miuft be painful even to ‘the 
oppreflor : and though habits may go far 
in gradually changing our nature, and 
Bak 4 Cg, render- 


“mediately vanith, fome in vanity, others 
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rendering the heart callous and unfeeling; _ 
yet it is hardly to’ be conceived, that a 
man ¢an opprefs the miferable, and afhlict 
the affli@ed, without doing great vigh=nae 
to himfelf. 

As the pleafures of the smile are, in sie 
fcale of enjoyments, higher, and juftly 
preferable to thofe of fenfe; fo, of all 
mental pleafures, the moft valuable are 
thofe of the moral and focial kind. The 
exertion of kindnefs, benevolence, andcom~ 
paflion, produces a moft fubftantial and 
lafting pleafure; a pleafure not only fupe- 
rior to others in its immediate enjoyment, 
but of a much more durable and perma- 
nent nature. It does not, like fenfual plea- 
fures, take its flight the moment it is en- 
joyed; nor is it fubject to fatiety and dif- 
eult; much lefs is it followed by repen- 
tance or remorfe ; but is always grateful, 
is renewed by ee spb 5 reflec- 
tion. 

The pleatubes of fenfe, arideudl fish 
outlive the actions ‘they attend ; they m-~ 


in 
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in vexation of fpirit, and all.of them defert 
us in the needful time of trouble. But 
the pleafure of good actions never forfakes 
us: itis a faithful friend, that will attend 
us in the worft of fortunes, and will won- 
derfully fupport us under them. When 
we walk in the midft of trouble, or even 
in the vale of death, this will ftand by 
and comfort us. The kind compaflion 
we have fhewn to the diftrefs of others, 
will then mightily lighten the burden of 
our own. Then the blefling of him that 
was ready to perifh will come upon us, 
becaufe we delivered the poor when he 
cried, the fatherlefs, and him: that: had 
none to help. 

II. If we look up to the Supreme BEING, 
we fhall find, that nothing can be more 
acceptable to him, or make us approach 
nearer to his nature, or render us more 
the objects of favour, than works of bene- 
ficence and mercy. Gop is love. He is 
good to all, and his mercies are over all 
his works. He crowns us with his loving- 
kindnefs ; fupplies our’ various, daily-re- 

OR» turning 
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turning wants ; pours down on his ‘crea~ 
tures bleffings and bounties with a liberal 
hand; and is ever communicating good, 
and diffufing happinefs, through the im- 
menfity of the univerfe. 

Would we, then, recommend ourfelves to 
this all-gracious PARENT of good? would 
we be affured of his favour? Let us copy 
the divine Original ; let us tranfcribe into 
our life and manners fome fimilitude of 
his goodnefs and compaflion; let us im- 
prove in ourfelves the moral image of our 
Maker, and endeavour to be merciful as 
he is merciful. The perfections of his 
nature place him infinitely above the need 
or poflibility of ‘requital from his crea- 
tures ; and the principal return he re- 
quires, is, that we fhould be careful to 
imitate his goodnefs, to fupply the place 
of Providence to the neceffitous and indi- 
gent, and to have compaflion on our fel- 
‘low-fervants, as our Lorp hath pity on 

us. v8) 


Ill. Though the daftintitens atifiig Be 
affluence 
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affluence and indigence appear to be fo 
unequally allotted to mankind by the fu- 
preme SOVEREIGN of the world, and with 
fo little regard to, moral. qualifications, 
that this irregular diftribution, this ap- 
pearance of a partial and unequal care of 
his creatures, exprefled in the differences of 
their rank and condition, has been fome- 
times formed into an objection againft the 
adminiftration of his providence ; yet it is 
not from any partiality in Gop, who is 
no refpecter of perfons, nor from any de- 
fect in his care of his creatures, that the 
poor are always with us. If it had been 
agreeable to his unerring wifdom, it was 
infinitely eafy to his almighty power to 
have levelled all diftinGions, and to have 
diffafed the riches of the world in equal 
diftributions among mankind: or, if he 
faw it good, he who fupported the people 
of Ifrael in a barren wildernefs with bread 
from heaven; he who commanded the 
ravens to feed his prophet, and conveyed 
unfeen fupplies to the poor widow’s meal 
and oil; fo that it did not wafte nor fail,— 
Cc2 might 
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might ftill, by his immediate interpofition, 
or by numberlefs methods to us unknown, 
diffipate all the cares and relieve all the 
wants of his creatures himfelf. But his 
wifdom choofes to fend man to man for re- 
lief, and to convey his bounty to the poor 
through the channels of the rich, . 
A little attention might convince us, 
that the various clafles of mankind, the 
numberlefs diverfities of rank, ftation, and 
condition, execute a wife and benevolent 
plan of Providence, are neceflary to. pre- 
ferve the order and well-being of fociety, 
and to conneét and endear mankind to 
each other. But it ought to be remem- 
bered, that eminence of power, wealth, 
or ftation, only conftitutes us fuperior 
fervants in this great family of the world; 
and that we are commanded. by the fu- 
preme Houfeholder, the Lorn of the uni- 
verfe, to do juftice to our fellow-fervants, 
and to give them their meat in due feafon. 
Let not thofe who abound in wealth, and 
have much goods laid up for many years, 
let them not imagine, that thefe favours 


are 
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are granted merely for the purpofes of } 
perfonal indulgence, only to enable them — 
to bid their fouls take their. eafe, and to 
fare fumptuoutly every day. Their wealth 
ought rather to. be confidered as a fund, 
of which a portion is to be applied to their 
own ufe, but another part to be appro-— 
priated to the payment of thofe debts of 
mercy that are due to the neceflitous and 
- indigent: nor can we’ be juttified, in en- 
grofling and hoarding up the bounty of 
Heaven, farther than may coniift with this 
equitable claim of the poor and needy.- 
~| The beft ufe of riches is to be rich in 
good works. Never apprehend danger of 
waiting your fubftance by being merciful 
after your power ; by giving plenteoully, 
if you have much; or, if you have little, 
by doing your diligence gladly to give of 
that lictle. For when do we fee a fortune 
ruined or impaired by the alms of charity 
and mercy? Itis not charity; it is luxury, 
intemperance, pride, profligacy, and other 
vices, which are the wings that riches 
make:to themfelves when they fly away. 
Cc4 The 
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- The f{cripture abounds with: promifes of 


the immediate blefling of Heaven upon. 
this duty of Mercy. Thou fhalt furely give 
unto thy poor brother; and thine heart fall 
not be grieved when thou giveft unto him, be~ 
caufe that for this thing the Lord thy God fhall 
ble/s thee in all thy works, and in all that thou 
putteft thine hand unto. If thou draw outithy 
Soul to the hungry, and Satisfy the afflicted foul, 
then foall thy light rife in-obfcurity, and. thy 
darknefs fhall be as the noon-day; and the 
Lord fhall guide thee continually, and thou foalt 
be like a watered garden, and like afpring of 
water, whofe waters fail not. And reafon- 
able it is to believe, that the eyes of the 
Lorp, which are in every place, will more 
particularly watch over the righteous; and 
that his providence will, even in this world, 
diftinguifh with peculiar favour thofe 
whom the virtues of charity and mercy 
recommend to his protection. orretins 
But however the divine wifdom may fee 
fit to order this, fure we are, that :laftly, 
in the final event of things, ‘at. thesgréat . 
and awful judgment of the llaft, days) the 
merci= 
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merciful man hall obtain mercy; and this — 
is of much more moment’ to him than 
every other confideration. There is in- 
deed a pleafure and ‘fatisfaction in the very 
atts ‘of mercy, and in the hopes that 
we are objects of Gon’s prefent favour ; 
but the higeft confolation is, that charity 
will fecure us an intereft, and befpeak the 
divine favour, at that laft decifive tribunal 
that will/fix our fate for ever. ‘Then it is 
the memory of our good deeds will ftand 
by and fupport'us: every good action we 
have done, among others the charity of 
this'day, will bear witnefs on our behalf; 
and our mercy to others will plead for 
mercy to ourfelves. For the great inquiry 
there, will, according to’ our Saviour’s 
defcription, inn sds turn upon acts of 
simone and mercy. 

“The forms ‘and folemnities of ‘that 
judgment, as defcribed in the gofpel, may 
bear fome refemblance to thofe obferved 
in' human courts of judicature ; but very 
different’ will be the rule of proceeding. 
At that awful bar, we hall be tried, not 

only 
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_ only for fins of commiffion, but for thofe 
of omiffion alfo ; not only for the violation, 
but the neglect, of duties ; not merely for 
our iniquity, but our want of charity and 
mercy. Little it will avail us to fay, (Gf 
we could fay), that we have committed no 
wrong, if we have done no good. In 
vain fhall we plead, (though we might 
truly plead), that we have been regular 
im our devotions, temperate in pleafures, 
faithful to our promifes, suit in our deal= 
ings, if at the fame timemwe have not been 
merciful after our power) nF 

What confufion of face bois cover us 
at that awful tribunal, when an account 
of our powers of doing good, and withal 
the abufé of thofe powers, fhall' be pro- 
duced againft us! How fhall we then with; 
(though in vain,) that we could redeem 
the time paft, and recall the years that are 
fled; or that we might be permitted to 
enter into life a fecond time, and be born 
again, in order to improve every oppor> 
tunity to the purpofes of mercy, and to 
fill up every hour with kind offices to 

others, 
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others, which will at that tribunal prove _ 
, we 


fo beneficial and happy to ourfelves! 
» Let-us, then, anticipate the great day 
‘of account; let us imagine ourfelves at the 
bar of Heaven, and afk the queftions that 
will then be demanded of us: Have I, ac- 
cording to my power, fed the hungry? 
Have I cloathed the naked? Have I relie- 
ved the fick? Have I fupplied the wants of 
the indigent and neceflitous? If to thefe 
interrogatories Confcience can faithfully 
reply in the affirmative, we are then.thofe 
happy fervants whom our Judge will bid 
to enter into the joy of our Lorp. But 
if our heart condemn us, confcious that 
we have been deficient, and have left un- 
done thofe works of mercy that we ought 
' to have done; let us, that we may avoid 
the dreadful fentence that will in that cafe 
be .pronounced, let us no longer refufe 
mercy to others, left we ourfelves find 
judgment without mercy; and no longer 
ftop our ears at the cry of the poor, left 
we alfo cry, and not be heard. Let us 
cherifh a humane, benevolent difpofitions 

and 
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and give full fcope to the exertion if kind- 


nefs, compaflion, and bounty, towards 
proper objects,—rejoicing: when. it )jis,in 


‘our power to relieve diftrefs, and, grieved 


when it is not. Let us be merciful after 
our power; benevolent enough to take in 
all obje&ts of compafiion, but prudent 
enough to felect the moft deferving. §).> 
« Frequent indeed are the miftakes of the 
charitable heart and the liberal hand; nor 


4s it always eafy to diftinguifh ‘between 


real and counterfeit diftrefs : but here per- 
mit me to obferve, that your benevolence 
is now requefted for the relief of fome 
who have an undoubted claim to compaf- 
fion, as they fuffer under one of the great- 
eft diftrefles our nature is’ liable ‘to ;» for 
fuch furely is Poverty aggrayated by Sick- 
nefs,—laborious poverty, »difabled from 
earning the: honeft reward ‘of: induftry. 
Were it our lot to lie down in forrow, and 
Janguifh on the’ bed of ficknefs, like thofe 
who this day crave your compaflionateaid, 
how fervent would we be in our fuppli- 
cations to Heaven’! with! what vows#and 

prayers 


. Sted rd 
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prayers would ‘we: folicit and. importune 
the reftoration of health! But. how little 
fhould we deferve a favour that we are dif- 
melined to grant! Upon what. grounds 
could we expect that’ mercy for ourfelves, 
if we now refufe it to our fellow-crea- 
tures? Or, if we now happily poflefs that 
firft of earthly bleffings, Health; .what 
more pious acknowledgment, what more 
grateful offering, can we make to Heaven, 
than this oblation of charity? what more 
proper expreflion of our gratitude to Gop, 
than’ thus to have compaffion) on our 
afflicted Brethren? what more certain and 
effectual method to: derive on us the blef- 
fings of Him who is the Comforter of the 
fick, the Father of the fatherlefs, the 
Protector of him that hath no helper, than 
thus to imitate the divine goodnefs, and 
to be merciful as he is merciful? 


» May your charitable offerings on. this 
occafion afcend as incenfe to the throne of | 
Gop, and be accepted as a facrifice well- 
pleafing to.him, May they recommend 

you 
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you to the divine favour; and as’the Ob+ — 
jects of your mercy cannot recompenfe 
you, may you be recompenfed at the 
refurrection of the juft! 
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